COVID-19 AND PETS
What you need to know about
your pet and COVID-19

Can dogs or cats pass SARS-CoV-2 to humans?

So far, there is only evidence for human-to-human
transmission. There is no evidence of pet-to-human
transmission. Two dogs from China and one cat from
the Netherlands have tested positive. None of them
showed clinical signs of the illness.

Can a pet's haircoat be contaminated
with the virus and infect people?

Probably, for a short time, depending on the
amount of virus present. The virus may be viable
for several hours on pet fur, so we need to be
careful to wash hands before and after touching a
pet.

Should you be bathing your pet daily to stop
contamination?

No, this is unnecessary. However, if you're pet
does come into contact with someone who has
COVID-19 or symptoms of COVID-19, including
someone in your own household, there are a few
steps you can take to decontaminate your pet's
fur from possible fomites. If you have a dog and
a yard that can safely contain your pet, leave pet
outside for 4 hours or lock pet in a bathroom or
small room for several hours and then wipe
down all surfaces with dilute bleach solution or
other similar cleaning product. After waiting
several hours, giving your pet a bath with Dawn
dish soap can help destroy any remaining virus
particles. The soap can help destroy the lipid
envelope of the virus.

What shampoos or wipes do you recommend to
clean a pets fur?

As mentioned above, Dawn dish soap is safe for
the fur and skin. If you are unable to fully bathe
your pet you can make wipes by lightly soaking
paper towels in isopropyl alcohol (70% or greater)
or hydrogen peroxide. Then use these to wipe
down their coat. DO NOT completely soak their
fur, just lightly wipe them down.
What should you do to prepare for a pets care in
the event you contract COVID-19?

It is recommended that another person in the
household that is able to care for the pet. Make sure
you have an emergency kit prepared with two weeks
of food and any medication. Having medical records
ready for any possible vet visit is also advised
If Someone in household is +, are there any
special precautions to be taken with the pet?

It is recommended that those ill with COVID-19 have
limited contact with animals until more information is
know about the virus. Have another member of the
household take care of pets everyday essential needs. If
this is a service animal- it is recommended to wear a
facemask, don’t share food, kiss, or hug them, and
always wash hands before and after touching or having
contact with them.

What happens if my pet becomes sick and needs
medical attention

Most general practices and emergency/specialty
hospitals are open but with certain COVID-19
specific protocols in place to protect you and the
staff caring for your pet.

MASH is open 24/7 and is fully operational

MASH is not turning away patients because of
COVID-19 positive family members. MASH knows
that pets, despite this virus pandemic, still get sick
and need care. We have specific protocols in
place to take in patients from COVID-19 positive
households. Please call us at 855-350-7387 if
your pet needs care.

