
Luke 2v22-38
22 When the time came for their purification according to 

the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be designated as holy to 

the Lord”), 24 and they offered a sacrifice according to what 
is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two 

young pigeons.”

25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was 
Simeon;[d] this man was righteous and devout, looking 
forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit 

rested on him. 26 It had been revealed to him by the Holy 
Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the 
Lord’s Messiah. 27 Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into 

the temple; and when the parents brought in the child 
Jesus, to do for him what was customary under the law, 28 
Simeon[g] took him in his arms and praised God, saying,

29 “Master, now you are dismissing your servant[h] in 
peace,

    according to your word;
30 for my eyes have seen your salvation,

31     which you have prepared in the presence of all 
peoples,

32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles
    and for glory to your people Israel.”

33 And the child’s father and mother were amazed at what 
was being said about him. 34 Then Simeon[i] blessed them 
and said to his mother Mary, “This child is destined for the 
falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 
will be opposed 35 so that the inner thoughts of many will 
be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.”

36 There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, 
of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived 
with her husband seven years after her marriage, 37 then 

as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She never left the 
temple but worshiped there with fasting and prayer night 

and day. 38 At that moment she came, and began to praise 
God and to speak about the child to all who were looking 

for the redemption of Jerusalem.

What Are You Waiting For?
What’s a “Penultimate Perspective”?
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What’s the value of 
remembering?

Zechariah & Elizabeth: 
Remembering the role of 

waiting for God.

To what extent do you 
resonate with the notion that 

ours is a politically divided 
community?

Simeon and Anna:
How do their stories help 

us remember to wait?

Worship, prayer and fasting, is that three things or one?

What if Simeon and 
Anna can help us find a 

way forward?

What if Simeon and Anna 
don’t tell us everything we 
should do politically, but 
they do tell us the first 
things we should do?

Anna?

Simeon?

1. A Penultimate Perspective
2. What if followers of Jesus prayed about any political 
comment or idea before saying it to anyone or posting

 anything anywhere?
3. What if we spent as much time and energy talking to God 

about our local, state, and national political concerns as we do 
talking to people and social media followers about them?

4. What if we all agreed to pray everyday for God to call people 
of high character to run for public office?

Why advent?

Advent Discussion 
Questions on the Back

Book: Out of Babylon by Walt Brueggemann
Looking to Connect?: One of the staff would love to meet for a walk, on the phone, or for a beverage.  To 
schedule a time please visit our website and click on the “Meet with Staff” button on the home page.  You can 
schedule from there.
Meet with a Pastor, Therapist or Spiritual Director ?: Email info@narratechurch.org and we will schedule a 
meeting or help you get connected with a therapists or spiritual directors.

“Penultimate Perspective”?

Righteous, Devout, 
& Consolation

Phanuel, Asher, &  
Redemption
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