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Acts 9:1-20 
Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the 
Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at 
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he 
might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  
 
3Now as he was going along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from 
heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, 
“Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” 5He asked, “Who are you, Lord?” The 
reply came, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.6But get up and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.”7The men who were traveling with him 
stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one. 8Saul got up from 
the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see nothing; so they led him 
by the hand and brought him into Damascus. 9For three days he was without sight, 
and neither ate nor drank. 
 
10Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a 
vision, “Ananias.” He answered, “Here I am, Lord.” 11The Lord said to him, “Get 
up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of 
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, 12and he has seen in a vision a 
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his 
sight.” 13But Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many about this man, 
how much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; 14and here he has authority 
from the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name.” 15But the Lord said to 
him, “Go, for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before 
Gentiles and kings and before the people of Israel; 16I myself will show him how 
much he must suffer for the sake of my name.” 17So Ananias went and entered the 
house. He laid his hands on Saul and said, “Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who 
appeared to you on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight 
and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” 18And immediately something like scales fell 
from his eyes, and his sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, 19and 
after taking some food, he regained his strength. For several days he was with the 
disciples in Damascus, 20and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the 
synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.” 
  



What is the first thing you think of when you hear the name Paul from the Bible? 
 
He is often known as St. Paul or the apostle Paul. You might know that Paul shared 
the gospel, the good news of Jesus, with the Gentile (non-Jewish) world. Maybe 
you are familiar with his writings to the churches he began. Or his advice on issues 
that the early church argued about and wrestled with. Or maybe even his 
contradictory statements on the role of women in the church that have been used 
for centuries to silence women.  
 
Maybe you know something about Paul’s resume. Acts tells us that Paul was a 
Pharisee. He was educated and articulate, courageous and visionary. He was from a 
devout Jewish family who lived in Tarsus. He lived during the time of Jesus but no 
one knows if they ever met or if Paul saw or heard Jesus before his crucifixion.  
 
I confess that I often assume from his writings and his persecution of early 
Christians that Paul was arrogant. He had abilities and assets and power and he 
knew it.  
 
And yet Paul’s first encounter with the risen Christ is a story of humility that I 
want us to explore today. 
 
Our reading today comes from the book of the Acts of the Apostles. We heard the 
story of Saul. Saul who we know better as the apostle Paul. And today we heard 
the story of Saul meeting Jesus in a way he couldn’t ignore. 
 
From Acts we learn that Saul was stopped on the road to Damascus. He was 
headed to Damascus because he was going to turn in Christians and have them 
killed. Saul persecuted Christians because he believed they were wrong in their 
faith and beliefs. He was responsible for the death of many Christians before 
hearing Jesus’ call on the road to Damascus.  
 
Well while Saul, also called Paul, was walking on the road he met Jesus in a 
blinding light and when he stood up he could not see a thing. His companions had 
to help him the rest of the way. For three days Saul was blind. And then God sent 
Ananias to Saul and Saul’s sight was restored and he was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, baptized and became a follower of Jesus. 
 
This piece of scripture is one of terror and persecution, of surprise and fear, and of 
blindness and sight. 
 



This is a real story we hear today as we live in a time of terror and fear and 
blindness as well. Week after week we know stories of violence and tragedy and 
fear in our world all around us. Sometimes we wonder if there can be hope in such 
dark times. 
 
The Bible offers us words and stories and events that tell us the human story and 
God’s story. They reveal to us how God interacts with us and works in the world.  
 
The Bible is not full of fairy tales but of tough situations, of imperfect people, of 
murder and fear and pain. And sometimes we hear stories of people who are blind, 
lost in deep darkness. 
 
Saul’s eyes were wide open the Bible says, but he could not see. And we know that 
he could see only hate, only fear, only violence. He wanted to destroy Christians in 
order to protect his own faith and his own religion. “Saul, Saul, why do you 
persecute me?” Jesus’ voice called to him.   
 
Saul was blind three days. But in truth wasn’t it much longer? Saul was physically 
blind for three days but had been blind to God’s desire for all of humanity for a 
long time.   
 
The scales fell off and he was able to see. And what could he see? More than just 
objects and color. He was able to see God’s desire to gather all people together 
through the love of Christ. 
 
God took a terrible situation, Saul at his worst, and called out to him, changed his 
life and chose him to share the gospel message, the good news of Jesus, with the 
world. 
 
Saul, also called Paul, didn’t choose this. God came to him, revealed God’s light 
and gave Paul a way out of the darkness. 
 
God does the same for you and me. God comes to us in our darkness when we 
struggle to find hope and the path forward. 
 
I wonder if we, like Paul, also wander around with our eyes open but not truly 
seeing as God sees. We feel certain who our enemy is, blind to what makes us 
uncomfortable, blind to the needs of others, blind to injustice and corruption and 
greed. We hope to avoid the things we don’t want to see. And we long to feel safe 
and untouched by suffering. 



But we are not called to live in the dark. We are a people of light. God calls out to 
you this day to live in the light, to open your eyes and to follow Jesus. 
 
Today we find the gift of humility in Paul’s story. The Merriam-Webster 
dictionary defines humility as “freedom from pride or arrogance.” 
 
Paul was arrogant in many ways but when he met Jesus he was humbled by God’s 
light and his own blindness. God changed Paul’s heart and sight and used Paul’s 
gifts to do God’s work in the world and share God’s message.  
 
So what can we learn from Paul? How can we be freed from our own pride and 
arrogance? Like Paul, let’s listen and look for God in our lives. When we are in 
need let’s ask for help from others, especially when we can’t see the way forward. 
And may we, like Paul, find our eyes opened and our lives changed. 
 
The good news for us today is that God’s light is stronger than the darkness of evil, 
the darkness of sin, the darkness of fear, despair and grief. God is stronger than 
violence and war, fear and death. 
 
We gather together today as we do every week to remember and celebrate Jesus’ 
resurrection. We remember that Jesus has risen from the dead and the tomb is 
empty. And because we are resurrection people death does not get the last word. In 
the midst of the darkest time there is always the light of Christ.   
 
It is not tragedy, not violence, not the dark that defines us as resurrection people 
and followers of Jesus. It is God’s light shining out from the whole body of Christ 
that shows us who we are and that invites us to go out into the world sharing God’s 
love. 
 
May God open our eyes wide this day that we might see the light of Christ, be 
humbled and follow Jesus. 
 
Amen. 


