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President’s Letter 

June 1, 2019 

Dear Fort Collins Figure Skating Club Members, 

Summer is nearly upon us, although it doesn’t quite feel like it 
yet. Soon, these cloudy, gray skies will be replaced by long, 
hot summer days. Cooling off at the rink is one of my favorite 
summer activities (and one of the best kept secrets in Fort 
Collins!). We have survived an incredibly busy spring season. 

We had a VERY successful Fort Collins Classic and Spring 
Spectacular Ice Show. Thank you all for your countless hours 
of dedication and hard work. We know that you all work hard 
and that volunteering for the club is something that most of 
you do after your “real jobs” and many hours of family and 
free time is sacrificed to make our club a success. We see that 
and we thank you for the sacrifices that you make. 

We really cannot do it without you! Even though it was a lot 
of work, I had a great time working with many of you at these 
spring events. There was a lot of laughter and fun. I’ve said it 
before, and I’ll say it again… if I have to be locked in a rink 
for days at a time, I’m glad it is with all of you! 

I would like to thank Kelly Cann for her awesome leadership 
skills running the Fort Collins Classic. Kelly did an amazing 
job as did all the committee chairs and their volunteers. I was 
really impressed by the way everyone came together to make 
the classic a success. It was an incredible group effort. 

The ice show was also a great success! Thank you to our 
fabulous artistic director, Shelby Lyons! Shelby did an 
incredible job! We are so grateful that we have you. Thank 
you to the City of Fort Collins and EPIC staff and to our 
fabulous show committee for helping pull this off one more 
year! There are openings on this committee so please let us 
know if you would like to become a part of this committee. 

It is a lot of fun and we will need the help next year. I was able 
to see parts of the show and I have to say that I am impressed 
by the pool of talent that we have at our rink. The skaters 
performed so beautifully, and I cannot wait to see the video. 

 

Please know that you can still purchase videos on our website. 
It will be a few more weeks before the video is edited and 
ready to be released. 

 

We have many fun summer activities planned. The club 
“edge”ucation committee is working hard to prepare the 
upcoming summer camp in July. Registration for this camp 
will be open soon, so look for the details in your email and on 
our website. The city will be hosting the “Team 20” summer 
classes again this year. You can find the schedule on the “ice 
time” tab on the website. 

We’ll have our annual club meeting on Saturday, June 8th. 
This is the meeting where we vote for new board members and 
go over the years financials and other fun things. We hope to 
see many of you there! 

I hope you all have a fantastic skating summer whether you 
are competing at the many local competitions, competing at 
National Showcase in Washington, participating in any 
summer camps, Team 20, Theater on Ice, or any other fun 
summer skating activity. Please let us know if we can help 
find a fun summer activity for you! 

I’ll see you around the rink! - Amy Aspelund 
FCFSC President 
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Sekar Prasetya - Skater of the Quarter 
 

When & how did you start ice skating?  
I started figure skating when I was in kindergarten and I 
was put into Learn-to-Skate classes by my mom. As I 
went up in levels my love for figure skating grew and it 
became a part of my life. 
 
What is your best skating memory? 
My best memory so far would have to be during the 
spring show where I got to interact with all the younger 
skaters especially the tiny ones like the Birthday Trolls 
and the Penguins this year. I love getting to skate with 
all of my friends and helping them grow in their skating 
just like they have helped me with mine. 
 
What is your next skating goal? 
My goal is to improve the most I can and since I have 

my double axel, 
my short term goal 
is to either get my 
triple salchow or 
my triple toe loop.  
 
What is life like 
for you outside  
the rink?  
Outside of skating 
I perform. I 
danced for about  
8 years while also 
skating and every 
summer I do 
musical theater 
which includes 
singing, acting, 

and dancing. I have also attended many skating camps 
over many summers. These three things have helped me 
to develop and grow my skating and performing 
abilities. 
 
What’s been your funniest “opps” on the ice? 
During the Spring Spectacular, I had a multitude of the 
funny blunders. When I was supposed to come out for 

the end of the syncro number for Teen Beach Movie, I 
ended up sliding to my spot! I then did what any 
reasonable skater would do: I butt spinned my way until 
I could spin up to stand. I did debate whether or not just 
to pose 
on the ice 
but I 
decided 
it was for 
the best 
that I 
stood up 
for the 
audience 
to see 
me. I also ended up falling during a transition during my 
solo in the same section. But I was lucky and I played it 
off as nice glance to the audience. The audience could 
probably see it was a mistake but I guess they enjoyed 
the nice smile. 
 
What do you want to be when you grow up? 
I want to become an engineer and solve some of life’s 
biggest problems. 
 
Who has helped you along this journey? 
I would have to thank my mom, dad, Marianne Strobel, 
Shelby Lyons, Gordon Harrison, and everyone who has 
supported me along my journey. I want to first thank my 
mom for putting me into skating classes in the first place 
and for always supporting my dreams and goals in 
skating. Whether it was financially or mentally, she has 
always been there on the sidelines of the rink. My dad 
always drove me to ice skating practice and was always 
there for me when we travelled to competitions out of 
state. I would not be who I am today without my coach, 
Ms. Marianne, because she has been my coach since the 
beginning and has guided me every step of the way. 
Shelby and Gordon have helped me from my jumps in 
the fishing pole and my endeavors in pairs skating. 
There are many people who have influenced my life, so  
I would like to say thank you to all of them. 
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Edge-ucation Committee - Katie, Robyn, Hillary, Marianne and Amy 

  

 
Jackie, Diane & Lisa Super Summer Seminar! 
Be sure to save the dates of July 19-21 for our exciting freeskate seminar with 
coaches Jackie Brenner, Diane Miller and Lisa May. Sign up online here: 
https://www.fortcollinsfsc.org/summercamp/ 
 
Registration is now open! Come learn from three top rated national coaches about 
IJS scoring, jump and spin techniques and skating skill development - 15 total hours  

 of fantastic information in a fun group environment. 
 

Jackie Brenner: A coach to U.S. Figure Skating Regional Champions, Sectional 
and Junior National medalists, Jackie was the U.S. Figure Skating Coaches 

Committee Chair, the Professional Skaters Association Honorary Member/Lifetime Achievement Award recipient, the 
PSA Developmental Coach of the Year, and PSA Volunteer of the Year.  
 
Diane Miller: A National and International figure skating coach, Diane has 40 years of coaching experience. She was a 
World Team Alternate, a 9-time National and International competitor, and holds a PSA Level V Ranking. 
 
Lisa May: A triple gold medalist, a former US Skating Champion and 3 time US National competitor, Lisa is a USFS 
National Technical Specialist and National Data Operator who has extensive IJS knowledge. 
 
Join us for a great weekend of skating with amazing coaches! Nationwide talents and PSA  
speakers plus our own talented staff will help guide skaters with sessions of skill  
development and IJS knowledge which will enhance your skating techniques. 
  * Youth - all 3 days - Lutz consistent [max 50 skaters] 
  * Basic Skills - Only Friday - Must have passed Basic 4 [max 25] 
  * Adult [18 yrs] - Saturday & Sunday - Salchow consistent [max 25] 
 
Discounted early bird registration is available for FCFSC skaters      This QR code will take you 
until June 7th at 11:59pm - Youth: $250; Basic Skills: $100; Adult: $150      to the online registration. :) 
 
Anyone from other rinks / clubs is welcome to join us! Registration for non-club members will open on June 8th. 
Registration for everyone will close July 12th. - Youth: $300; Basic Skills $120; Adults $180 
 
Coaches (Must have PSA membership): FCFSC home club coaches are free and all other coaches are $45 or free  
with 3 participants. Email Katie Holmes 1skatinglesson@gmail.com for coach registration. 
 
Private lessons with Jackie Brenner, Diane Miller and Lisa May will be available for skaters who attend.  
Contact Marianne Strobel to schedule: mkstrobel@hotmail.com 
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Safe Sport - Gayleen 
 
Safe Sport continues to be a central focus for our club and we all work together to ensure that our athletes have a sport 
experience that is free from harassment and abuse. We have worked closely with the USFSA to be compliant with rules 
and still allow our kids to have fun with our recent 
competitions and the Spring Spectacular Ice Show. 
Remember, if you have a concern about any issue of  
abuse or harassment please don’t try to investigate on your 
own, but bring your concerns to our Safe Sport Chairperson, 
myself, and they can be channeled to the right authorities.  

 
Competitions - Kelly 
This year FCFSC celebrated  
our 29th year of hosting the  
Fort Collins Classic! 
 

The Fort Collins Classic 2019 was attended by 276  
individual skaters, 2 teams, and hosted 539 starts. We saw  
an increase in participating skaters as well as an increase  
in volunteer involvement! We hosted the first ever Excel 
Series and had many skaters from out of state compete.  

Our  competition was not only a success, but our skaters  
had the opportunity to shine on their home ice while  
friends and family cheered them on! I would like to say  
a big thank you to  
all of our amazing 
skaters, coaches,  
and volunteers for 
making Fort 
Collins Classic  
a success!  

Last, but certainly 
not least I would 
like to say an extra 
special thank you 
to my competition 
chairs and co  
Chairs who are  
the heart of this 
competition… 
thank you! 
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Adults!  
 
It’s been a busy spring for the adults! Two adults have brought a 
level of expertise to the club and the wider skating community.  
Betsi Mead earned her gold test judge appointment for singles, 

pairs, and moves in the 
field. This is a huge 
accomplishment and she 
can judge any level skater. 
She is now looking at 
becoming a competition 
judge so she can judge IJS 
events. And Sheldrin Zhou 
has become a sectional accountant and a level-2 technical accountant. Again, this 
is a great benefit to the club, the events we host, and our skaters. Please give them 
a big round of applause! 
 
We also want to thank all the adult volunteers who helped to make the Fort 
Collins Classic, test sessions, and the Spring Spectacular ice show successful.  
The club can’t do it without you! We appreciate your help! 
 

The 2019 U.S. Adult Midwestern Sectional competition was held in Monument, Colorado March 8-10: 
 

Adult Bronze Light Entertainment Showcase 
Denise Posvek – 5th place 
 
Adult Silver Ladies Qualifying Freeskate 
Mary Beth Fisher – 12th place 
 
Adult Silver – Groups 4-5 Non-qualifying - Freeskate 
Mary Beth Fisher – 2nd place 
Patricia Brinks – 4th place 
Nancy Riley – 5th place 
 

Adult Silver – Group 1 Non-qualifying - Freeskate 
Kassie Hawley – 2nd place 
Alex von Riesen – 4th place 
 
Adult Silver Light Entertainment Showcase 
Trish Brinks – 1st place 
Nancy Riley – 2nd place 
 
Adult Silver Dramatic Showcase 
Kassie Hawley - 1st place 

The 2019 U.S. Adult National Championships competition was held in Salt Lake City, Utah April 3-6: 
 

Silver – Group 4 Light Entertainment Showcase 
Nancy Riley – 6th place 
Patricia Brinks – 7th place 
 
Silver Ladies – Group 5 Freeskate 
Mary Beth Fisher – 6th place 
 
Silver Ladies – Group 4 Freeskate 
Patricia Brinks – 3rd place (A national medalist!) 
Nancy Riley – 10th place 

 
 

 
Future adult activities:  The Super Summer Seminar 
here at EPIC on July 19-21 with 3 fabulous top-notch 
coaches. There will be an “adults only” track on 
Saturday and Sunday. The early bird deadline price for 
Adults is $150 - the price goes up to $180 on June 8th. 
Adults must be 18 years of age and have a consistent 
salchow. 
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Junior Board - Chloe 
 
This past quarter Junior Board worked super hard during such a busy 
time to support and celebrate the hard work of our club. Prior to the Fort 
Collins Classic, Junior board hosted a hair and makeup seminar to help 
out the new members get a hang of competition and show makeup and 
hair styles! So much was covered, including two different options for 
makeup and multiple hair styles suitable for skating. It was so great to 
offer support to those starting their skating journey and we hope this 
event helped skaters getting started!  
 
Next, the Junior Board hosted our concession booth throughout the 
competition. While keeping all our skaters fueled up we were able to 
fundraise so we can later put on events for our club and community. 
Thank you for all the support through the competition!  
 
Finally, we were able to celebrate all the work that went into our 
amazing show this year with our cast party. We had an awesome potluck, lots of games, and a super fun time doing some 
awesome tie dye! We’re so glad everyone got to have some fun to celebrate an amazing show this year!  
 
Have you seen the awesome work Junior Board has done this year?! Do you, or your skater, want to get involved in this 
amazing opportunity to expand leadership and teamwork skills through putting on awesome events? It’s time to apply  
for the Junior Board 2019-2020 term! Check your email for more details, and if you can’t find that please contact  
Chloe Miller at flagdaygirl14@yahoo.com to get an application! If you’re 12-18, we would love to have you join our 
awesome team to put on social events, fundraise, and participate in community service events to bring skating to our 
community!  

- Chloe Miller 
                       Junior Board President  

 
 
Membership - Melody 
 

It's that time of year again to renew your membership!  Starting June 1st, 
you can renew your membership in Entryeeze.  
 
PLEASE RENEW BY JUNE 30th TO AVOID A $25 LATE FEE!  
 
We will be updating our email list and member directory later in the 
summer, be sure to renew in June to continue to receive important 
information about club events.  
 
Final member count for the last membership year:  271 
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Testing - Kathy & Amy 
 

Gayleen Carpenter is now our club Test Chair! We are so thankful for our previous 
chairpersons who have worked so hard at keeping up with the test sessions and we look 
forward to the rest of the year and all our skaters will accomplish with our upcoming tests.  

Our next test sessions are planned for June 8th and July 27th. There won’t be a test in 
August as EPIC will be closed for 2 weeks. Remaining test sessions will be September 13th, 
October 25th and December 6th.  

If you passed a recent test, your certificate of completion is in your family folder at EPIC. 
 

Congratulations to the following skaters that passed tests this spring: 
 

Anya Schuster: Preliminary Moves & Preliminary Free Skate 

Amanda Zou: Intermediate Moves 

Brooke Heaton: Solo Blues 

Claudia Schuster: Preliminary Moves & Preliminary Free Skate 

Clover West: Preliminary Free Skate, Cha Cha, Fiesta Tango & Swing Dance 

Emma Sipes: Preliminary Moves 

Grace Hartman: Intermediate Moves  

Kara Richardson: Preliminary Moves 

Katie Kingston: Dutch Waltz 

Megan Doherty: Preliminary Moves  

Megan Nelson: Juvenile Moves 

Reede Lundt: Preliminary Moves & Preliminary Free Skate 

Veronica Smith: Pre-Juvenile Free Skate 
 

June, July & August Calendar of Club Events: 
 
June 1-30: Renew club membership to avoid $25 late fee 
June 8: Test Session 8-10:30am (ish) 
June 8: FCFSC Annual Board Meeting (after the test session) 

July 19: Deadline for July 27 test session 
July 19-21: Super Summer Seminar with Diane Miller, Jackie Brenner and Lisa May  
July 27: Test Session  
July 31-Aug 4: Showcase Nationals in Wenatchee, Washington 

Aug 10-20: EPIC closed 

Additional test session and competition dates are at Mile High Calendar: https://tinyurl.com/MileHighCalendar 
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