
LONGING 

 

 

My soul yearns for you in the night, my spirit within me 

earnestly seeks you.  Isaiah 26:9 

 

As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you O 

God.  My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.  Psalm 42:1 

 

 

The front doors of our church, with the buckets of flowers on 

each side, just waiting to be opened to welcome us back, the 

candles burning as a reminder that Jesus is the light of all our 

worlds, the eternal light continuously glowing with a soft light 

so we can know of God's constant and unfailing presence with 

each one of us, the beautiful music, and the compelling words 

of wisdom, guidance, care and concern from Pastor Ruth Ann 

and Pastor Deb --  all images we see on the worship services 

and devotions that are lovingly, thoughtfully and faithfully 

prepared for us by Leo Salazar on Zoom, all these moments are 

making our longings easier to carry.     

 

We are longing . . .  longing to come home to our church family 

in our familiar church building. 

 

These are days full of longing that affect all of us . . .  longing for 

this pandemic to be over, longing for the economic stress to be 

decreased,  the racial tensions lessened, and we long for the joy  

to be able to spend time with our family and friends again. 

 

I would say for most of us we feel the longing to once again 

come to our church; to be able to worship together as we sing 

and pray and worship our mighty God.  Not only are we longing 

to see each other, as well we also are longing to be in touch 

with all the things of God in a tangible way. 

 

Seek the Lord while he 

may be found, call upon  

him while he is near . . . 

For my thoughts are not 

your thoughts, nor are 

your ways my ways, says 

the Lord.  For as the 

heavens are higher than 

the earth; so are my ways 

higher than your ways and 

my thoughts than your 

thoughts. 

-Isaiah 55:6,8-9 

 

For surely I know the plans 

I have for you, says the 

Lord, plans for your 

welfare and not for harm, 

to give you a future with 

hope.  Then when you call 

upon me and come and 

pray to me, I will hear you.  

When you search for me, 

you will find me; if you 

seek me with all your 

heart.   

-Jeremiah 29:11-13 

 

Come to me all you that 

are weary and are carrying 

heavy burdens and I will 

give you rest.  Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn 

from me; for I am gentle 

and humble in heart, and 

you will find rest for your 

souls.  For my yoke is easy 

and my burden is light. 

-Matthew 11:28 

 



For all of us, we long to gather around the altar and celebrate 

Holy Communion together, side by side, knowing that we 

belong as we share this holy meal which sustains our souls.   

And, oh how we miss sharing the peace and the warm 

handshakes and hugs! 

 

Even more importantly, while it has been so long since we have 

been together, we truly have not been alone.  God has been 

with us in the middle of our longings.  Of that we have no 

doubt.  And oh, how we long to feel His touch on our lives. And 

when we are still and waiting, God knows our longings, hears 

our prayers, and comes to each one of our hearts with his open 

arms and warm and caring heart. 

 

Could it be that are longings are not for what has been, but 

rather for what will be? Here is where we find blessing in 

looking ahead to what is coming. 

 

The always present promise of God is He will never abandon us.    

We know deep in our hearts we have not been forgotten by our 

God.  We long for His presence in our lives.  And we have not 

forgotten each other.  In a most meaningful way, perhaps, we 

find ourselves united more than ever in our longings! 

 

So our prayer, on these days, is for patience in our waiting and 

in peace and gratefulness because we know and feel that God is 

close to each one of us. 

 

God is with us . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

Blest be the tie that 

binds, our hearts in 

Christian love; the 

unity of heart and 

mind is like to that 

above. 

 

Before our Father's 

throne we pour our 

ardent prayers; our 

fears, our hopes, our 

aims are one, our 

comforts and our 

cares. 

 

We share our mutual 

woes, our mutual 

burdens bear; and 

often for each other 

flows the 

sympathizing tear. 

 

From sorrow, toil, 

and pain, and sin we 

shall be fee; and 

perfect love and 

friendship reign 

through all eternity. 
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