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Do's & Don't(s) to Help Extend the Life of Your Septic System  

A Septic System is a very important part of one of the most important purchases people will make in their 

lifetime. The ideal situation would be to start with a brand-new system & then maintain it in the correct way, 

so it remains functioning as designed. The next best, more common situation would be to know what 

maintenance was completed from the time the system was originally installed. For many reasons, this option 

is not possible; however, if you follow a good maintenance program you can typically stop problems from 

occurring & it will benefit your Septic Systems longevity. Like Us, Septic Systems have a lifetime & the 

following tips can greatly extend it.   

PLEASE DON'T 

Please Don’t pour ANY kind of cooking oil or grease down your drains or commode. 

Please Don’t put ANY paints or solvents of ANY kind down your drains. 

(For Example; Cleaning Paint Brushes & Equipment; not even water-based paints) 

Please Don’t flush ANYTHING down the commode that doesn't belong there 

(ONLY Toilet Paper; This Should Be A Strict Rule; Scott’s or Angel’s Soft Recommended) 

Please Don’t drive heavy equipment over area that contains the Septic System. 

Please Don’t neglect your Septic System. It is your on-site waste water treatment plant. Having city sewer comes with 

a sewer tax. While you benefit by not paying that tax, you have a responsibility to maintain your own treatment system 

& the economic benefits of doing so are extremely significant. 

Please Don’t do laundry when it is raining. 

(This puts too much work on a leach field/secondary treatment system at one time) 

Please Don’t rely on the wide range of Septic Tank Additives. (They are not a substitute for routine maintenance & 

Pumping of your tank and/or tanks. (As with anything else, you can purchase bad products, mediocre products, or 

great products. There is none at this time that can be used without periodically pumping the tank and/or tanks.) 

Please Don’t use “Flushable” Adult or Baby Wipes. There is no such thing as septic safe or “Flushable.” 
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PLEASE DO 

Please spread out laundry over several days. Doing all laundry in a single day can put more water into the system 

than it can treat efficiently. We recommend no more than 3 loads a day with 3 hours between each load so the leach 

field has time to recover/rest.  

Please use only biodegradable soaps and/or cleaning agents.  

Please spend less time in the shower/bathtub with the water running.  

(Long showers can also contribute to excess water usage)  

Please call us if someone in the family will be taking antibiotics or heavy medications for any extended length of time.  

Please make the adjustment to alternate the usage of your leaching lines – once yearly.  

(If your Septic System has a splitter (diverter) box) 

Please call us if:   

There are wet areas in the lawn that are typically dry, gurgling in bathroom drains.  

(For Example, you flush the commode and the bathtub drain gurgles or it drains slowly)  

Please have your Septic System on a Recurring Schedule to be pumped every 2 to 4 years. This schedule applies to 

all systems unless the home has a garbage disposal & is utilized daily. These systems should then be serviced every 

1 to 2 years depending on the use of the disposal. A disposal puts a lot of un-digested material into the tank and/or 

tanks that CANNOT be broken down.   

Please be aware that if your Septic System has a lift station with a sewage pump in it; it’s failure could cause a backup 

into your home or a very wet area just past your Septic Tank(s). Systems with pumps need to have a pump in working 

condition.  

 Please be aware that if your Septic System has an Aeration Tank or other mechanical components, it is extremely 

important that all components function properly & be serviced under a bi-annual service agreement which most 

County & Health Departments Require. 

The above tips are offered for your benefit & that of your Septic System. If you have any questions, please feel free to 

call us. We have over 45 years of experience in this business & we are always happy to help by sharing the 

knowledge we have gained during this time.  

 It is Our Pleasure Serving You! 


