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Epiphany 3: Matthew 4:12-23 “Imagine The Call. No Resume Needed.”  
 

We cannot imagine what God has in store for us when we answer the call.  
Yet our everyday lives and what we do, are that very call. 

 
Grace and peace to you from our Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 
If you would for a moment I would ask that we all think about something 

that we've done in our lives. This one thing needs to be something that you 
have cared deeply about. You really wanted to achieve it. You understood 

that it was going to take a commitment on your part to make it happen.  
This one thing wouldn't happen overnight. It would take some time to 

develop. But that one thing, whatever it is for you and I, we felt strongly 
that we had to be a part of. We knew on multiple levels intellectually and 

emotionally and maybe even spiritually that what lay before us was a path 

that we needed to take. 
 

Do you have that one thing from your past or present in your mind? Middle 
school and high school students do this as well. This is not just for the 

adults. Maybe it's a spelling bee. Maybe it's a math contest. Maybe it's 
taking your football team to the state championships. Maybe it was a 

relationship that was really important to you. Maybe it was a particular 
project at work.  

 
Are you holding that one thing in your mind? 

 
Now go back to its conception. It's very beginning. Can you remember when 

it started?   
 

You saw her across the room. She was pretty, but she was formidable. 

 
Your boss appeared at your desk and said I need you for this project. You've 

got what it takes. Are you ready? 
 

The football team was ready for the playoffs.  You were the coach to take 
them there.  

 
There is a movie playing in the theaters right now titled “Hidden Figures.” It 

tells the story of three African-American women working at NASA in the 
early 60s when the USA was in a space race with Russia. The title “Hidden 

Figures” has a double meaning for the African-American women who played 
an incredibly important role inside the walls of NASA. It also stands for the 



hidden math, the computations and calculations that have to be extremely 

precise in space work.  
 

These three women endured the racism and segregation of the day. They 
were smart, actually brilliant. Katherine Goble gets an assignment to 

compute the launch and re-entry points of the space shuttle for John Glenn.  
 

I don't want to give you too many spoilers. But I will tell you that God gave 
her a gift. God gave her a gift of doing math calculations. It was almost as if 

the numbers floating in her head came quicker than she could actually write 
them down. She saw them in her imagination and her intellect took her to 

the specific calculations that space shuttle needed to go.  
 

Her gift of doing math was a call from God. Of course the movie doesn't talk 
about it that way. But that's exactly what it was. The space shuttle had 

bolts, heat shields, boosters and switches. But outside of those very real and 

tangible pieces, it was the math coordinates that got the shuttle up and 
brought it back down. Katherine had a call from God to use her brilliant mind 

to work calculations for space shuttles that our government was beginning to 
put into space.  

 
Viewing this movie from a Christian perspective, the other hidden figure that 

is at work is God. For Katherine and her two friends, they faithfully go to 
church. They love their families and children. They work hard to endure the 

racism that no one should have to endure. 
 

Through their gifts and passions, they responded to God's call on their lives.  
 

Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee; just walking.  He sees Andrew and 
his brother Simon. They were fishing. Jesus says, “Follow me and I will make 

you fishers of men.” Then Jesus sees James and John with their dad, 

Zebedee. They're fishermen as well. They receive the same invitation. 
 

The name for this invitation is what we in the church designate as a call.  It’s 
a summons.  A call is God’s movement and invitation in our lives that we 

respond to be or do something greater than ourselves, for God.  “It is the 
place where our deepest passion meets the world’s greatest need.” 

(Frederich Buechner) Therefore, it usually feels larger than we think we can 
accomplish.  We can’t imagine where God will take us or what will happen if 

we follow.  We set out, not knowing where we’re going, but only that the 
Lord is guiding.   

 
Katherine Goble couldn't imagine as a young girl that one day she would 

double check the final calculations for a space launch.  Perhaps you never 



imagined as a football coach that your team would get to the state 

championship. You never could've imagined where your marriage would take 
you when you began it. 

 
The disciples couldn't even imagine how their lives would be transformed 

after Jesus said, “follow me.”  They had no idea the concepts Jesus would 
teach them.  Turn the other cheek.  Give your coat away.  Love your enemy.  

 
It would take all their strength and endurance.  It took courage and love.  

It’s logical to imagine they got tired or always reaching beyond what they 
could see to follow the vision of a new kingdom the way Jesus described it.  

 
Like our hymn of the day says, “Will you come and follow me if I but call 

your name?  Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?  Will 
you let my life be grown in you – and you in me?” (ELW 798 Will You Come 

and Follow Me?)  

 
Go back to that one thing that you were holding in your mind at the 

beginning of the sermon. Now imagine that as a calling from God. You're a 
mother. That is a call. You are a teacher. That is God’s call. Now you're 

retired and God is calling you to new things. Not any less important, just 
different. You who volunteer at children’s schools are called. You who drive 

seniors to doctor’s appointments are called.  You who drive your own 
children to school and wipe dirty noses and pick up Cheerios off the floor are 

called.  You who still answer to a boss and work late hours are called.   

Notice that Jesus did not ask Simon Peter and Andrew for their resume! He 
started from what they presently knew. Fishing. What a brilliant invite. Jesus 

tapped in to what they already knew and what they were already doing, to 
invite them to a deeper but very different kind of life. “Come on fisher-

people. I'm going to help you fish for people. Men's souls. Women’s souls.  
Children’s hearts.  Hope for seniors.” 

 
It wasn't a bait and switch. It was a hook that tugged at their hearts and 

when they finally landed it was on another beach where Jesus fixed them 
breakfast, after enduring the pain of watching their beloved Rabbi die.  

 

And as you know from the example that you're holding in your mind, a call 
isn't all a bed of roses. There are challenges. There are ups and downs. You 

might be called to move to another state. Pastor Carlos ended up working 
with civil rights activist, Cesar Chavez.  Rosa Parks wouldn’t give up her 

seat.  We might find ourselves headed to the altar or the delivery room.  
Through the call we might find ourselves standing up for gay rights. Maybe 

we will move from Ethiopia to America because of a woman we love. Maybe 



we might confront the boss at work for unfair labor practices. Maybe we run 

for a senate seat. 
 

At one point, in Hidden Figures, John Glenn says it's hard to trust something 
that you can't see with your eyes.  Isn't that true for us as well? But God 

calls all of us to be who God created us to be.  We might not trust ourselves 
along the call, but we can always trust God who calls us from right where we 

are to where God needs us to be.  No resume needed.  
 

Rev. Dr. Anna Carter Florence says it this way.   
 

Follow me, you miners, and I will make you mine for people! 
Follow me, you farmers, and I will make you farm for people! 

Follow me, you bankers and tellers, and I will make you bank human life! 
Follow me, you builders, and I will make you builders of God’s house! 

Follow me, you shopkeepers, and I will make you keepers of God’s shop! 

Greg where are field has a calling and a ministry of delivering post letters in 
the mail. David has a calling to be a pharmacist. John and Monica have the 

calling of being parents to precious Lulu and Bill. We are ordinary people 
doing extraordinary things by following God in the callings of our lives. 

 

Amen.  
 

 
 


