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The first thing I want to say is “thank you.” It is 
an honor and privilege to serve as your Imperial 
Potentate. Cheryl and I are committed to doing 
everything we can – every day – to strengthen our 
amazing fraternity and philanthropy. My goal is 
to leave the fraternity a little better than I found 
it, and to make sure our health care system is posi-
tioned properly for its second 100 years of service. 

Every year, the Imperial Potentate is expected 
to come up with a theme, or a slogan. That was 
easy. JUST ONE is a phrase I have come to believe 
in, and to live by. It’s short, easy to remember and 
perfectly describes the path we need to take in 
membership development. 

I firmly believe in the power of one – the power 
of each person. Every person matters; every person 
can make a difference. In terms of our fraternity, 
each of us has a responsibility to increase mem-
bership, one by one. Multiply one by every noble 
(more than 200,000), and that one person making 
a difference becomes a big, big difference. 

Whether you’re outgoing and enthusiastic 
about sharing the Shriner story with everyone 
you meet, or more reserved, and really wish 
someone else would do the talking, JUST ONE 
will work for you. The temples are distributing 
JUST ONE referral cards. All you need to do is 
provide the basic information for your potential 
candidate to your membership chairman or enter 
it in WebFez. For more information, please see 
page 9, or contact your temple or the office of 
membership development.

Again, thank you for giving me this very special 
opportunity to serve you as Imperial Potentate.

I am looking forward to a great year full of hard, 
but fulfilling, work, and to working with you.

Yours in the faith,

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIRMAN  
OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE

I am honored by the continued confidence the 
voting representatives have in me, and thank them 
for giving me the opportunity to again serve as 
President and Chairman of the Board of Trustees 
of Shriners Hospitals for Children®. The joint board 
members, executive leadership and hospital board 
members are working diligently to strengthen, 
protect and preserve our philanthropy. 

We will continue to realign our health care 
system to meet the expectations and require-
ments of today’s health care industry and market, 
improve the delivery of care to our patients and 
families, and make the decisions necessary to 
strengthen Shriners Hospitals for its second hun-
dred years. We will also continue reviewing and 
restructuring each location as appropriate, includ-
ing working on plans for Boston and Spokane and 
evaluating the situations at several other sites, 
including Galveston, Houston, Salt Lake City, 
Springfield, Shreveport and Greenville. 

As we have stressed for some time now, today 
approximately 85% of pediatric medical proce-
dures in the U.S. are performed in an outpatient 
setting. We must continue to adjust our primary 
care delivery model to reflect this industry change. 
It is imperative that we understand that we do not 
have unlimited resources, and need to use what 
we have – including beds and buildings – wisely 
and judiciously, throughout our health care system.

Our decisions will be guided and determined by 
what is best for our patients and what will allow 
Shriners Hospitals to provide our unique brand 
of life-changing health care to more kids in more 
places for many years to come. 

Thank you for your efforts to bring hope and 
healing to children around the world.

Thank you for your support.

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,

Jerry G. Gantt
Chairman, Board of 
Trustees, Shriners 
Hospitals for Children

Jeffrey L. Sowder
Imperial Potentate, 
Shriners International

DEAR FELLOW NOBLES,
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ABOUT IMPERIAL SESSION
Imperial Sessions have been a part of the fraternity’s history since  
June 6, 1876, when the first one was held at the Masonic Hall in New 
York City. During this time, representatives from our temples come 
together to make decisions that determine the course for both the 
fraternity and the health care system, and elect new leaders to carry 
our organizations into the future. 

Since that very first meeting nearly a century and a half ago, Impe-
rial Session has become a treasured yearly tradition for our Shriners. 
Guests of the annual event have the opportunity to attend a variety of 
open meetings, presentations and workshops; countless social events; 
friendly unit competitions and performances; and of course, the biggest 
Shriners parade of the year. 

The 145th Imperial Session was held at the Music City 
Center in Nashville, Tennessee, June 30 – July 4, 2019. 
Thousands of nobles, ladies and family members from all 
over the world joined Imperial Sir Jim Cain and First Lady 
Patsy in Music City for the big event, celebrating the fun, 
fellowship and philanthropy that connects us all.

The Fraternity’s Largest and Most Important Event of the Year Wraps Up
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THE SHRINERS ZONE
Each year during Imperial Session, people look forward to stopping by the booths set up 
by Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children in the Marketplace, where 
staff greet members of the Shriners family, share valuable information, have some fun 
and give out event-themed prizes. This year, the area formerly known as Shriners Village 
was reinvented and renamed “The Shriners Zone.” This section in the Marketplace had 
a new atmosphere, and even more opportunities for interactive fun. Once inside The 
Shriners Zone, event attendees could visit more concentrated areas, including:

Fezzy’s Fun Zone

Fezzy’s Fun Zone offered a variety of fun 
activities for all ages. Guests could bring 
home a souvenir photo taken in the Magic 
Mirror Photo Booth, which came complete 
with an assortment of silly and entertain-
ing props to choose from to help dress up 
your look. A life-size Nashville-themed Fezzy 
cutout was also there for pin-trading and 
additional photo opportunities. Fezzy’s Fun 
Zone even had Skee-Ball machines, where 
winners in three age categories were given 
prizes for their high scores each day. There 
was also an old-school Pac-Man game for 
guests to play. 

Info Zone

Info Zone was a place to chat with staff 
members and get information about Shriners 
International, Shriners Hospitals for Children 
and our corporate partners. It was also the 
hub of some of our Imperial Session competi-
tions and activities, including The Shriners 
Zone Passport and Imperial Session Photo 
Scavenger Hunt.

In the Info Zone, guests could pick up 
The Shriners Zone Passport, which was a 
big hit. The passport encouraged people to 
visit specific booths within the Marketplace, 
where they would receive a stamp. The first 
500 people to complete the passport won a 
prize, and everyone who submitted a com-
pleted passport was entered into a grand 
prize drawing.

Tell Us Your Shriners  
 Story Booth

We know that every member of the 
Shriners family has their own unique 
story to tell. The marketing and com-
munications department created a 
“Tell Us Your Shriners Story” booth 
where those who wanted to share 
could record their stories on video. 

Throughout the week, many mem-
bers of our global family stopped by 
to be interviewed, including nobles 
from around the world, ladies, former 
patients and even one of everyone’s 
favorite “spokespatients,” Alec. In the 
booth, people shared their memo-
rable moments, reasons for joining 
the fraternity, and what the Shriners 
organizations mean to them. 

Sports Zone

There were three booths within the 
Sports Zone, one for each of our 
signature events. Representatives 
from the East-West Shrine Bowl™, 
Shriners Hospitals for Children Open 
and Shriners Hospitals for Children 
College Classic were stationed at their 
respective booth to promote their 
event, get to know Shriners and their 
families, answer questions and give 
out even more prizes. 

Fun in Nashville
The 2019 Imperial Session was, of course, full of all the important business 
meetings you would expect, but there were also plenty of opportunities for 
Shriner-style fun for the entire family to enjoy while in Music City. Here are 
some highlights from the exciting week:

7 7

7

7
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For more than 125 years, Shriners have 
been known for their parades. Temples 

often participate in parades in their local communities, but the largest Shriner parade 
of the year is certainly the annual Imperial Session Parade, which is a time for temples 
from all over the world to come together to show off their best stuff. 

The Imperial Session Parade began at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, July 2, in downtown Nashville. 
Forty-nine temples were represented in the parade, with 656 riders total. Murat Shriners 
from Indianapolis and Al Menah Shriners from Nashville had the greatest representa-
tion – Murat had 78 riders, and Al Menah had 65. 

In typical Shriner fashion, red fezzes, crazy vehicles and amusing clowns were plentiful 
throughout the parade. Many members of the Nashville community also came out to watch 
as Shriners took over the streets of downtown Nashville, which was an impressive sight! 

 In addition, both the Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children 
Facebook pages hosted Facebook Live coverage of the parade so that those who were 
not able to watch it in person could still experience the fun. 

The Public Opening began in the Music City Center at 3 p.m. on Sunday, June 30. The 
fun and energetic sights and sounds of the Khiva Shriners Oriental Band of Amarillo, 
Texas, kicked off the ceremony – which was a perfect start for this year’s Imperial Session 
in Nashville. The band was fantastic, and all those in attendance greatly enjoyed their 
performance. After the oriental band finished playing, the Ainad Shriners Drum and Bugle 
Corps of East St. Louis, Illinois, proudly marched in. They, too, put on an impressive and 
lively musical performance, and by the end, the energy in the room was high. 

The Public Opening continued and was full of many moving presentations, welcomes 
and proclamations made by various members of the Nashville community, our Masonic 
family and more. Overall, the ceremony was a great way to kick off Imperial Session. 

Near the end of the Public Open-
ing, Imperial Potentate Jim Cain 

led the fezzing of a stage full of new nobles. The ceremonial for the new nobles 
took place at the Grand Lodge of Tennessee building, one block away from the 
convention center. This year’s ceremonial was open, and the class was named 
in honor of Imperial Sir Jim Cain. The church service was also held at the Grand 
Lodge prior to the opening. 

On Saturday, June 29, Shriners Hospitals for Children held 
the Imperial Session Walk for LOVE at Bicentennial Capitol 

Mall State Park in Nashville. It was a beautiful afternoon and everyone had a 
great time.

The event hosted both former and current patients of Shriners Hospitals, fami-
lies, community members and Shriners from all over the world to raise support 
and awareness for the health care system. Everyone who registered received a 
special edition Walk for LOVE T-shirt, and premium items, including the brand 
new Build-A-Bear Fezzy, were available for purchase. 

Food trucks were set up around the park during the event, which attendees 
appreciated. Chick-fil-A was there testing their new food truck concept, as was 
M.L. Rose, a local pub dedicated to craft beer and burgers. There was also an area 
called “Vendor Village” with a variety of additional vendors for guests to enjoy. 

The top two fundraisers were Jory and Allison Blumer, who raised $3,500, and 
Rick and Dawn Gaines, who raised more than $1,000. We thank everyone for 
their support of this event, and congratulate the Blumer and Gaines families on 
their successful fundraising. 

Walk for LOVE

WELCOMING NEW NOBLES

KICKING OFF THE PUBLIC OPENING IN MUSIC CITY

IMPERIAL SESSION PARADE
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The Ladies Luncheon, 
honoring First Lady Patsy Cain, was held on Tuesday, July 2, at 
the Music City Center. Guests were in for a special treat: the 
very first Shriners Kids Got Talent show. After First Lady Patsy 
completed her remarks following lunch, she introduced patient 
ambassador Alec to the stage, who made the exciting announce-
ment and served as the emcee of the show. Five current and 
past patients traveled from across the country to perform for 
guests’ enjoyment. Before each performer began, Alec shared a 
bit about the impact Shriners Hospitals had on their lives. 

The first patient to perform was Cristian, who came all the 
way from Las Vegas to be there. Cristian, a patient of Shriners for 
Children Medical Center — Pasadena, is 18 and was born with 
spina bifida and hydrocephalus. Cristian played Take Me Home, 
Country Roads on the cello. 

The next performer was Mia, a 15-year-old high school student 
from Glen Carbon, Illinois, who is passionate about singing and 
acting. Mia received treatment at Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren— St. Louis for a severe case of infantile idiopathic scoliosis. 
Mia sang Taylor Swift’s Fifteen.

One of last year’s National Patient Ambassadors, Lily from 
Paducah, Kentucky, was the next performer. Lily, 19, was born 
with fibular hemimelia, meaning she did not have a fibula. She 
has been a patient of Shriners Hospitals for Children Medi-
cal Center — Lexington since she was 18 months old. For her 
performance, she played George Gershwin’s Prelude number 1 
on the piano.

Next to perform was 20-year-old Jessica from Trenton, Florida. 
Jessica began receiving care at Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren — Tampa when her parents learned she needed surgery for 
angulation deformities in both knees. During the talent show, 
Jessica invited the audience to sing along as she sang a medley 
of Dolly Parton songs, while playing the guitar.

The final performer was Noble Kristopher Fisher, who had 
truly come full circle. As a child, Kristopher was treated at the 
Lexington Shriners Hospital for a hip disorder. He later became 
a Shriner and served the same hospital that cared for him as a 
member of their Board of Governors. Kristopher is now a member 
of Al Menah Shriners in Nashville. He closed the Shriners Kids Got 
Talent show by singing Josh Groban’s You Raise Me Up.  

In addition to all the fun 
during Imperial Session, 

this is also a time to learn what everyone has been up to through-
out the past year during various reports. 

Two of the open reports are the Donor Relations Report and 
Marketing and Communications Report, which are both typically 
held on the same day and given by each committee’s chairman. 
Even with all the important information presented, both of the 
reports this year, given by Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder, still managed 
to sneak in some fun. 

Celebrity “Spokespatients” Alec and Kaleb helped give the 
Donor Relations Report by hosting an “SHC News Channel” 
video segment. In the cute video, Alec and Kaleb bantered back 
and forth to explain some of the donor relations highlights from 
throughout the past year in an entertaining way.

LADIES LUNCHEON AND SHRINERS 

MEMORABLE REPORTS

KIDS GOT TALENT SHOW

Joining the Marketing and Communications Report this year 
was “Nash,” a country-singing entertainer who helped guide 
the report along while making up funny songs and playing his 
guitar alongside Imperial Sir Sowder. This gave a fun, unique 
and entertaining spin to the report, and those who had the 
chance to watch greatly enjoyed the performance. 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU IN KANSAS CITY! 
If you were not able to attend this year’s event, we hope you 
join us next year in Kansas City, Missouri, for the 2020 Imperial 
Session on July 5 – July 9. We promise it will be a wonderful 
time you will never forget. 
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Jeffrey L. Sowder of Toronto, Kansas, 
was elected Imperial Potentate, part of the 
12-member body that helps govern the Shriners 
fraternity, during the 2019 Imperial Session – 
held in Nashville, Tennessee, June 30 – July 4.

JEFF SOWDER 
ELECTED IMPERIAL 
POTENTATE

This Imperial Year Will Focus 
Primarily on Membership Growth 

A BIT OF BACKGROUND
Jeff has lived in Toronto (population 275) his entire life. 
In fact, four generations of the Sowder family have been 
residents of the tiny town. He has worked for the family busi-
ness (which he has expanded to four successful companies) 
forever and been married to his high school sweetheart, 
Cheryl, for 45 years. They live in the same 125-year-old 
house they initially purchased, although they have added to 
it over the years. Today, the family includes Jeff and Cheryl’s 
two daughters, and their families: Stephanie, her husband, 
Jamie, and their children, Corinne, Sutton and Reid; and 
Lindsay, her husband, John, and their sons JJ and Hudson.

BECOMING A MASON
Toronto may not have a single stop light, but it has values – 
Masonic values. The town has been home to a Masonic lodge 
for 148 years. His father, and several other men Jeff knew 
growing up, were Masons. “Everyone I looked up to was a 
Mason. They were all dedicated, successful, nice people,” 
said Jeff. “I always knew it was going to happen for me.”

And, of course, it did – when he was 19. Ultimately, he 
became a leader of Masonry in Kansas. Drawing on his 
ability to be focused and determined, Jeff successfully led 
a fundraising effort to raise $15 million in four years for 
cancer research at Kansas University, allowing the school 
to be designated as a National Cancer Institute, under the 
name Kansas Masonic Research Institute.

“This put Kansas Masonry on the map,” said Jeff. “It was 
one of the most rewarding things I’ve ever done.” 

Jeff served in many Masonic leadership positions in 
Kansas, including as Grand Master in 1997, as a board 
member of the Kansas Masonic Foundation for 25 years, 
and as its President from 2004 to 2011.

TAKING THE NEXT STEP
Jeff’s father was also a Shriner. But the local temple was 100 miles 
away, in Wichita, Kansas, making it somewhat difficult to be active. 
Still, Jeff became a Shriner, as well, joining Midian Shriners in Wichita 
in 1988. 

Eventually he became involved in temple leadership, and ultimately, 
the subject of becoming Oriental Guide and joining the “line,” a 
commitment of five years, came up. Jeff and Cheryl discussed it and 
decided to go for it. This was the first of many such conversations, all 
of which ended with the same conclusion – lead and make a difference. 

“I have the greatest Shrine wife in the world – she has been right 
there, involved, since day one," said Jeff.

He served as Potentate of Midian Shriners in 2004. Back in the 
1990s, Jeff had met and become friends with one of the most beloved 
and respected Shriners, the late Imperial Sir Jack H. Jones, who invited 
Jeff to help with the annual Membership Seminar. After a few years 
of working together, Jack began suggesting Jeff run for the Imperial 
line. Jeff was elected Imperial Outer Guard in 2009. 

THE POWER OF ONE
When Jeff was working to raise those funds for cancer research, 
he discovered the power of one – the difference one person can 
make. That lesson of Just One has become a belief and a guiding 
force in his life. He has used it to inspire his fellow nobles to, one 
by one, increase membership, and he will use it throughout his year 
as Imperial Potentate to remind us all that each one of us matters, 
has a responsibility to our fraternity and philanthropy, and can make 
a difference. 

Multiply that one by more than 200,000 nobles – and it becomes 
a big difference. Sowder expects to see that difference impact both 
the enthusiasm and commitment of the nobles and the membership 
numbers. Both are critically important to the future of the fraternity, 
and the philanthropy.

7
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IMPERIAL POTENTATE INTRODUCES

Involving Every Noble 
New referral postcards have been designed to 
aid in the membership process by providing an 
easy way for nobles to collect prospect informa-
tion, which, after submission, can be directly 
linked to the noble making the referral. Temples 
may request these postcards by sending an 
email to membership@shrinenet.org. When 
collected, the prospect information should be 
uploaded to the WebFez MDS for status tracking 
and documentation.

Imperial Sir Sowder asks that each temple strive 
to improve their metrics by JUST ONE percent 
across the board. The goal is to have every temple 
increase the number of creations, affiliations and 
restorations by 1%, and to decrease the number 
of demits and suspensions by 1%.

Every One Matters
Imperial Sir Sowder served in many Masonic leadership positions 
in Kansas, and during that time, he successfully led a fundraising 
effort to raise $15 million in four years for cancer research at Kansas 
University, allowing the school to be designated as a National Cancer 
Institute, under the name Kansas Masonic Research Institute. 

When Sowder was working on that fundraising driver, he became 
aware of the power of one – the difference one person can make. 
That lesson of JUST ONE has become an integral part of his life 
and leadership style. He has used it to inspire his fellow nobles to, 
one by one, increase membership, and he will use it throughout 
his year as Imperial Potentate to remind us all that each one of us 
matters, has a responsibility to our fraternity and philanthropy, and 
can make a difference. 

Multiply that one by every noble – and it becomes significant. 
Sowder expects to see the power of JUST ONE reflected in the efforts  
of the nobles and the membership numbers; both are extremely  
important to the future of the fraternity – and the philanthropy.

A friend? A family member? A co-worker?

Who do you know 
that would make a 
good Shrine Mason?

GETJUSTONE.ORG

During his Imperial Session pageant, Imperial Sir Jeff Sowder announced his new membership program, 
JUST ONE. As described, if every current Shriner recruits JUST ONE new member, or serves as the top line 
signer for a restoration, our membership would double. In fact, if every active Shriner brings in JUST ONE 
through these means, we would be well above our organizational average over the past several years.

New Program
Asking Every Noble 

to be Responsible for 

Adding JUST ONE
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JERRY GANTT 
RE-ELECTED 
PRESIDENT OF OUR 
Philanthropy
Imperial Sir Gantt Will Continue 
to Lead Shriners Hospitals 

JERRY G. GANTT of Mooresville, North 
Carolina, was re-elected President of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children during the Shriners’ 2019 
Imperial Session. As president, he also serves 
as Chairman of the Board of Trustees. Gantt is 
currently serving his 15th year as a member of 
the Board of Directors for Shriners Hospitals 
for Children. He served as Imperial Potentate 
in 2015-2016.

Adaptable and Able
Having grown up in a small town in Gaston 
County, North Carolina, and returning to his 
southern roots after being a longtime resident 
of Houston, the largest city in the southern U.S., 
and in Texas, Gantt is experienced in adjusting 
to surroundings and situations. This adaptability 
makes it possible for him to work well with all 
types of people, balance different viewpoints, 
and guide our health care system during a time 
of significant changes. 

Gantt became a Mason in response to the 
organization’s compassion and concern for 
others, especially orphaned children. He was 
raised a Master Mason in 1971, and quickly 
learned of another organization that helped 
children. He became a member of Oasis Shri-
ners in Charlotte, North Carolina, in 1972. In 
1980, he joined Arabia Shriners in Houston, 
where he held numerous offices, including 
being chairman of the Five-Year Planning Com-
mittee and serving as Potentate in 2002.

In 1993, he was appointed to the Board 
of Governors of Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren — Houston, a position he held for 10 
years, serving as Chairman in 2002 and 2003.  

In 2005, he was elected to the Imperial line 
as Imperial Outer Guard. As a member of the 
national Board of Directors, he has served on 
virtually every committee, including Budget, 
Building and Equipment, Public Relations and 
Strategic Planning. He has also served as 
Liaison Officer to seven Shriners Hospitals. 

As Imperial Potentate in 2015-2016, 
he worked to strengthen the relationship 
between headquarters’ staff, the Boards of 
Governors, the national Joint Boards and 
the temple Divans. “We need to do some 
team-building, and remember we are all on 
the same team,” he said at the time. 

He continues to strive to bring everyone 
together and effect needed changes. As 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, he, 
along with the members of the Joint 
Boards, executive teams and hospital 
leadership, is working to bring the 
Shriners Hospitals facilities in line 
with current expectations and 
demands of both today’s parents 
and the health care industry. 

This effort includes implement-
ing appropriate care delivery 
models throughout the health 
care system and expanding out-
reach efforts through telehealth 
and additional clinics. Also, 
Gantt is determined to work 
with leadership to ensure that 
all our resources, including beds 
and buildings, are used wisely, 
effectively and efficiently.

 Implementing these changes 
will allow Shriners Hospitals to 
reach more kids in more places, 
and offer our unique brand of life-
changing health care to as many 
children as possible, regardless of 
where they live. 

"...working to ensure 
that all our resources, 

including beds and 
buildings, are used wisely, 
effectively and efficiently."
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IMPERIAL DIVAN

SHRINERS HOSPITALS FOR  
CHILDREN BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

*Re-elected in 2019

Congratulations to  
these Shriners leaders

To learn more about these officers, please visit shrinersvillage.com.

ELECTED IMPERIAL OUTER GUARD: 
David Worel, Al Aska Shriners
Worel became a member of Al Aska Shriners in Anchorage, 
Alaska, served as Potentate in 2010, and is currently Chair-
man of Masonic Relations and a member of the Futures 
Committee. Raised a Master Mason in Edison Park Lodge in 
1989, in Park Ridge, Illinois, Worel served as Grand Master 
of Masons in Alaska in 2014. He is a Past Rainbow Dad and 
a recipient of DeMolay Legion of Honor. Worel has been a 

member of the Board of Governors for Shriners Hospitals for Children — Portland 
since 2013 and Chairman of the Board since 2018. He served on the hospital’s 
Governance Committee from 2017 to 2018.

IMPERIAL SESSION BRINGS 
NEW LEADERSHIP

The 2019 Imperial Session welcomes the fraternity’s newest 
member of the Divan, plus a couple of familiar nobles in new roles. 

Meet Our New Imperial Outer 
Guard, Recorder and Chaplain

ELECTED IMPERIAL RECORDER  
AND NAMED JUNIOR PAST  
IMPERIAL POTENTATE:  
Jim Cain, Al Menah Shriners 

Cain takes on the responsibilities of Imperial Recorder 
immediately following his year as Imperial Potentate. He 
has been a member of Al Menah Shriners in Nashville since 
1995 and served as Potentate in 2006. Cain served as 

President of the Tennessee Shrine Association in 2006. He is an associate member 
of three temples, and has received the Honorary DeMolay Legion of Honor. During 
his years as a member of the Board of Directors, he was the Liaison Officer for five 
hospital locations.

APPOINTED IMPERIAL CHAPLAIN: 
Bobby Simmons, Al Sihah Shriners
Simmons returns to the role of Imperial Chaplain, having 
served in the same capacity in 2017-2018. Simmons 
became a member of Al Sihah Shriners in Macon, Georgia, 
in 1972 and served as Potentate in 1988. He currently 
serves as temple Treasurer. Simmons received the Honorary 
DeMolay Legion of Honor. On the Imperial level, Simmons’ 
has an extensive service record, including being an aide 

to various Imperial officers. From 2009 to 2015, he was a member of the Shriners 
Hospitals for Children Board of Trustees and served as a Liaison Officer for seven 
locations. He currently serves on the board for the Greenville hospital. In 2016, he 
received the Imperial Potentate’s Award of Merit.

7

Introducing the 2019-2020 Imperial Divan 
and Shriners Hospitals for Children Trustees: 

Jeffrey L. Sowder Imperial Potentate

James R. "Jim" Smith Imperial Chief Rabban

Wiliam S. "Bill" Bailey Imperial Assistant Rabban

Kenneth G.  
"Kenny" Craven

Imperial High  
Priest & Prophet

James E. "Ed" Stolze  Jr. Imperial Oriental Guide

Brad T. Koehn Imperial Treasurer

Jim Cain Imperial Recorder

Richard G. Burke Imperial First 
Ceremonial Master

Kevin R. Costello Imperial Second 
Ceremonial Master

Lawrence J.  
"Larry"  Leib Imperial Marshal

Mark E. Hartz Imperial Captain  
of the Guard

David Worel Imperial Outer Guard

Bobby Simmons Imperial Chaplain 

Jerry G. Gantt*

James R. "Jim" Smith

Peter P. Diaz, M.D.

Skip D. F. Stanaway

Anthony M. West*

James A. "Jim" Doel

Charles D. "Chuck" Pittman*

Paul F. Poulin, M.D.

Jeffrey L. Sowder

William S. “Bill” Bailey

Brad T. Koehn

Jim Cain
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For Ladies Only
Introducing Heroes Among Us, our First Lady’s Program

Helping Our Heroes

Our wonderful patients who want to 
share their stories – our patient ambas-
sadors – truly are the “Heroes” of our 
health care system. They give hope and 
inspiration to others and reinforce the 
message that Shriners Hospitals for Chil-
dren provides life-changing care.

As First Lady of Shriners International, 
I want to strengthen our patient ambas-
sador program and give these amazing 
children the opportunity to take their 
passion for sharing their love and 
appreciation for Shriners Hospitals for 
Children to the next level. 

My program, Heroes Among Us, will 
establish a more structured, support-
ive, system-wide patient ambassador 
program that will help provide these 
kids with skills that will benefit them 
throughout their lives, including develop-
ing effective public speaking techniques. 
They tell the Shriners Hospitals for 
Children story better than anyone else 
can, so let’s recognize, encourage, and 
empower them.

The Power of Women

Also, as First Lady, I am initiating Women & 
Philanthropy, a program that will benefit Shri-
ners Hospitals for Children. Membership is 
open to all women – women of all ages and 
backgrounds, women around the world. The 
only criteria is having a passion and concern 
for others and a heartfelt desire to make the 
world a better place and improve the lives of 
children. As women, we have an increasing 
ability to effect change through our own lead-
ership and philanthropic initiatives. Members 
recognize that by combining their efforts, their 
gift goes further and has greater influence. 

Ladies, would you please join me and 
become one of the Founding Members of 
Women & Philanthropy, Shriners Hospitals for 
Children, and join our community of mission-
driven women by committing to an annual gift 
of $500? Membership includes a commemo-
rative necklace, collectible pin, special event 
invitations, and opportunities to connect, learn 
and lead. Women & Philanthropy will enhance 
the efforts of Shriners Hospitals for Children 
by supporting the annual First Lady’s program.

Next year, at our 2020 Imperial Session 
in Kansas City, Missouri, I will host a “Divas 
Making a Difference” social for ALL women. 
At this event, the Founding Members of 
Women & Philanthropy will demonstrate 
the power of coming together to make a 
real, meaningful difference.

I invite all women, including those who 
are our physicians, nurses, therapists, 
administrators, vice presidents, staff mem-
bers, volunteers – and members of the 
worldwide community who support the 
amazing, life-changing work of Shriners 
Hospitals for Children – to join us. 

Together, we will be unstoppable. 
Together, we can make a real, tangible 
and powerful difference in the lives of 
children everywhere.

Sincerely,

Cheryl Sowder
First Lady, Shriners International

Please visit lovetotherescue.org/first-lady-program.

Everyone connected with Shriners Hospitals for Children knows we provide 
quality, compassionate care that impacts and changes lives. However, the 
effect of our efforts becomes most clear when our patients and families 
share their stories – share what Shriners Hospitals for Children has meant 
in their lives. These are the stories that are the most meaningful, touch 
our hearts and souls and inspire us to want to do more.

It is an honor and privilege for me to walk by Jeff’s 
side this year as he serves the Shrine Masons 
around the world as Imperial Potentate. I look 
forward to meeting new friends and spending time 
with old friends as we travel this year. 
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This Is My Moment:
 The Stories of Madelyn and Cristian

Madelyn, now 19, was born 10 weeks early. Doctors told 
her parents that she was beautiful, healthy, tiny – and was 
born without her left arm.

Madelyn’s journey with Shriners Hospitals for Children 
began with her first visit to our St. Louis location, when she 
was just 3 months old. Throughout her childhood, Madelyn 
used prosthetics, mainly for balance, and to help with 
various activities. Occupational therapists at the hospital 
helped Madelyn learn to function and interact in the world. 
As she grew older, Madelyn began using her prosthetics less 
often, and by middle school, she opted to stop using them.

In school, Madelyn’s busy schedule included not only 
her classwork but also competitive swimming, first on a 
team for children with disabilities, then on her high school 
team. She also participated in competitive, coed water polo. 
“Nothing is impossible in my mind,’ she said. “It’s just the 
ability to adapt and work around it.”

Madelyn has always devoted herself to advocating and 
educating. She loves to make YouTube videos showing 
how to accomplish things using only one arm. At Ability 
Awareness Week, a program of St. Louis area elementary 
schools, Madelyn loves to share her story and to explain 
how Shriners Hospitals for Children changed her life. Draw-
ing from her own experiences of being bullied for having 
only one arm, Madelyn likes to incorporate anti-bullying 
themes into her presentations. 

Madelyn is currently a student at Maryville University in 
St. Louis, where she is very active in student activities, and 
made the Dean’s List her first two semesters.

“I am incredibly excited to see where this year takes me,” 
Madelyn said. “I hope to inspire other kids, and be able to 
show them that they can do anything they put their mind 
to – they might just do it a little bit differently.”

To view their video, This is My Moment, please visit youtube.com/shrinershospitals.

EVERY YEAR, Shriners Hospitals for Children selects two 
National Patient Ambassadors to represent the health care 
system’s patients. The ambassadors spend the year sharing 
their stories of perseverance in the face of adversity and the 
ways Shriners Hospitals for Children has made a dramatic dif-
ference in their lives. Introducing our two new Ambassadors: 

Cristian, who is now 18, was born with spina bifida and hydrocephalus. 
In his first two weeks of life, Cristian had two surgeries and went on 
to have nearly a dozen more. Cristian faced several of the same chal-
lenges of many patients with spina bifida, including gastro-intestinal 
system and balance difficulties, as well as complications from various 
surgeries. For several years, his family had difficulty finding doctors 
who understood how to best help Cristian. That all changed one day 
in 2012, when Cristian met a Shriner who referred him to Shriners 
Hospitals for Children. Cristian was 13 when he had the surgery that 
he says changed his life and gave him  hope, at Shriners Hospitals for 
Children — Los Angeles (now Shriners for Children Medical Center in 
Pasadena, California).

Devoted to his schoolwork and seminary studies as well as his 
part-time job and playing the cello, Cristian has also been active in 
supporting Shriners Hospitals for Children. He even dedicated his 
Eagle Scout project to the cause, raising funds to present more than 
200 Build-A-Bear toys to the Pasadena medical center. 

Cristian is looking forward to his responsibilities as a National Patient 
Ambassador. “I know that I am who I am because of the Shriners,” he 
said. “I have been able to see that I can do whatever I want and I can 
overcome any obstacle that I face. I want to give back to them because 
of that – because of the life that they’ve given me. Through Shriners 
Hospitals for Children and the national ambassadorship that I’ve been 
given, I hope to share a message of positivity and hope to all those 
who need it.”

We congratulate Cristian and Madelyn, and thank them for their 
willingness to represent Shriners Hospitals for Children, and share 
their stories. 

Madelyn

Cristian
“I cannot imagine my life
without my Shriners family, 
and I thank God every day 
for bringing them to me.”

“Being different 
from everyone else 
is absolutely okay – 
and it’s beautiful.”
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Four Outstanding Shriners Receive Fraternity’s Highest Honor

Each year, the Imperial Potentate presents extraordinary nobles with the highest honor our fraternity can bestow, the Award of 
Merit. Recipients demonstrate a deep commitment to the missions of both Shriners International and Shriners Hospitals for Children. 
During the 2019 Imperial Session in Nashville, Tennessee, Imperial Potentate Jim Cain honored four nobles with this award.

7

GEORGE A. MITCHELL, Rameses Shriners
George A. Mitchell, who served as Imperial Potentate in 2010-2011, brings a passion for busi-
ness to our organizations. In 1984, he joined Rameses Shriners in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, 
and he served as Potentate in 1997. While on the Imperial Divan, he served as chairman of the 
budget, investment and ritual committees. In 2005, he was Chairman of the Imperial Member-
ship committee, which he served for several years. He is an emeritus member of the Board of 
Governors of our health care facility in Erie, Pennsylvania. Born in St. Catharines, Ontario, which 
is near Niagara Falls, he owns a bakery/deli and an investment firm and has worked in the motel 
business and in real estate development. He is a member of the St. Catharines Business Club.

GALE B. ROBINSON, Al Menah Shriners
Gale B. Robinson has dedicated his career to ensuring justice in his community. The Nashville 
native joined Al Menah Shriners in 1981, serving as Potentate in 1999. He is an emeritus 
representative to Shriners International and serves on the grievances and appeals commit-
tee. Elected as a judge in 1990, Robinson’s career highlights include establishing a dedicated 
domestic violence court, serving on the Tennessee Court of Judiciary, and various leadership 
roles within his profession. Robinson has received the Good Guys Award from the Nashville 
Women’s Political Caucus and the Judge Jane Wheatcraft Award from the Tennessee Task 
Force Against Domestic Violence and was named the Local Government Official of the Year 
by the Nashville Coalition against Domestic Violence. 

JOHN S. PENNINGTON SR., Zelzah Shriners
John S. Pennington Sr. combines the strengths that come with being a dedicated parent and 
community servant. Pennington is a member of Masonic and Shriners associations both in his 
native Tennessee and in Nevada; in 2003, he served as Potentate of Zelzah Shriners in Las 
Vegas. He has attended Imperial Session as an Iowa or Colorado Corporation representative 
for 19 consecutive years, and is an emeritus member of the Colorado Corporation. He has 
been listed in Distinguished Women and Men of Southern Nevada and named volunteer of the 
year by Vegas Inc. magazine. In addition, he has served as a church deacon, Scout leader, Little 
League and Pop Warner coach, Boys and Girls Club advisor, Special Olympics coach and more. 

PHILIP THOMAS, Melha Shriners
Philip Thomas had a long career working on space-related projects and has been a Shriner 
for more than 50 years. He became a member of Sphinx Shriners in Newington, Connecticut, 
in 1967, transferred to Melha Shriners in Springfield, Massachusetts, in 1985, and served 
as Potentate in 1998. In 1999, he was elected to the Board of Governors of the hospital in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, and served as Chairman of the Board for many years. Thomas was 
part of the International Space Program at Hamilton Standard and worked on lunar excursion 
missions, Apollo, Skylab, the space shuttle, International Space Station and other projects. He 
was among the engineers who helped Apollo 13 return safely, saving all three astronauts aboard. 

AWARD OF MERIT RECIPIENTS
Congratulations 2019to the 
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MAKING 
CHOICES AND 
DECISIONS FOR 
THE FUTURE

After Much Discussion, Important 
Legislation that will help secure our future 
was passed during Imperial Session

For several years, our relationship with 
Masonic leaders in Arkansas has been at an 
impasse, causing difficulties regarding the 
requirements to become a Shriner, or even 
to remain a Shriner. A tremendous amount 
of delicate work has gone on behind the 
scenes for some time, and finally, substan-
tial progress has been made. A resolution 
was passed allowing the creation of a 
process to begin restoring the fraternal 
relationship between Shriners Interna-
tional and the Grand Lodge of Arkansas.

the combined Joint Boards and the Board 
of Governors of the facility in question. This 
can now be done at any time throughout 
the year, which gives us needed flexibility 
to plan for and respond to situations as 
they occur, rather than waiting for the next 
Imperial Session to make a decision. We 
have already seen the beginning of benefits 
of this legislation. There has already been a 
historic vote involving the Joint Boards and 
the Boards of Governors of the Houston 
and Galveston hospitals that will allow the 
Houston hospital to relocate within the 
Galveston facility. 

Regarding this legislation, Jerry Gantt, 
Chairman of the Board of Trustees said, 
“The joint board members, executive lead-
ership and hospital board members will 
continue to work tirelessly to strengthen, 

THE CALL FOR THE 2019 IMPERIAL SESSION included 
substantive items for both the fraternity and philanthropy. 

protect and preserve our philanthropy. Our 
decisions will be guided and determined 
by what is best for our patients and what 
will allow Shriners Hospitals to provide 
our unique brand of life-changing health 
care to more kids in more places for many 
years to come.”

Another important piece of legislation 
that passed allows for the continuance of 
the oversight committee for this Imperial 
year. We thank all the voting representa-
tives for their diligence and commitment 
to making the best decisions for their fra-
ternity and philanthropy. 

Decisions Regarding the Health Care System 

Additional legislation that 
was passed involving the frater-
nity clarified a variety of terms, 
allowed for establishment of 
associations of Shrine Clubs 
under certain circumstances 
(this would allow the creation 
of a Taproom Association), pro-
vided for non-Shriners to drive 
vehicles in parades if a noble is not available, and approved the revocation of the charter 
of the Florida Shrine Association. Other legislation involved requests to relocate from 
temples, and resolutions regarding membership in regional Shrine Associations. 

Legislation Impacting the Fraternity

An important piece of legislation 
that was passed at Imperial Session 
will make it easier to make decisions 
and implement needed changes in a 
more timely and effective manner.  
A change in the bylaws regarding hospital 
governance makes it possible to relocate 
existing hospitals with a two-thirds vote of 



16 Shriner Magazine: Pride and Tradition

MEMBERSHIP HALL OF FAME INDUCTS 28 TEMPLES
At this year’s Imperial Session in Nashville, Tennessee, 28 temples that achieved positive mem-
bership growth over the previous Imperial year were honored with Gold status and inducted 
into the Membership Hall of Fame. These temples, as well as 41 temples who reached Bronze 
status (less than 2% overall membership improvement), and 48 temples that reached Silver status 
(more than 2% overall membership improvement), were honored during a sold-out Hall of Fame 
Luncheon, attended by more than 400 individuals.

Membership Takes Active Role at Imperial Session
Temples Honored, 
Programs Completed 
and Plans for the 
Future Discussed

The gold-level accomplishment was a repeat 
performance for seven temples: 

MABUHAY SHRINERS 
Ermita Manila, Philippines 
seven consecutive years

ABOU SAAD SHRINERS 
Panama City, Panama  
four consecutive years

PYRAMID SHRINERS 
Stratford, Connecticut 
three consecutive years

The other Hall of Fame temples were:

The Membership 500 Race to membership 
success came to finish at Imperial Session with 
Acacia Shriners from Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 
taking the checkered flag as the contest winner. 
In total, 13 temples completed their Mem-
bership 500 Race. Acacia temple will receive 
two VIP tickets to an upcoming NASCAR race, 
where they will meet fellow noble, David Ragan. 

Prior to the opening of Imperial Session on June 
30, an interactive Membership Summit with 
roundtable discussions was held. More than 
70 nobles and participants shared ideas and 
experiences while learning from one another 
through lively give-and-take discussion. 

BEDOUIN SHRINERS 
Muscogee, Oklahoma 
two consecutive years

JERICHO SHRINERS 
Kingsport, Tennessee 
two consecutive years

OMAR SHRINERS 
Mount Pleasant,  
South Carolina 
two consecutive years

Algeria Shriners 
Helena, Montana 

Mecca Shriners 
New York City

Amal Shriners 
São Paulo, Brazil 

Morocco Shriners  
Jacksonville, Florida

Agila Shriners 
Davao City, 
Philippines 

Mahi Shriners 
Miami. Florida

Akdar Shriners 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 

Marzuq Shriners  
Tallahassee, Florida

Amara Shriners 
Palm Beach  
Gardens, Florida 

The names of all 28 Hall of Fame temples will 
be engraved on a plaque that is on display in 
the Memorabilia Room at Shiners International 
Headquarters in Tampa, Florida. 

Murat Shriners 
Indianapolis

Anah Shriners 
Bangor, Maine

Oleika Shriners 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Anezeh Shriners 
Mexico City 

Oriental Shriners 
Troy, New York

Bolivia Shriners 
Santa Cruz, Bolivia 

Philae Shriners 
Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Canada

Emirat Shriners 
Heidelberg, Germany 

Sahara Shriners  
Pine Bluff, Arkansas

Kalurah Shriners  
Endicott, New York 

Suez Shriners 
San Angelo, Texas

Kismet Shriners 
New Hyde Park, New York

Innovation is Focus of  
Membership Summit 

Membership 500 Race  
Drives to a Close 

ALMAS SHRINERS 
Washington, D.C. 
two consecutive years 
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Celebrating and Meeting 
with Our Masonic Brothers

ON WEDNESDAY JUNE 26,  
AS PART OF THE DEMOLAY 
Centennial Celebration, more than 
1,300 people converged upon the 
DeMolay International Service & Leader-
ship Center in Kansas City, Missouri, for 
the unveiling of the Charity EnShrined 
Centennial Courtyard. Leaders from 
DeMolay jurisdictions around the world, 
as well as several Masonic and appendant 
organizations, were on hand to share in 
the celebration. Many of those present 
searched to find their own sponsored 
bricks in the courtyard.

Shriners International sponsored the 
Editorial Without Words statue in honor 
and memory of Imperial Sir Jack H. Jones, 
Past Imperial Potentate and Honorary 
Past Grand Master of DeMolay.

In his comments, Imperial Sir Jim 
Cain, who was Imperial Potentate at the 
time, spoke of the interrelation between 
Shriners International and DeMolay 
International, which goes back to DeMo-
lay’s founding in 1919 by Noble Frank 
S. Land, who ultimately served Ararat 
Shriners as its Potentate in 1931 and as 
the Imperial Potentate in 1954-1955. 

In an effort to promote unity among 
Masonic leaders at the local Grand 
Lodges, Shriners International hosted 
more than 40 sitting Grand Masters 
at the 2019 Imperial Session. Many 
of these leaders collaborated in a 
facilitated discussion led by M.W. Bill 
Garrard (El Zaribah) and M.W. Impe-
rial Sir Dave Worel (Al Aska). Topics 
included promoting membership and 
fraternal relevance. Our esteemed 
brethren provided great feedback, and 
urged that similar discussions be held 
in the future.

Following the meeting, our visiting 
Grand Masters attended the Member-
ship Hall of Fame luncheon, and then 
were recognized on stage in a special 
procession and introduction to the 
Imperial Representatives.

“We are proud to be allied Masonic orga-
nizations, and to share the basic Masonic 
values of brotherly love, relief and truth. 
…Having strong ties and a strong working 
relationship between our two organiza-
tions is only natural, as we share many 
of the same goals. Both organizations 
work tirelessly to make the world a better 
place; both strive to improve the lives of 
children; and both organizations work to 
promote the beliefs and ideals of Masonry, 
as well as the benefits of being members 
of Masonic organizations,” said Cain.

Shriners and Masons Gather for the Unveiling  
of a New Courtyard and to Share Ideas
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For the perfect combination of fun, fellowship and philanthropy, 
look no further than Tropicana Field in St. Petersburg, Florida, on 
Saturday, Jan. 18, 2020. The East-West Shrine Bowl is our organiza-
tions’ premier signature sporting event, which has been played since 
1925. If you haven’t already, it’s time to think about your plans for this 
exciting game that is such an important Shriners tradition. 

A ONE-OF-A-KIND TRIP 
One option is to make memories with your 
whole family by traveling to St. Petersburg 
for the game. It will be an experience like 
none other: Where else can you enjoy a 
tropical getaway, and have the opportunity 
to mingle with professional NFL scouts, 
agents and coaches, and meet college 
football’s finest athletes? 

TradeWinds Island Grand Resorts is 
the host hotel for the event, with a fan-
tastic location on St. Pete Beach, along 
the Gulf of Mexico. For reservations, call 
800-808-9833. Ask for the special East-
West Shrine Game rate, available through 
December 19. 

General admission tickets are $15 
and may be purchased online in advance 
at shrinegame.com, or on game day at 
Tropicana Field box offices. Temples, clubs 
and units may request General Admission 
tickets to sell, in advance, for a 20% sales 
commission. 

Special Shriner friends and family ticket 
packages are available for advance pur-
chase through Jan. 6. During game week, 
Jan. 13–17, any remaining ticket pack-
ages will be sold on-site at the host hotel, 
TradeWinds Island Grand. For ticket pack-
age and additional game information, call 
the game office at 813-281-8686. 

WATCH PARTIES
If you can’t go to the game, consider host-
ing or attending an East-West Shrine Bowl 
watch party. Watch parties are a perfect 
opportunity for Shriners to come together 
with fellow nobles, family, friends and com-
munity members to enjoy this special game

You can invite potential new members 
and connect with existing nobles over your 
favorite tailgate snack and cold drinks at a 
watch party. Also, a watch party is a great 
time for member recruitment: Invite friends 
or colleagues you think would make great 
Shriners to enjoy one of the nation’s top 

THAN JUST A GAME

college all-star and NFL Draft recruit-
ment games while learning what being 
a Shriner is all about.

Watch parties can be held at your 
local temple, lodge or recreation center. 
Create a potluck list of your favorite 
tailgate munchies and beverages, or 
organize a cook-off! Bring your favor-
ite tailgate games and invite all of your 
friends to come enjoy the party.

Another option is to meet at a local 
sports restaurant. Let the professionals 
take care of the cooking and cleanup, 
while you kick back, relax and cheer 
for your favorite players.

No matter where your party is held, we 
can help make it special with a watch party 
package. Packages include game posters, 
brochures, trivia questions and fun give-
away items. Call 813-281-8686, or email 
your watch party package request to  
EastWestShrineGame@shrinenet.org. 

MORE THAN JUST A GAME
Since 1925, the East-West Shrine Bowl 
has helped support Shriners Hospitals for 
Children. Your contributions – whether 
by attending, watching on television, or 
by donating – have kept this tradition 
strong, for the benefit of children around 
the world. 

more 

To better reflect the quality and stature 
of this event, we recently changed its 
name to East-West Shrine Bowl.

more 



Future Imperial Sessions
2021: July 4-8, Houston
2022: July 3-7, Minneapolis

JOIN US IN

FOR THE 2020
IMPERIAL SESSION

KANSAS CITY
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To learn more, visit Imperial2020.com and Facebook.com/JeffSowder2020.

America’s Heartland 
The Power & Light District is conveniently 
located near the Imperial Session conven-
tion center and hotels. With more than 50 
restaurants, bars, shops and entertainment 
venues, the Power & Light District offers 
something for everyone. Explore the area 
via the Kansas City Single Loop City Tour, a 
90-minute narrated event. And no trip to 
Kansas City is complete without a stop in 
The Plaza, a unique, 15-block shopping and 
dining district distinguished by its Spanish-
inspired architecture.

Traveling with the kids? They’ll love 
Worlds of Fun and Oceans of Fun, a 
combined amusement and water park 
covering 300 acres. Or try Go Ape Treetop 
Adventure, a zip line canopy tour that your 
family won’t forget. For something more 
warm and fuzzy, check out the Kansas City 
Zoo, Crown Center’s Sea Life Aquarium or 
Deanna Rose Children’s Farmstead. Don’t 
miss lunch at Fritz’s restaurant, where a 
working model train delivers your food 
right to your table. 

Other great family venues are Union 
Station’s Science City and Planetarium, 
LegoLand, and Crayola Kansas City.

History lovers won’t want to miss 
the National World War I Museum 
and Memorial. Arranged in a narrative 
style, the exhibit takes visitors on an 
epic journey through this historical era, 
allowing them to experience deeply 
personal stories of courage, honor, 
patriotism and sacrifice. Students of 
presidential lore will recognize the 
Kansas City area as the birthplace of 
President Harry S. Truman, who was 
a member of Ararat Shriners for more 
than 50 years. Visit the Harry S. Truman 
Library & Museum to learn more about 
this fascinating citizen, president, and 
Shriner. Another historical highlight 
of the city is the Gangster Tour. To 
absorb a little culture, check out the 
Bloch Galleries, which feature paint-
ings by Van Gogh, Picasso, Cezanne 
and Monet, as well as Chinese and 
Contemporary art collections. 

The Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art 
features everything from ancient to con-
temporary works. Both are free. Or take 
in a show at the Kansas City Rep, one of 
the best-kept secrets in the Midwestern 
theater scene.

Feeling hungry? Kansas City is known all 
over the world for three things – barbecue, 
steaks and craft beers. For barbecue, try 
Arthur Bryant’s, Gates BBQ or Smokehouse 
BBQ. Top choices for steaks include Majestic 
Steak House and Pierpont’s at Union Sta-
tion. Craft beer breweries and small wineries 
can be found throughout the city.

Kansas City Convention Center The 2020 
Imperial Session will be held at the Kansas 
City Convention Center. Combining simple 
elegance and modern amenities, it’s the 
perfect space for our annual gathering. The 
Municipal Auditorium features inspiring 
Art Deco architecture from the inside out. 
With an arena, exhibition hall, music hall 
and the Little Theatre all under its roof, it’s 
a unique and inviting place for our fraternity 
to gather.

We Hope to See You There
We look forward to seeing you at our annual Shriners family 
reunion in this energetic and welcoming city. We promise it will 
be one to remember. 

ALL NOBLES, LADIES AND THEIR FAMILIES ARE INVITED to join Imperial Sir 
Jeff Sowder and Lady Cheryl for the fraternity’s biggest event of the year. Kansas City is 
such a friendly place that you’ll feel welcome from the moment you arrive. Combining a new 
urban spirit with traditional Midwestern sensibility, Kansas City offers an array of food, history, art and 
family-friendly activities. Come enjoy “the Paris of the Plains” with us while celebrating the fun, fellowship 
and philanthropy that makes Shriners International the greatest fraternity in the world.

The 146th Imperial Session of Shriners International will 
take place in Kansas City, Missouri, July 5-9, 2020. 
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Change Service Requested

For more information on the tournament, please visit shrinershospitalsopen.com.  
Follow tournament updates on Twitter and become a fan on Facebook.

Twenty-two patient ambassadors will be on hand as standard 
bearers, carrying the scores of professional golfers as they 
compete in the tournament. The Shriners Hospitals’ representa-
tives enjoy a rare “inside the ropes” opportunity at the PGA Tour 
event, making memories that will last a lifetime as they meet 
and interact with the pros, patients from across the system, 
Shriners and the Shriners Hospitals for Children community.

From Sept. 30 through Oct. 6, many of the world’s 
top golfers will be in Nevada, competing in the 2019 
Shriners Hospitals for Children Open. Held at TPC 
Summerlin, a premier private club in Las Vegas, the 
FedExCup tournament helps spread the word about 
Shriners Hospitals’ amazing care for children all over 
the world.

Can’t make it to Vegas this year? The tournament 
will be televised live on The Golf Channel, so you 
can gather with friends, family and fellow Shriners 
to watch.

Thursday, Oct. 3 4 – 8 p.m.

Friday, Oct. 4 4 – 8 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 5 5 – 8 p.m.

Sunday, Oct. 6 5 – 8 p.m.


