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Building a Better 

MYTH: People choose to be homeless: the 
resources are there 
FACT: Housing prices have been continuously 
swelling in Longmont over the past decade with 
only 5% of rental options being below $1,000 
in 2016. There is currently no government-
funded subsidized housing available for people 
with limited income, forcing people to pay a 
maximal percentage of their income toward 
rent and putting them at risk for homelessness. 

MYTH: People in need of affordable housing 
can relocate 
FACT: These are Longmont Community 
members, who have established families, jobs, 
medical providers and schools in this 
community. Most people cannot afford to 
transition to a new setting.  

MYTH: Affordable housing decreases the quality 
of public education 
FACT: When low and high income families are 
separated, school districts in strictly low-income 
areas tend to be of lower quality. When students 
of a school district come from varying 
backgrounds, children’s lives are enriched with 
diversity and understanding of others’ 
experiences, improving the quality of education 
for all socioeconomic groups. 

MYTH: Affordable housing has a negative impact 
on housing prices 
FACT: The vast majority of evidentiary studies 
demonstrate that the addition of affordable 
housing to a neighborhood does not decrease the 
property values of that neighborhood. Building 
affordable housing is significantly more likely to 
have a positive effect on surrounding property 
values than a negative effect. 
 
 

Debunking Myths About Affordable Housing 

Educate Yourself: Why Housing First? 
 According to a widely accepted theory created in 1943 by 

Abraham Maslow, people are unable to progress to their 
full potential until all their needs are met. 
At the bottom tier are basic needs, such as food, water, 
warmth and rest.  The next tier safety and security.  
Without these needs being met through having a home, 
people are unable to really build meaningful 
relationships and find motivation to achieve significant 
societal contributions. 
The Housing First initiative states that by giving people a 
permanently affordable residence, the community 
eliminates the barrier of homelessness and allows them 
to flourish.  People are unable to reach the point of 
becoming successful contributors to society unless their 
basic needs are met. 

Source: https://www.simplypsychology.org/maslow.html  

Don’t Let Longmont Fall Short 
www.ourcenter.org/building-a-better-community 


