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Matthew 12v22-50
22 Then they brought to him a demoniac who was blind and mute; and he cured him, so that the one who had
been mute could speak and see. 23 All the crowds were amazed and said, “Can this be the Son of David?” 24 But
when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “It is only by Beelzebul, the ruler of the demons, that this fellow casts out
the demons.” 25 He knew what they were thinking and said to them, “Every kingdom divided against itself is laid
waste, and no city or house divided against itself will stand. 26 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against
himself; how then will his kingdom stand? 27 If I cast out demons by Beelzebul, by whom do your own exorcists
cast them out? Therefore they will be your judges. 28 But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then
the kingdom of God has come to you. 29 Or how can one enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property,
without ﬁrst tying up the strong man? Then indeed the house can be plundered. 30 Whoever is not with me is
against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters. 31 Therefore I tell you, people will be forgiven for
every sin and blasphemy, but blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven. 32 Whoever speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven, but whoever speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, either in
this age or in the age to come.
33 “Either make the tree good, and its fruit good; or make the tree bad, and its fruit bad; for the tree is known by
its fruit. 34 You brood of vipers! How can you speak good things, when you are evil? For out of the abundance of
the heart the mouth speaks. 35 The good person brings good things out of a good treasure, and the evil person
brings evil things out of an evil treasure. 36 I tell you, on the day of judgment you will have to give an account for
every careless word you utter; 37 for by your words you will be justiﬁed, and by your words you will be
condemned.”
38 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” 39 But he
answered them, “An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign
of the prophet Jonah. 40 For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for
three days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. 41 The people of Nineveh will rise up
at the judgment with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and
see, something greater than Jonah is here! 42 The queen of the South will rise up at the judgment with this
generation and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon,
and see, something greater than Solomon is here!
43 “When the unclean spirit has gone out of a person, it wanders through waterless regions looking for a resting
place, but it ﬁnds none. 44 Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from which I came.’ When it comes, it ﬁnds it
empty, swept, and put in order. 45 Then it goes and brings along seven other spirits more evil than itself, and
they enter and live there; and the last state of that person is worse than the ﬁrst. So will it be also with this evil
generation.”
46 While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and his brothers were standing outside, wanting to
speak to him. 47 Someone told him, “Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to
speak to you.” 48 But to the one who had told him this, Jesus replied, “Who is my mother, and who are my
brothers?” 49 And pointing to his disciples, he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers! 50 For whoever does
the will of my Father in heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”

Podcasts: Bridgetown Audio Podcast: 180. Part 1: To Starve the Flesh and Feed the Spirit (January 14, 2018)
Book: Celebration of Discipline by Richard J. Foster; How (NOT) to be Secular by James K. A. Smith
Looking to Connect?: One of the staﬀ would love to meet for a walk, on the phone, or for a beverage. To
schedule a time please visit our website and click on the “Meet with Staﬀ” button on the home page. You can
schedule from there.
Meet with a Pastor, Therapist or Spiritual Director ?: Email info@narratechurch.org and we will schedule a
meeting or help you get connected with a therapists or spiritual directors.
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What if we’re all living in
contested space?

How (NOT) to be Secular
_ James K. A. Smith

Enchanted World?
What Matthew wants his
readers to know we’re all
living in contested space?

Buﬀered Self?

Porous Self?
Matthew 6v13
And do not bring us to the time of trial,
but rescue us from the evil one.

What if evil was not a
topic Jesus avoided?

●
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What are we to do with this?

“There are two equal and opposite errors into
which our race can fall about the devils. One is to
disbelieve in their existence. The other is to
believe, and to feel an excessive and unhealthy
interest in them.” _ C. S. Lewis

The Bible never tells us where evil
comes from only what God is doing
about it and how we can join God in
what he’s doing about it.

What else was Jesus doing during his 40
days in the wilderness?

What’s the value of rediscovering
spiritual practices, such as fasting?

“I’ve come to believe that one of the best practices for
breaking the power of sin over your life is that of
fasting.” _ John Mark Comer

1 Meal Per Day, 1 Day Per Week
Thru the Rest of 2020?

Fasting in Celebration of Discipline

Not a new theme:
Satan: 4x
Demons: 11x
Beelzebul: 3x
Evil, Evil One, Wicked, Bad: 24x

What if Jesus conquered evil?

1. First in his self?
The Temptations in Matthew 4?

3. Invited to partner with God?

2. At the Cross

How might fasting help you in your battle with evil, both your
temptations and your vocational role to the world?

“Restrain from gluttony and thou
shalt the more easily restrain from
all the inclinations of the ﬂesh.”
_ Thomas a Kempis

“Because it is sometimes necessary to check the
delight of the ﬂesh with respect to licit pleasures in
order to keep it from yielding to illicit joys.”
_ Augustine when asked “Why would you fast?”

More Resources on Fasting?

Bridgetown Audio Podcast: 180. Part 1: To Starve the Flesh
and Feed the Spirit (January 14, 2018)

