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Luke 3:7-18 
7John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of 
vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruits worthy of 
repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 
ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 
Abraham. 9Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore 
that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” 
 
 10And the crowds asked him, “What then should we do?” 11In reply he said to 
them, “Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and 
whoever has food must do likewise.” 12Even tax collectors came to be baptized, 
and they asked him, “Teacher, what should we do?” 13He said to them, “Collect 
no more than the amount prescribed for you.” 14Soldiers also asked him, “And we, 
what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money from anyone by 
threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” 
 
 15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their 
hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John answered all of 
them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is 
coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing 
floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
 
 18So, with many other exhortations, he proclaimed the good news to the people. 
 
 
God speaks through prophets in every time and place. We look for them in houses 
of worship or town halls or on stage. And sometimes prophets hang out in grocery 
stores or parks or libraries.  
 
Who is a prophet? How do we recognize them? Why are they important? 
 
Throughout the Bible we meet God’s prophets. Prophets young and old who spoke 
for God, calling for eyes to be opened, ears to hear, lives to be changed.  



There were prophets who spoke out for justice when there was injustice, for wealth 
to be shared when the poor went hungry, for rulers to know humility when they 
believed they were all powerful, for hope when people were forced into exile and 
thought that they would never find their way home. 
 
Prophets, more often than not, say things that are difficult for many people to hear. 
They speak out about all kinds of things we know are true but don’t want to face. 
And yet we are drawn to them in every time and place. 
 
On this 3rd weekend in Advent we hear again from John the Baptist. He shared the 
message that came to him from God out in the wilderness. Let’s hear what 
happened again from Luke’s gospel this time from The Message: 
 
When crowds of people came out for baptism because it was the popular thing to 
do, John exploded: “Brood of snakes! What do you think you’re doing slithering 
down here to the river? Do you think a little water on your snakeskins is going to 
deflect God’s judgment? It’s your life that must change, not your skin. And don’t 
think you can pull rank by claiming Abraham as ‘father.’ Being a child of 
Abraham is neither here nor there—children of Abraham are a dime a dozen. God 
can make children from stones if he wants. What counts is your life. Is it green and 
flourishing? Because if it’s deadwood, it goes on the fire.”  
(Luke 3:7-9, The Message) 
 
John the Baptist always leaves me speechless. I think if I had been a part of the 
crowd out there in the wilderness I might have tried to run back home. But there 
were people there in the crowd that day that wanted to know more. “What then 
should we do?” they ask John. 
 
And John gives them specific examples. Share what you already have. If you have 
two coats share one. If you are a tax collector don’t collect more taxes than you 
should. If you are a solider don’t use your power to take advantage of people. 
 
Live life God’s way. Love God and love your neighbor. Always be watching for 
the needs of others and help them out. Make sure that your life is oriented toward 
God and your neighbor, not towards power and wealth or titles and things.  
 
John offers harsh words today but, as prophets do, he speaks God’s message to us. 
He calls us to look at our life, our actions, our identity and see where we are called 
to make changes. After all that is what repentance is. It is recognition that we are 
going in the wrong direction and need to turn around and change our ways. 



Prophets invite us to be honest with ourselves and each other and God. And that 
honesty can be tough to hear. But there is good news along with the call to 
repentance, honesty and change.  
 
Professor Kathryn Schifferdecker from Luther Seminary writes that prophets tell 
us something life changing. She says that prophets like John bring us the good 
news that “God is not finished with us yet.” 
 
Listen again to Luke 3:16-17 this time from The Message:  
 
But John intervened: “I’m baptizing you here in the river. The main character in 
this drama, to whom I’m a mere stagehand, will ignite the kingdom life, a fire, the 
Holy Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. He’s going to clean 
house—make a clean sweep of your lives. He’ll place everything true in its proper 
place before God; everything false he’ll put out with the trash to be burned.” 
(Luke 3:16-17) 
 
John not only calls us all to repent, to turn and change. Most importantly he points 
us to Jesus. The one God sent to us so that we would know that God is not finished 
with us yet. John says that Jesus “will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with 
fire.”  
 
Professor Schifferdecker says that with these words John proclaims the good news 
that “Jesus will ignite the kingdom life within you, a fire within you, the Holy 
Spirit within you, changing you from the inside out. God in Christ comes to us not 
just as a baby in a manger, but as consuming fire, burning away in us all that keeps 
us from God, purifying us and strengthening us as metal is tempered, as gold is 
refined.” 
 
This time of year we light candles and enjoy the gentle flicker of flames on the 
Advent wreath or in our homes on dark winter nights.  
 
But today we prepare for Jesus who will bring with him not a tiny flame but the 
fire of the Holy Spirit that will “ignite the kingdom life” in us “changing you from 
the inside out.”  
 
God is not finished with us yet. 
 
Knowing this good news, what does the future hold for you and me?  
 



In this Advent season we will continue to prepare the way for Jesus to come to this 
world by preparing ourselves. We will listen for prophets in our own time. We will 
ask questions that might bring uncomfortable answers. Questions like how do my 
actions impact others or what do I have that someone else needs whether that is a 
coat, or money, or a friend. 
 
And if you are nervous or unsure, as I so often am, of John the Baptist and 
prophets who call us to repent, to turn and change, remember the good news 
proclaimed today. By the power of the Holy Spirit we will know God’s holy fire 
within us and we will bear good fruit. Jesus has been sent to us that we might know 
always and forever that God loves us, that we are forgiven and that God is not 
finished with us yet. 
 
Prophets come to us in some many ways and so I’m going to close with words 
from a poet. Pastor Herb Brokering wrote many poems and hymns and in this 
poem he speaks of prophets and the work we are all called to by God. 
 

There is a song about something big happening, which needs a player, a 
band, and needs to be repeated.  
Who will sing it?  
There is a promise made that needs to be retold, renewed, kept.  
Who will tell it?  
There is anger and outrage that needs to be broken, shouted, screamed.  
Who will scream it?  
There are fists that need unclenching, and minds that need to be cleared.  
There are words to be gift-wrapped, rainbows to be applauded, cups to be 
shared, hands to be held, eyes to be noticed, prophets to be heard.  
There is so much in motion.  
There are hopes to be passed on, warnings to be signaled and new gardens 
to plant.  
Who will plant them? 
There are trees to name, poems to give tunes, rivers to cross, people to 
forgive.  
Oh God, there’s so much to do, so much is mine, so much brand new, so 
much ahead, so much still to come, so much around.  
Oh God, there is enough time for us to look around, all around, above and 
below, to see where we are, who we are, why we are, whose we are.  

 
Hear the words of the prophets. Prepare for Jesus. Be ignited by the power of the 
Holy Spirit. Bear good fruit. And know that God is not finished with us yet! Amen. 


