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Can  Fire  and  Water-­Damaged  Videos  Be  Saved?
has  hundreds  of  old  VHS  video  tapes  
and  dozens  of  prized  motion  pictures,  
not  to  mention  all   the  years  of  family  
videos   still   stored   on   the   old   media.  

stores   that   sell   DVDs   of   old   movies,  

that  many  of  the  motion  pictures  can  

unique   footage   of   the   day   President  
K e n n e d y  
stood   by   the  
side  of  a  child  
in  the  hospital  

         Suddenly  

less   artifacts  
and   a   major  

ment   over  

sue   –   unless  
a   contents   pro   can   do   something   to  
save  the  old  recordings.
         Can   it   be   done?   Some   specialty  
contents   restoration   companies   say  

als  rely  on  their  “million  dollar  rolodex”  

surance  companies  millions  of  dollars  
every  year).

separates  from  the  plastic  “substrate,”  

a   tape   is   exposed   to   temperatures  
above   130   degrees   Fahrenheit,   the  
process  is  dramatically  hastened.
      Worse  still,  the  process  of  hydrolysis  

cess  can  start  to  happen  in  minutes).  

s imultaneously  and  in  abundance.
        As   is   often   the   case,   the   speed   a  
contents  pro   is  called   in  on   the  case  

cess  and  abysmal  failure.  
         Oddly,   the   immediate   solution   for  

in  a  freezer,  thereby  stopping  the  
degradation.   Unfortunately,   that  

better!)

ly  cause  the  oxide  to  disintegrate  

has  no  pictures  on  it  at  all!

of   tried   and   true   methods,   but   even  
then,   they   immediately   transfer   the  
images   or   sound   to   another,   more  
stable   platform,   because   even   their  
best  techniques  are  only  a  temporary  

“antiques.”

Another  Tip  for  Preserving  Audio  Tapes

dry  them  off  –  contents  pros  never  do!

ous  parts  of  them  dry  at  different  

them  pretty  much  useless.

that   you   get   in   a   typical   home  
comes   from   the   city   or   county  
and  probably  has  some  chlorine  

needed  to  help  ensure  the  tapes  might  be  saved.

must  be.

es   out   contaminants   and  

them  dry  out  and  the  odds  
of  recovery  are  exceedingly  
diminished.   3

Thinking  Outside  the  Boat

pagne  is  “toast.”  
      Fluctuations  in  temperature  are  almost  as  bad  

temperature.
         But   the   one   thing   that   is  most   surprising   to  

bottles  per  container  –  bottle  against  bottle.

valuable  as  the  contents!  A  damaged  label  (torn,  

count  every  day).

Handling  and
  Transport  of  Fine  Wine

tropical  environment,  there  is  enough  

cases   is   to   put   their   video   tapes   in  

item  in  the  house,  video  tapes  are  an  

them  brittle  –  and   for   tapes   that  are  

measures     are  not  advised.   Instead,  

hydroxyls,   botanicals   and   other   less  
invasive  tools  of  the  trade.

is  to  use  “Pellon”  a  synthetic  cloth  that  
is   soft   and   “clingy”   enough   to   pass  

        Others   insist  on   the  softest  cotton  
cloth   they   can   acquire.   It   has   to   be  
lint   free  and  of   a   type   that   does  not  
leave   fabric   “dust”   behind.  With   that  
in  mind,  a  series  of  “passes”  are  used  
to  gently  clean  the  tape  on  both  sides.
      Some  professional  companies  use  
a  sapphire  or   ruby   “blade”   to  scrape  
mold  and  other  debris  off  the  tape,  but  

could  create  instant  confetti.

to  the  talents  and  competence  of  the  
experts.
      And  just  as  a  side  note,  mold  comes  

Cleaning  Mold  Off  Video  Tapes      
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