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        ICE   CHIPS 
  

President’s   Letter   

Sept   1,   2021   

Dear   Fort   Collins   Figure   Skating   Club   Members,   

I   want   to   thank   each   and   every   one   of   you   that   made   National  
Showcase   not   only   a   success   but   also   a   lot   of   fun!   I   truly   had   a   
great   time   getting   to   talk   to   so   many   people   and   just   getting   to   
know   some   of   you   better.   It   was   hard   work,   but   it   was   
definitely   worth   it!   The   preliminary   numbers   show   that   we   
made   around   $100,000!   This   money   will   be   used   to   sustain   
our   club   for   many   years   to   come,   so   once   I   again   I   humbly   
thank   all   of   you   for   taking   the   time   out   of   your   busy   lives   to   
support   your   club.   I   heard   so   many   compliments   from   many   
different   people,   from   competitors   and   their   families   to   USFS   
officials   and   employees,   they   all   said   that   we   have   an   
AMAZING   group   of   people.   I   couldn’t   agree   more!   We   are   
very   lucky   to   have   such   a   great   group   of   people   to   work   with.   

It   took   many   months   (years)   of   preparation   to   make   this   
competition   a   success.   I   want   to   single   out   a   few   people   that   
worked   so   hard   behind   the   scenes   in   the   months   (years)   
leading   up   to   this.     

First   and   foremost,   I   want   to   thank   my   co-chair   Kelly   Cann.   
Kelly   is   not   only   smart,   capable   and   an   amazing   event   
organizer,   but   she   is   really   a   TON   of   fun   to   work   with.   There   
is   no   way   we   would   have   been   successful   without   Kelly’s   
dedication   and   efforts.   She   is   a   real   treasure   to   this   club,   and   I   
hope   you   all   get   the   chance   to   thank   her   for   all   that   she   has   
done   for   this   club.   I   feel   lucky   to   have   such   a   wonderful   
person   to   work   with.   

I   also   want   to   thank   Heidi   Early   and   Stacy   Morse,   our   
volunteer   coordinators.   They   worked   tirelessly   behind   the   
scenes   to   keep   you   all   informed   and   educated   and   aware   of   the   
monster   competition   that   was   coming   our   way.   It   was   through   
their   diligence   and   dedication   that   we   were   able   to   staff   every   
volunteer   position   without   hiring   outside   temporary   
employees.   Thank   you,   Heidi   and   Stacy!   

Maria   Miller   worked   very   hard   to   make   this   competition   
classy.   She   designed   the   competitor   gift,   pins,   did   the   program   
and   made   the   badges   and   all   the   signs.   Without   Maria’s   artistic   
sensibilities,   this   competition   would   have   looked   VERY   
different.   Thank   you,   Maria!!!   Stephanie   Hopkins   built   our   
website   for   the   competition   and   kept   it   updated   with   all   the   
latest   information   to   make   the   week   go   so   much   more   
smoothly.   Thank   you   Stephanie!   

April   Allen   is   the   hospitality   chair.   
She   cooks   and   plans   all   the   meals   for   
the   officials   and   the   volunteers.   She   
also   found   all   the   food,   coffee   and   
smoothie   trucks   for   us.   Not   to   
mention   the   fact   that   she   brought   an   
ARMY   of   her   family   members   to   
build   the   official   stands   and   set   up   
both   rinks!   We   truly   could   not   have   
done   this   without   April   and   her   
family!   There   were   multiple   nights   
we   were   setting   up   until   WAY   after   
midnight.   It   was   hard   work,   but   it   

  



www.fortcollinsfsc.org                    FALL   2021   

was   so   much   fun   to   work   with   people   that   make   you   laugh   and   
have   fun.   

There   are   so   many   more   people   to   thank:   Rudy   Schuster   
coordinated   the   spotlights   and   volunteer   training.   He   made   the   
entire   competition   run   smoothly!   Stacy   Knuckey   designed   the   
medals,   trophies   and   made   the   awards   area   so   amazing.   
Sheldrin   Zhu,   Dane   Seldin   and   Nii   Martey   served   as   official   
“officials”   and   made   us   all   proud.   Gayleen   Carpenter   and   her   
family   logged   nearly   200   hours   in   volunteer   time!   Carol   
Hartman   and   Adriana   Cohen   organized   all   the   rentals   and   
coordinated   the   vendors   (and   kept   them   happy   all   week).   
Calvin   McConnell   took   on   coordinating   the   props   and   I   
honestly   heard   people   laughing   backstage.   This   is   a   high   stress   
part   of   the   competition   and   Calvin   manages   it   with   a   smile.   

Last   but   certainly   not   least,   I   need   to   thank   the   City   of   Fort   
Collins   for   their   tireless   efforts   that   week   and   in   the   weeks   
leading   up   to   National   Showcase.   It   was   a   real   pleasure   to   
work   with   them   all.   I   want   to   particularly   mention   Raleigh   
Goodman   and   Christine   West.   They   are   truly   a   joy   to   work   
with.   I   think   they   are   a   big   part   of   what   makes   our   club   so   
special.   We   cannot   succeed   like   we   do   without   the   support   of   
the   city   and   they   provide   that   support   and   so   much   more.   I   
truly   can’t   say   enough   about   how   great   they   are.   

I   want   to   congratulate   all   our   club   skaters,   coaches,   and   teams.   
You   all   made   us   very   proud.   We   hope   that   you   all   had   fun   too!   
I   saw   many   of   our   club   skaters   on   the   podium   and   a   few   in   the   
Parade   of   Champions.   It   was   a   real   joy   the   few   minutes   I   got   
to   stop   working   and   
just   watch   the   
skating.   I   saw   some   
transformative   
programs   this   year.   
The   new   events   were   
a   massive   success   and   
I   cannot   wait   to   see   
what   new   creative   
ideas   are   born   from   
this   competition   that   
we   will   see   in   the   
years   to   come.   

A   large   part   of   the   
reason   Kelly   and   I   
wanted   to   bring   

National   Showcase   to   Fort   Collins   was   so   that   you   all   could   
see   the   options   that   exist   for   skaters   off   the   Olympic   track.   I   
would   argue   that   I   saw   some   of   the   most   beautiful   skating   this   
past   August   than   I   have   seen   in   a   long   time.   As   our   chief   
referee   said   more   than   once,   Showcase   is   what   made   him   fall   
in   love   with   skating   all   over   again.   I   hope   that   many   of   you   
had   the   opportunity   to   see   what   showcase   has   to   offer   and   
maybe   it   made   a   few   of   you   fall   in   love   with   skating   again   or   
maybe   just   a   little   bit   more.   

With   that,   I   will   sign   off.   We   will   be   taking   a   little   hiatus   from   
events   for   a   while   as   we   prepare   for   Fright   Fest   in   October   and   
continue   running   test   sessions.   Please   read   the   testing   section   
of   this   newsletter   carefully   as   there   are   changes   that   are   
coming   and   we   want   you   all   informed.   The   annual   meeting   
that   was   postponed   due   to   showcase   will   take   place   on   
September   18   th   (times   to   follow).   We   will   elect   new   board   
members   and   go   over   last   year’s   accomplishments.   Please   join   
us   if   you   can.   We   would   love   your   feedback.   Remember,   as   
always,   you   are   all   welcome   to   join   our   board   meetings   each   
month.   We   meet   the   second   Monday   of   the   month   either   at   
EPIC   or   online   on   zoom.   Please   reach   out   to   the   club   email   or   
any   board   member   for   details.   

Happy   skating   this   fall   and   we   will   regroup   and   come   back   
with   new   ideas   for   a   new   year   soon!   

  
      -   Amy   Aspelund   
                                                            FCFSC   President   
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Spellbound   Ice   Show   -   June   11-12,   2021      
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Showcase   Nationals   -   August   3-8,   2021   
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Testing   

Congratulations   to   the   following   club   members   for   passing   their   skating   tests.   
  

July   10,   2021   Test   Session   
Kylie   Neel    Pre-Preliminary   MITF   and   Free   Skate   
Ava   Bailey    Pre-Preliminary   MITF   and   Free   Skate   
Scarlett   Austin    Pre-Preliminary   MITF   
Yaretzi   Gonzalez    Preliminary   MITF   
Mackenzie   Irish    Preliminary   MITF   
Ellese   Klaasen    Preliminary   MITF   
Kimberly   Klaasen    Preliminary   MITF   
Sarah   Stump    Preliminary   MITF   
Isabella   Hughes    Preliminary   MITF  
Katherine   Pietras    Pre-Juvenile   Free   Skate   
Megan   Doherty    Pre-Juvenile   MITF   
Addie   Lambrect    Juvenile   MITF   
Kara   Richardson    Juvenile   MITF   
Adrianna   Cohen    Intermediate   MITF   
Stephanie   Hopkins    Intermediate   MITF   
Claire   Hoyle    Novice   Free   Skate   
Reede   Lunt    Novice   Free   Skate   

  
Aug   21,   2021   Test   Session   
Zoe   Anderson    Dutch   Waltz,   Rhythm   Blues   and   Pre-Juv   MITF   
Addison   Mitchell    Dutch   Waltz,   Rhythm   Blues   and   Canasta   Tango   
Maddigan   Ward    Dutch   Waltz,   Rhythm   Blues   and   Canasta   Tango   
Rebecca   Nordman    Dutch   Waltz   
Katherine   Hicks    Juvenile   MITF   
Quinn   Hux    Pre-Preliminary   MITF   
Scarlett   Austin    Pre-Preliminary   Free   Skate   

  
June,   July   &   August   Virtual   Tests   and   Test   Sessions   Away   from   Fort   Collins   
Kaiya   Goodwin    Preliminary   Moves   
Voncell   Woods    Adult   Pre   Bronze   Free   Skate     
Sage   Krzyzkowski    Quickstep   and   Viennese   Waltz     
Lauren   Knuckey    Dutch   Waltz     
Addison   Mitchell    Intermediate   MITF   and   Free   Skate     
  

Our   next   test   session   will   be   Friday   September   24   th   .   We   will   host   3   gold   judges   to   judge   moves   and   free   skate   tests.   We   
will   offer   virtual   judging   for   dance   tests   at   the   end   of   the   live   test   session.   Please   register   for   tests   using   the   correct   test   
session   either   regular   or   virtual.   Contact   Gayleen   Carpenter   for   questions,   Gayleen.carpenter@gmail.com.   
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Virtual   Testing   

Beginning   at   the   September   24th   Test   Session,   we   will   now   be   able   to   offer   regular   virtual   testing!   Because   it   has   been   so   
difficult   to   get   regular   opportunities   for   our   skaters   to   do   dance   tests,   we   have   finally   made   it   possible   for   our   members   to   
test   any   dance   test   at   any   of   our   test   sessions   via   a   virtual   dance   test!   Betsi   and   Gayleen   were   able   to   trial   through   a   virtual   
test   session   in   August,   and   now,   we   can   make   it   possible   to   offer   virtual   testing   at   all   our   test   sessions   going   forward   
beginning   in   September!   There   will   still   likely   be   some   bumps   as   we   figure   out   how   to   make   these   run   seamlessly   but   here   
is   how   we   will   be   able   to   offer   virtual   testing   going   forward.   Although   it   would   be   preferred   to   have   live   judging   for   all   
our   tests,   we   want   to   be   able   to   do   the   next   best   service   for   our   members.   

First,   there   will   still   be   a   regular   live   test   session   with   3   gold   judges   at   
most   of   our   test   sessions   on   the   dates   already   listed.   At   the   end   of   the   
live   test   session   Betsi   and   Gayleen   (and   probably   another   volunteer)   
will   begin   the   virtual   test   session,   consisting   of   (most   often)   the   dance   
tests.   If   a   skater   wishes   to   register   for   a   regular   moves,   free   skate   or   
pairs   test   you   will   register   for   the   regular   test   session   and   find   your   
test   in   the   drop-down   menu,   select   your   level   you   are   testing   and   
which   track   (standard,   over   21   or   50+)   and   complete   the   registration   
as   usual.   If   you   are   wanting   to   test   a   dance   test,   these   will   be   grayed   
out   and   not   available   on   the   regular   test   session.   You   will   register   for   
the   VIRTUAL   test   session   on   the   same   date   and   find   your   specific   
dance   test   that   you’d   like   to   register   for.   

On   the   day   of   the   virtual   test   session,   the   test   committee   will   provide   
proper   documents   for   skater,   coach   and   parent   (for   minors)   to   sign   
including   an   Affidavit   and   Release   for   use   of   Image   over   the   internet.   
Solo   ice   time   in   which   to   perform   your   test,   digital   video   equipment,   
videographer   for   the   test,   proctor   for   the   test   per   the   specific   USFSA   
Virtual   Testing   guidelines   done   within   our   scheduled   test   sessions.   
The   Test   Chair   will   upload   the   virtual   test   to   the   FCFSC   Test   Google   

Drive   account,   provide   a   link   to   the   virtual   judges,   email   all   required   test   forms   to   the   judges,   collect   completed   judging   
sheets,   notify   the   skater/coach   of   the   test   results,   submit   the   results   to   USFSA   and   pay   the   USFSA   Test   fees.   Judges   may   
take   up   to   a   week   to   complete   the   judging   so   results   can   take   several   days   before   the   skater   is   notified.   

Re-skates:   In   virtual   testing   there   are   no   re-skates.   The   virtual   test   is   a   video   that   must   be   shot   in   one   continuous   video   
from   start   to   finish.   During   the   test   session   we   will   video   each   test   in   order.   Due   to   the   very   high   cost   of   our   ice   time,   we   
cannot   afford   re-skates   as   each   video   takes   as   much   time   as   a   whole   test.   We   will   be   very   limited   on   our   ice   time   and   each   
virtual   test   can   only   be   skated   once   per   test   session.   Due   to   the   significant   increase   in   the   behind   the   scenes   computer   
work   for   the   test   chairs   there   will   be   an   increase   in   the   administrative   fees   for   virtual   tests.   

There   will   be   a   lot   of   questions   about   virtual   tests   in   the   coming   months   and   we   expect   that!   Please   ask   your   test   chairs,   
Betsi   Mead   and   Gayleen   Carpenter,   they   will   be   happy   to   answer   any   questions   and   explain   the   details   as   this   is   a   very   
new   service   that   we   can   offer   to   our   club   members   who   want   to   have   ongoing   ways   to   develop   their   skating   skills.   
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Senior   Banquet   

Banquet   was   held   on   June   26th   at   the   Fort   Collins   Senior   
Center.     
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Fort   Collins   FSC   Membership     

Current   Membership:   194   

Thank   you   for   all   of   your   hard   work   volunteering   for   National   Showcase!    Be   sure   to   log   your   hours   in   your   Entryeeze   
account.    Remember   each   family   needs   20   hours   per   year   and   each   multi-skater   family   needs   30   hours.   

Here's   how-     

1.    Log   into   your   Entryeeze   account   on   a   laptop.    This   does   not   work   on   a   phone.   

2.    Click   on   the   "Volunteer"   tab,   then   click   "Volunteer   Hours."   

3.    Click   on   your   skater's   name   on   the   left,   then   enter   your   hours   and   a   description   including   "Showcase."   Even   if   another   
family   member   worked   who   is   not   a   club   member,   you   can   still   enter   their   hours   under   your   skater's   name.   

4.    Submit   your   hours.   

All   skaters   have   a   family   folder   in   the   cabinet   by   the   coaches'   room   in   the   Green   rink.    Please   check   your   folder   regularly,   
especially   if   you   have   recently   passed   a   test.    You   receive   a   certificate   from   US   Figure   Skating   each   time   you   pass   a   test!   

  

Fire   Crystals   -   Synchro   

New   year   for   the   Fire   Crystals!     
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Junior   Board   

Ice   Show   Cast   Party   was   on   Saturday     
June   19th   from   11am   to   1pm   at   City     
Park   Shelter   #7   

  

  

  



www.fortcollinsfsc.org                    FALL   2021   
  

Junior   Board   

Happy   fall!   The   Junior   Board   is   excited   

to   announce   we   have   a   new   fabulous   

board   of   directors!   Brooklyn   King     

and   Rowan   Martey   (the   presidents)   

created   a   new   system   to   encourage   

participants   to   have   their   own   leadership   

partition   with   committees.   These   

positions   allow   members   to   take   the     

lead   their   group   in   their   specialty.     

The   chairs   of   these   committees   include;   

Secretary   -   Oliva   Melchert   

Treasurer   -   Melina   Miller   

Fundraising   -   Emily   Davis   

Social   -   Addie   Lambrecht   

Advertising   -   Zoe   Anderson   

Community   -   Megan   Nelson   

  

So   what’s   next?   The   Junior   board   retreat   for   its   members   was   on   August   21   

where   we   discussed   plans   for   the   year   to   come!   Keep   an   eye   out   on   social   

media   and   the   bulletin   board   for   parties,   fundraisers,   and   more!   

Instagram:   Foco.skate   
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Fright   Fest   Competition   

Fright   Fest   will   be   on   Sunday,   October   24th.   

  

Dates   to   Remember   

9/18:   Annual   Meeting   -   time   and   location   will   be   emailed   out   to   club   members   soon!   

9/24:   Test   Session   on   blue   rink   -   deadline   to   register   is   9/9   -   cap   at   20   MITF/free   skate   tests   and   15   virtual   tests   

10/22:   Test   Session   on   blue   rink   -   deadline   to   register   is   10/7   -   we   will   cap   the   number   of   tests   

10/24:   Fright   Fest   Competition   

12/3:   Test   Session   on   blue   rink   -   deadline   to   register   is   11/18   -   we   will   try   to   not   cap   this   test   session   so   it   may   start   very   
early   in   the   morning   

  

  

  

              Published   9/1/2021   -   Version   1   
  

  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

The   End!     

  


