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Advent 2:  Matthew 3: 1-12   In those days John the Baptist appeared in the 
wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come 
near.” 3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice 
of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight.’” 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and 
all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 
them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We 
have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to 
raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; 
every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire. 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than 
I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his 
threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will 
burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 
As we continue our Bethlehem Journey, we pause with John to wonder why the 
Messiah comes at all and what we need to do in the here and now.  God is up to 
intensive Divine Repair.  John sees what is coming on the near horizon and calls 
us to repentance.   
 
Beloved of God, grace, peace and repentance be ours this day.  Amen.  
 
As we reflect upon the state of our world today, where are the places that make us 
long for our Savior’s return?  What are the situations that make us itchy or 
unsettled?   Wherever we see sin and death, it is there where humanity and creation 
long for Jesus.  Systems leave people scarred for life.  Racism.  Homophobia.  
War.  Hunger which doesn’t have an end.  Homelessness. Complacency for the 
way things are with no desire for real and lasting change.  
 



The reasons weren’t totally the same in John the Baptist’s day, yet apparently, John 
saw plenty to speak up against.  He saw the brokenness of society and the sin of 
the religious leaders.   
 
John preaches from the prophet Isaiah. ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his 
paths straight.’ Like the prophet of old, John sees a new vision on the horizon.  
Although for John, it is much, much closer than it ever was in Isaiah’s time.  The 
redemption of God’s people is coming.  Finally there will be restoration of Israel to 
it’s rightful place.  Divine repair to be done and it’s John’s job to make the 
preparations.   
 
Thus, the people of Jerusalem and Judea went out to John in the wilderness.  This 
would have been a message heard with great hope.  “God was once again about to 
redeem God’s people?  Is that what he said?”  They had been waiting for these 
words since the prophet Isaiah first uttered them, centuries ago.  
 
Now the question became, what did they need to do?  If you’ve travelled recently 
on the section of I-25 anywhere between Mead and Wellington, you know what it 
looks like to repair a road.  The massive piles of old concrete: huge blocks of 
previous highway stacked up waiting to be hauled away.  Cars have been routed 
one way and then another through long segments of road as workers prepare one 
side of the highway at a time.  This isn’t a quick or easy process.  But there is a 
master plan.  There is a vision of what it will look like when completed.     
 
This is John’s vision.  This is what he preaches to the people: “prepare the way of 
the Lord, make His paths straight.”  For we living now, it makes sense.  For when 
any of us plan a trip, we always have a reason.  It might be business.  It might be 
for pleasure, a vacation.  Perhaps some of us spontaneously hop into the car and 
go.  Yet most often there is a reason for the trip.  John tells us the reason for our 
journey to Bethlehem.  John makes clear why the Son of God will come.   
 
Jesus will come to redeem God’s people once again.  As foretold in former days, 
One is coming who will forgive and restore God’s people to their rightful place.  
But that One won’t come like a guest at an afternoon tea party with scones and 
finger cookies and a string quartet playing softly in the background.   
 
No, John declares, the Savior has a winnowing fork.  He will burn away all that 
doesn’t lead to life and good fruit.  He is more powerful than the religious leaders 
who think they are better than sliced bread.  This Savior has an agenda of cleansing 



and renewal.  He will baptize with the Holy Spirit.  Thus, John asks them, “Are 
you ready?” 
 
John asks us, “Are we ready?” 
 
We often talk about Jesus coming to live within our hearts.  But what John desires 
us to see, is that our hearts need to be readied to take a stand.  This divine 
reckoning which is coming, compels us to take a look in the mirror and start 
within.  How have we been complicit in the ways of sin and death?  How can we 
change our ways?  Where has pride and apathy and greed been present in our lives.   
 
We can do this introspection, church.  We can.  The Holy Spirit helps us to know 
that we have done and that which we have left undone.  With God, this heart 
surgery is not difficult, although it might be uncomfortable.  It is part of organizing 
for the journey, you know.  Washing and cleaning the clothes before packing.  
Washing our hearts with prayer, confession, and repentance.   
 
After we’ve looked within, we are equipped to join John’s cause and next Jesus’ 
cause to right God’s world once more.  Where is it we are called to ‘prepare the 
way’ for God’s children in our community?   
 
Where will we stand up for oppression?  Justice?  What words will give voice to 
our anger about apathy and the same-old-same-old when people’s lives are 
impacted?  God’s children deserve more.  Jesus knew that and we know that.  He 
preached to all who could hear about a new way of living, loving and being with 
each other.  Jesus modeled a life of peace and justice.    
 
This isn’t a quick or easy process.  But God has a vision and Jesus comes to 
implement a new relationship between God and God’s people.  Preparing the way 
of our hearts and the world to receive her King is through introspection, 
confession, repentance, and new life.  Amen  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


