
King of Glory Lutheran March 18-19, 2017 

A: Lent 3 “Living Water”: John 4: 5-42    

Pastor Ruth Ann Loughry 

Jesus offers living water to our souls.  You and I can create living water for 

people’s bodies through mutual conversation, respect and sacrificial giving.  

Then perhaps they can hear the gush of Jesus’ life with them.   

Grace and peace to you, this day from God the Father and our Lord, Jesus 

the Christ.  Amen.  

Thank you for reading the Gospel together!  I wanted us to be able to speak 

the words today - to enter the text and live it out as a conversation more 

like Jesus and the woman had together.   

She was thirsty.  So was He.  They both had a need, the Samaritan woman 

and Jesus.  Both needed water and each other. This longest recorded 

conversation Jesus has with anyone in the Gospels is laden with levels of 

cultural norms that don’t come through the written words to our ears.  How 

odd it was for a man to speak to a woman in public, for a Jew to talk with a 

hated Samaritan.  Additionally for a rabbi of learned standing with power to 

engage with one who had neither.  Like two people from foreign countries, 

they come together for a time and her life is changed.  

There they were at the well.  He sat, she stood.  He asked for what He 

wanted and needed.  She had come to get the same.  But at Jesus’ request, 

“Give me a drink.” instead of backing away, the woman replied with an 

appropriate question.  “How come you’re talking to me?” 

What ensues is a real conversation.  For a rabbi to engage and dialog with 

another was a sign of respect.  Jesus engages the woman for who she is and 

what she desires.  He acknowledges her previous marriages and that she is 



looking for water.  She, acknowledges Jesus as a Jew and questions Him 

about worship and the Messiah. It is on all accounts an incredible exchange! 

Then as you know, she leaves her water jar at the well!  Leaves it there!  

She goes running back to her Samaritan community and begins 

evangelizing.  She tells them about Jesus and they return to the spot to see 

and hear for themselves!  Many Samaritans asked Jesus to stay with them.  

They believed His word.  They’ve met the Savior and it transforms their 

lives.  From an empty jar to a stream of life running through a Samaritan 

town; given to them by a Jew and a woman.  Who would’ve believed it?  

As I prayed over this text, the verse that struck me was her question to 

Jesus.  “Sir, you have no bucket, and the well is deep.  Where do you get 

that living water?”  She’s thinking at this point in literal terms because that 

is what her situation dictates.  Where do you the water?  

I know where I get it.  The sink.  The faucet.  The toilet.  The hose.  Just out 

of curiosity I measured the steps between two sinks in my house; the one in 

the kitchen and the one in a bathroom.  There are 22 steps between them.  

Twenty-two.  That’s it.  How many steps are between your sinks or a sink 

and the shower?   

When Hannah Pensack-Rinehart came home from Ethiopia she showed us 

the pictures of her water supply.  There wasn’t a shower head to turn on. No 

choice of hot or cold water.  There was a bucket.   

Water is on many of our minds these days.  There is drought on our 

Colorado plains and yet snow packed peaks. We’ve seen flooding in 

California and Pennsylvania, with spring flood threats in North Dakota, Iowa 

and Wisconsin.  We’re living between having too much or too little water 

with disasters in between.   



For millions of our brothers and sisters around the globe, the situation is the 

same.  The drought in Sudan is threatening millions of lives.  Millions of 

people don’t have enough water or anything to eat.   

What would you do if the well was dry?  There is no faucet 22 steps away.  

There are no grocery stores with gallon jugs.  There is no hose connected to 

the house.  Imagine if Lake Loveland and Boyd Lake had water but if we 

drank it we’d get sick.  What would you do if the well was dry?  

I think Jesus’ conversation with the woman offers us a direction.  He 

engages her.  He listens to her.  He acknowledges her troubled past and 

current reality.  ‘You’ve had five husbands and the man you’re with isn’t 

your own.  So here you are in the middle of the day to draw water.”  He 

doesn’t say it, but thinks to Himself, “Are you avoiding the humiliation of the 

other women who would’ve come earlier to draw water?” “You’re thirsty, but 

I have living water you need.” 

When we honestly engage with another person, trying to hear their needs 

and desires; it puts us in a position to respond with respect and dignity. 

Jesus could’ve ignored her and waited for a Jewish woman to come to the 

well so that he might get a drink.  But He didn’t.  He allowed the situation to 

unfold, respecting her and her needs.  That gave her the gift of a lifetime.  

I once heard an African theologian say, the Good News isn’t Gospel unless it 

is Good News.  That is to say, simply reading this story to people sitting in 

Sudan, more thirsty than the Samaritan woman ever was, wouldn’t be 

enough.  They show us their empty cup, we read John 4.  “Jesus will give 

you living water!  Drink!”  If their cup is still empty, hearing about Jesus’ 

living eternal water is good news, but not Gospel.  Not saving news.  Not 

resurrection news.  Their cup is still empty.   



Yeni Bazan, age 10 from El Alto, Boliva says, “Of course I wish I were in 

school.  I want to learn to read and write…But how can I?  My mother needs 

me to get water.  You have to get in line early because so many people 

come here.”   

Do you know that women and girls across our globe spend up to six hours 

each day collecting water?  Walking to get water not 22 steps, but six hours.  

That means the girls and boys helping mothers are not in school.  They 

aren’t learning.  They cannot contribute to their communities with higher 

education. (http://water.org/water-crisis/women-children-facts/) 

Think about this fact.  As of 2015, every 90 seconds a child dies of a water 

related disease.  In most urban areas on a major street like Eisenhower, the 

average stop light time is 60-90 seconds.  

(http://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/intersection-design-

elements/traffic-signals/signal-cycle-lengths/) So by the time we stop our 

car and then go again, another child has died because of bad water.   

Water is everything.  Water means life.  Economy.  Education.  Thriving 

communities.  Growing crops.   

So what if we, you and I could bring living water to God’s children?  Even 

though half of you played Jesus’ part in the reading, don’t let it go to your 

heads.  None of us are He. But 663 million people lack access to safe water 

supply close to home. (http://www.worldwaterday.org/) They are waiting at 

the wells.  Standing there with a bucket that’s empty.  As Jesus hands and 

heart, we can bring living water to Jesus’ children.   

At ELCA Good Gifts – part of ELCA World Hunger, $10 - will buy purification 

tablets to transform a gallon of dirty water into clean water protecting from 

cholera or typhoid.  $10 that you might spend on a Starbucks coffee or a 

fast food dinner will save a child’s life. 



Many farmers around the world depend on rainwater for crops.  When 

drought comes a whole community can suffer hunger.  $100 – builds a safe 

irrigation canal so that water is supplied even in times of drought.  $100.  

For you and me, that’s a trip to the grocery store.  A pair of tennis shoes.  A 

game of golf.   

Our brothers and sisters in Christ can’t engage us in conversation.  But ELCA 

staff on the ground in countries like Sudan, know what they need.  They 

know what it costs.  And just like the Samaritan woman sharing about Jesus 

changed her whole village, our sacrificial giving can do the same.  Change a 

whole village.   

There are plenty of people trying to change whole villages.  March 22 is 

World Water Day, voted on by the United Nations back in 1992.  Check it out 

at http://www.worldwaterday.org/.  On Wednesday, Pope Francis, actor and 

activist Matt Damon, NASA astronaut Dr. Kathryn Sullivan and former 

President George W. Bush will take part in a live stream to discuss our most 

precious resource.  The theme this year is waste water.   

On Wednesday, we might be people from foreign countries, but our coming 

together can and will change lives.  It’s Lent my friends.  We’re on a journey 

of fasting, prayer and sacrificial giving.  This World Water Day, let’s act 

together in faith and hope, to make certain the wells won’t run dry.  We can 

provide living water for bodies.  Then people will be able to hear the Gospel 

of Jesus our Savior gushing up for their souls.  Amen.  

 

  


