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3 8  –  A M E R I C A N  WAY

it’s friday night at the gold 
Dust Motel, one of many mid-cen-
tury buildings lining Biscayne 
Boulevard in Miami’s historic 
MiMo district. Inside a ram-
shackle room, a drug-addled boxer 
fumes with rage, unfazed by the 
four onlookers just feet away. A 
few doors down, a ’60s-era Playboy 
Bunny has a run-in with the cops. 
Elsewhere, a newlywed couple’s 
honeymoon takes a bleak turn, 
witnessed by onlookers. 

These scenes are part of Miami 
Motel Stories, a theatrical series 
born of an unlikely partnership 
between local property develop-
ers and the Juggerknot Theatre 
Company, in which disused (and 
soon to be renovated) hotels are 
used as evocative sets for immer-
sive one-act plays. 

“We take you on a journey of the 
neighborhood through the people 
who actually stayed in the building 
through the decades,” says Tanya 
Bravo, Juggernaut’s founder and 
artistic director. “It’s very different 
from being a passive participant 
when seeing normal theater—this 
has a 360-degree, dimensional feel 
to it.”

For theatergoers, it’s a thrilling 
and intimate setting to watch local 
history come to life. Audience mem-
bers move through three rooms 

encountering the stories, and are 
welcome to browse period-appropri-
ate props and get as close to or far 
away from the actors as they like. It’s 
a win, too, for preservation-minded 
developers looking to highlight the 

history of their properties and gener-
ate buzz about their redevelopment 
projects in the process. As a bonus, 
Bravo says the production lures a 
younger generation to the theater. 

The first version of Miami Motel 
Stories, which drew more than 
3,000 guests, launched in 2017 at 
the Tower Hotel in Miami’s Little 

Havana neighborhood, with each 
room similarly hosting its own 
mini-play with characters who rep-
resent bygone guests at the 1920s-
era hotel. The second iteration at 
the Gold Dust took place in late 
2018 and drew an even larger audi-
ence. This spring, Miami Motel 
Stories debuts its third venture in 
Miami’s Wynwood neighborhood. 

Though located across Miami, 
all three of these once-seedy 
neighborhoods are in the midst of 
a change, as new restaurants, bars 
and shops sprout up, and historic 
buildings are restored. For Bravo, 
these theatrical productions are 
part of the revival.

“We are all doing the same thing: 
peeling the layers away and fig-
uring out what the building once 
was,” Bravo says. “It’s so interest-
ing to watch it happen in tandem.”
juggerknottheatrecompany.com
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“It’s very different 
from normal theater—
this has a 360-degree, 
dimensional feel to it.” 

ON THE SPOT BEHIND THE SCENES

Actor Daniel Gil 
as a boxer on 

Biscayne Boulevard 
in Miami
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