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ESSA CELEBRATES AUTUMN WITH FALL FESTIVAL 2021!
What a fantastic day! On Saturday, October 23, ESSA welcomed our families,
neighbors, and the community for Fall fun! In addition to the main events--a
Trunk or Treat and costume contest--participants enjoyed playing a variety of

games, making crowns, decorating pumpkins, sampling some delicious Crock Pot
dishes, getting tattoos, and having their faces painted. Mrs. Johnson's class also

did a fantastic job of creating a creepy Mad Scientists' Lab, where Festival guests
could engage in some spooky experiments. And this year, we welcomed DJ
Derreck Engle, who donated his services and kept things extra festive with

plenty of Halloween tunes! Congratulations to our winners of the day as well--
Caydence Lee and Aleksander Holmes each won an award for Best Costume,
and Ms. Cassandra Eason was our Top Chef with her Chicken and Sausage
Pasta. Thank you to all of our attendees and volunteers for making this Fall

Festival the best one in ESSA history! 



     This  Summer was an eventful  one for ESSA. Not only did we move into a new school building,  but
we also added to our faculty and welcomed Mr.  John Gagne! He's  doing a great job teaching our 3rd
and 4th grade students,  who especially love all  the mementos and souvenirs  that he brings in to
augment his  lessons.  Although he grew up in Troy,  Mr.  Gagne has traveled the world,  and he's  eager
to share his  experiences with his  class.  For 13 years,  he served in the Navy as an Operations and
Intell igence Special ist .  While he was in the service,  he traveled to 39 countries;  he also saw action
on four continents--North America,  South America,  Asia,  and Afr ica.  
     After  his  enl istment from the Navy ended,  Mr.  Gagne wanted to f ind another way to continue to
serve,  and he felt  that making his  way into the classroom would be an ideal  way to accomplish that.
He attended McKendree University,  where he earned his  Bachelors in Elementary Education.
Fitt ingly,  he minored in History.  He went on to receive his  Masters in Educational Leadership.  His
f irst  teaching job was in the Mascoutah School Distr ict ,  where he taught 7th grade for 10 years and
6th grade for 2 years.
     Mr.  Gagne left  the classroom in order to care for his  ai l ing father and sister.  During that t ime,  he
was able to explore another love--cooking.  He began preparing dishes for his  parents,  and soon was
creating home-cooked meals for mult iple home-bound individuals.  Soon, he found his  way into a few
commercial  kitchens,  including as a short-order cook.  He enjoyed the challenge of cooking mult iple
things at once.
    Eventually,  Mr.  Gagne was again ready for the classroom, and he found his  way to ESSA. It 's  a
very different experience for him than teaching in a distr ict  l ike Mascoutah,  but he enjoys the small
classes and intimate sett ing that our school  provides.  This  week,  Mr.  Gagne is  going to sponsor the
first  after-school club of  the year;  kids in the Auto Aerodynamics Design Club wil l  learn all  about
the elements of  car design,  create their  very own cars,  paint them, and race them against one
another at the f inal  Club meeting! This  is  a throwback to Mr.  Gagne's  Boy Scout days,  when he
partic ipated in the pine car racing events.  
    When he's  not in the classroom, Mr.  Gagne can often be found "beating people with a st ick."  In his
case,  the st ick is  a pool  cue!  He's  on a pool  team that plays weekly.  He also enjoys playing golf  and
sti l l  loves to cook.  He's  also put his  History knowledge to good use as a reenactor!  Mr.  Gagne l ikes
to read--especially pol it ical  thri l lers,  which often remind him of his  Navy experiences.  He remains
fond of travel ing,  and some of his  favorite locations are New Zealand, Thailand,  and Singapore.  And
last year,  the infamous 2020, Mr.  Gagne was lucky enough to get married!  Combined,  he and his  new
wife,  Angie,  have four chi ldren and f ive grandchildren--and #6 is  on the way. They also have four
pugs and one mutt.  Welcome, Mr.  Gagne!    
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GETTING TO KNOW YOU: MR. JOHN GAGNE!

November 4: Auto Aerodynamics Design Club - First Meeting (4:00 - 5:00 pm)
November 7: Daylight Savings Time Ends
November 10: PTO Meeting (4:30 pm)

November 11: Veterans Day - NO SCHOOL 
November 22-November 26: Thanksgiving Break - NO SCHOOL

From L-R: On the battlefield; John's
mother & granddaughter; John & Angie
with their pool trophies; John with his

grandkids; John the Pool Shark!  



     We didn't  get  very far into our interview before Levi 's  exuberance for l i fe and learning

became apparent!  This young man is  a terrif ic  and kind addit ion to Mrs.  Junge's  1st/2nd

grade class ,  where his enthusiasm is well  known. He is  creative and passionate about his

interests-- including airplanes,  which he loves to draw in accurate detail .  But Levi  also is  a

model student who leads by example.  He's  a great l istener ,  a  caring and attentive fr iend to

all ,  and a very hard worker who always does his very best .  Levi  also does a great job of

contributing in class discussions.  But above al l ,  Mrs.  Junge chose Levi  as the October

Student of  the Month because of  his kindness toward others ;  he's  respectful  and inclusive,

he tries to help make things better i f  someone seems sad,  and he always sees the best  in

everyone.  Mrs.  Junge commented how admirable these qualit ies are--especially  in someone

so young!  

     I t 's  clear that Levi  also sees the world as a place deserving of wonder ,  and that his

dreams are as big as his thoughtful  energy.  When asked about what he'd l ike to do as a

career one day,  he confidently stated that he wil l  have no fewer than FOUR career paths!

He plans to be a doctor and a racecar driver ,  as well  as Batman. But #1 on his l ist? A f ighter

pilot !  He says that his dad,  who is  a tanker pilot ,  has told him all  about what i t 's  l ike to f ly .

But in the meantime,  Levi  is  definitely enjoying being a kid.  At school ,  he l ikes recess

(don't  al l  kids?) ,  but he l ikes to learn and says that the work is  something that he considers

to be fun.  His classmates and Mrs.  Junge are "pretty awesome and cool , "  and he especially

loves Dance class and anything having to do with Science.  This was not a surprise ,  as Levi

had only moments before impressed me with his knowledge about and admiration for

creatures such as termites ,  bees ,  and spiders!  

     When he's  not in school ,  Levi  enjoys going to special  places l ike the Magic House and

the park with his parents ,  Soran and Mirage.  He also enjoys playing with LEGOs and using

them to make up his own games.  Every week,  he practices Tae Kwon Do. Levi  also l ikes

going to church on Sundays,  playing with his fr iends,  and riding around on his working toy

tractor.  In addit ion,  he's  excited about spending t ime with the family 's  pets--a dog named

Zoey (who is  roughly as old as Levi) ,  a  REALLY big male goldfish named Blue (who just

turned 16 years old this week!) ,  and two young female goldfish named Red and Green.  The

family just  moved to the area this year ,  and we're so glad they are here!

  

Congratulations,  Levi !

STUDENT OF THE MONTH: LEVI JAVAHIRZADEH

THE ESSA GAZETTE                                                                                         3



4                                                                                         THE ESSA GAZETTE       

CELEBRATING RED RIBBON WEEK!

 

In 1988, the National Federation of Parents for Drug-Free Youth (now the

National Family Partnership) sponsored the very first Red Ribbon Week. Many

ESSA parents may remember their own childhoods, when their schools celebrated

this yearly event. Although Red Ribbon Week is typically celebrated with fun

spirit days--as it was for our students this October--the significance is much

deeper than silly clothes and wacky hair. It's a way to remind our children that a

life without the influence of drugs is a beautiful one, full of fun, adventure, and

healthy choices! This year, Swansea Police Department School Resource Officer

Jason Tutterow visited with all of our students and engaged them in age-

appropriate conversations about staying safe and remaining drug-free. Thank you,

Officer Tutterow!  

M
AK

IN
G 

CONNECTIONS

The 2021 Red Ribbon
Theme Was 

"Drug-Free Looks
Like Me!"



Download the RaiseRight app to get started! 
It's fast and easy.  

NO  
FEES! 

Just buy what 
you're already

buying! Use the
ESSA code to
get started. 

Turn your shopping cart into cash--
all year long! And no more clipping.

Yes, there's an app for that!

Have great ideas and a desire to help your child's school? It's not too late to getHave great ideas and a desire to help your child's school? It's not too late to get
involved with the PTO! All parents are cordially invited and encouraged to join.involved with the PTO! All parents are cordially invited and encouraged to join.

We have a busy, eventful year ahead, and we look forward to your fresh ideas andWe have a busy, eventful year ahead, and we look forward to your fresh ideas and
helping hands. helping hands. The PTO meets the second Wednesday of each month at 4:30.The PTO meets the second Wednesday of each month at 4:30.
And keep an eye on the PTO board and lobby table for ways to get involved!And keep an eye on the PTO board and lobby table for ways to get involved!

Together, we can achieve so much for our students!Together, we can achieve so much for our students!  
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THE PTO PAGES

INTERESTED IN SIMPLE WAYS TO SUPPORT

YOUR SCHOOL? TRY THESE!

The holidays are right around the corner, and our PTO is already planning our yearly Santa's Cottage
event. This optional event takes place during the school day in December and is open to all of our
students. PTO volunteers help the kids shop for and wrap special holiday gifts for the people on
their lists. All gifts will cost $5 or less. If you have any items you're about to donate to places like

Goodwill, please consider donating them to ESSA instead! We will enthusiastically accept all types
of new or gently used gifts for all ages--including any special homemade items, gift cards, or services

you might like to donate. This could be a great way to help promote your own small business or
artwork! We will also happily accept donations of gift wrap, gift boxes, gift bags, bows, and tape.

Donations can be dropped off at pick up. Thank you! 

Holiday Decor
& Ornaments!

Toys, Games, &
Puzzles!

Winter

Accessories!

Craft Supplies!

Kitchenware & Home Goods!

Books!

Tools & Practical Supplies!

Candles, Masks, and "Pamper" Items!

Jewelry & 

Hair Accessories

Stuffed Animals!

Santa Needs Help!!



1879 -  Thomas1879 -  Thomas
Edison  successfu l lyEd ison  successfu l ly
tes ted  an  e lect r i ctes ted  an  e lect r i c
incandescent  lampincandescent  lamp
with  a  carbon izedwith  a  carbon ized

f i l ament  a t  h i sf i l ament  a t  h i s
laboratory  in  Menlolaboratory  in  Menlo
Park ,  New Jersey ;  i tPark ,  New Jersey ;  i t
remained l i t  fo r  13remained l i t  fo r  13

hours .hours .   
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WHAT'S THE BUZZ?

Water Bottle
Lunch
Extra Masks
Clothes (PreK-2nd)

Daily 
Don't Forgets! 

STEAMing through History: October 

Remember
:

Turn Clock
s

Back--Sunda
y,

November 7

1957 -  The  Space1957 -  The  Space
Age began as  theAge began as  the
Russ ians  launchedRuss ians  launched

Sputn ik  I ,Sputn ik  I ,  the the
wor ld ' s  f i r s twor ld ' s  f i r s t

sate l l i te ,  in tosate l l i te ,  in to
orb i t .o rb i t .   

1927 -  The  f i r s t1927 -  The  f i r s t
" ta lk ie"  opened in" ta lk ie"  opened in

New York .  New York .  TheThe
Jazz  S inger ,Jazz  S inger ,

s ta r r ing  Al  Jo l son ,s ta r r ing  Al  Jo l son ,
was  the  f i r s t  fu l l -was  the  f i r s t  fu l l -

length  feature  f i lmlength  feature  f i lm
us ing  spokenus ing  spoken

dia logue .d ia logue .

1884 -  Greenwich1884 -  Greenwich
Mean T ime wasMean T ime was

estab l i shed as  theestab l i shed as  the
un iversa l  t ime,  f romuniversa l  t ime,  f rom
which  s tandard  t imeswhich  s tandard  t imes
throughout  the  wor ldthroughout  the  wor ld

are  ca lcu la ted .a re  ca lcu la ted .

1947 -  U.S .  A i r  Force  Capta in1947 -  U.S .  A i r  Force  Capta in
Chuck Yeager  became the  f i r s tChuck  Yeager  became the  f i r s t

man to  break  the  sound bar r ie r ,man to  break  the  sound bar r ie r ,
f l y ing  in  a  rocket-poweredf ly ing  in  a  rocket-powered

research  a i rc raf t .research  a i rc raf t .
1964 -  C iv i l  R ights  leader1964 -  C iv i l  R ights  leader
Mart in  Luther  K ing ,  J r . ,Mart in  Luther  K ing ,  J r . ,

became the  youngestbecame the  youngest
rec ip ient  of  the  Nobelrec ip ient  of  the  Nobel

Peace  Pr ize .  He donatedPeace  Pr ize .  He donated
the  $54 ,000 in  pr izethe  $54 ,000 in  pr ize

money  to  the  Civ i l  R ightsmoney  to  the  Civ i l  R ights
movement .movement .

1861 -  The  f i r s t
t ranscont inenta l  te legram in

the  US was  sent  f rom San
Franc i sco  by  Stephen J .
F ie ld ,  Ch ief  Just i ce  of

Ca l i forn ia ,  to  Pres ident
Abraham L inco ln  in
Wash ington ,  D.C.  

1945 -  The  Uni ted
Nat ions  was

founded.

1904 -  As  the  f i r s t1904 -  As  the  f i r s t
underground and underwaterunderground and underwater
ra i l  sys tem in  the  wor ld ,  thera i l  sys tem in  the  wor ld ,  the
New York  Ci ty  subway beganNew York  Ci ty  subway began
operat ing ,  runn ing  f rom Ci tyoperat ing ,  runn ing  f rom Ci ty

Hal l  to  West  145th  St reet .Ha l l  to  West  145th  St reet .

1938 -  1938 -  The  War  of  the  Wor ldsThe War  of  the  Wor lds
rad io  broadcast  pan ickedrad io  broadcast  pan icked

mi l l ions  of  Amer icans .  Actormi l l ions  of  Amer icans .  Actor
Orson Wel les  and  theOrson Wel les  and  the

Mercury  P layers  dramat izedMercury  P layers  dramat ized
the  s tory  by  H.G.  Wel l sthe  s tory  by  H.G.  Wel l s

dep ic t ing  a  Mart ian  invas iondep ic t ing  a  Mart ian  invas ion
of  New Jersey .  The i r  sc r iptof  New Jersey .  The i r  sc r ipt

ut i l i zed  s imulated  rad io  newsut i l i zed  s imulated  rad io  news
bu l le t ins ,  which  manybu l le t ins ,  which  many

l i s teners  thought  were  rea l .l i s teners  thought  were  rea l .

1990 -  For  the  f i r s t  t ime s ince
the  I ce  Age ,  Great  Br i ta in  was
connected  wi th  the  European

cont inent- - th i s  t ime v ia  a  new
ra i l  tunne l  under  the  Eng l i sh

Channe l .

1915 -  The  f i r s t
t ransat lant i c  rad io
vo ice  message  was

made by  the
Amer ican

Te lephone and
Telegraph Company

(now AT&T) ;  i t
connected  V i rg in ia

to  Par i s .  

Did You Know? 
The Statue of

Liberty Arrived in
New York City

from France in
October 1886! 


