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3443 South Galena St., Denver, Colorado

80231

Rich
Silver
2018 got off to a great start with many
Shriners coming out to the El Jebel Shrine night
at the National Western Stock Show. We welcomed 8-year-old Shrine Child Shea Drake and
her family as they were featured with the traditional wagon ride around the arena accompanied
by the El Jebel Drovers. The National Western
Stock Show is a great platform to introduce people to El Jebel and Shriners Hospitals for Children.
We are kicking off February with our annual
journey to Grand Junction to support the Western
Colorado Shrine Club (“WCSC”). We have a bus
full of El Jebel Shriners ready to depart the Shrine
Center at 7:00 am on February 3, 2018, returning
the following day. As in the past, we will be
treated to food and beverages on the bus, enjoy
fellowship with the WCSC in their hospitality
suite and attend their installation dinner. The
WCSC will have a ceremonial on Saturday afternoon for two new nobles. During the ceremonial,
our ladies will travel by bus to Reynolds Polymer
to learn how they produce the materials for some
of the world’s largest aquariums. We will be
back from Grand Junction in plenty of time to get
to the Tailgate Party!
Immediately upon return from Grand Junction
El Jebel will host the 2nd Annual Super Bowl
Tailgate Party on Sunday, February 4, 2018 beginning at 3:30 pm. Just like last year, we ask
that you bring your favorite Tailgate snack and
beverage to share with others. The El Jebel
“Honor Bar” will also be open during this party.
Deputy Chief Aide Don Myers is planning football pools to make the game even more exciting.
With the two huge screens in our main room and
the two large screens in the lounge, there is no
better place to enjoy the Super Bowl! This is also
a great opportunity to bring your friends to see
how much fun it is to be a Shriner!
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Our February meeting will focus on Valentine’s Day
and we will meet on Sunday, February 11, 2018 for a
Champagne Brunch. This month only we will NOT
meet on the second Monday for our monthly meeting.
Our Brunch will feature a great menu of breakfast and
lunch items, accompanied by Champagne, Mimosas,
Bloody Mary’s, etc. Musical entertainment will be
provided by Shrine patient
Megan McGuire. As with all our open meetings, this
is a great opportunity to introduce your lodge brothers
and friends to the fun and fellowship that we enjoy by
being El Jebel Shriners!
Mark your calendar for some key dates coming in
March. On March 17, El Jebel will participate in the
St. Patrick’s Day Parade, immediately followed by a
St. Patrick’s Day / March Madness Party at the Shrine
Center. Our Ladies Luncheon will be on March 31
and our ladies will be celebrating Susan Boles 40th
anniversary with El Jebel. Let’s keep the fun and
fellowship going throughout 2018!

JANUARY INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Jay Bobick
Recorder Report
2018 OFF TO A GREAT START
The kick-off January Stated Meeting was a blast! Our Potentate decided our first meeting should create a
relaxed and fun time, so he made it a western theme, casual night. The Divan all came in some sort of western
attire as well as many of our Nobles and ladies. As usual, many gathered early to socialize and enjoy conversation and maybe a libation before dinner. The lounge was full with laughter prevailing throughout. The Potentate invited all to dinner at 6:00 pm and as the self-service line continued so did the conversations and socializing. After dinner, our dignitaries were introduced. Past Potentates attending were Illustrious Jack Patten,
Dick Williams, Amer Plaisted, Mike Severe, PIP, Jim Fitzpatrick, Ron Cosens, Clint Dexter, Tony Dattilo,
Fred Taylor, Matt Raia, Phil Hause, Larry Clark and The immediate past and current potentate, Ill. Rich Silver.
It was great to have these brothers at the festivities.
Ill. Rich then turned the program over to Ill. Tony to install the 2018 officers but, before Tony did that, he
called for Rich to return to the podium and presented him with his Gold Ribbon recognizing his many hours of
volunteer service to our Temple. Then came the “Grand Parade” as Ill. Tony announced each officer who
were introduced and given their Jewel and Fez by their Lady or a friend. The 2018 El Jebel Officers:
Potentate Illustrious Rich Silver 1st Ceremonial Master Rob Cheney

Chief Rabban Bobby Marner
Assistant Rabban

2nd Ceremonial Master

Joe Kent

Marshal

High Priest & Prophet Ron Williamson
Oriental Guide Ken Jones

Gary Loberg

Carson Ribble

Captain of the Guard

Perry Mittler

Outer Guard – West Bill Brassette

Treasurer Bill Schwartz
Recorder Jay Bobick

Outer Guard – East Bob Elsloo
Director

Ron Dunsmore

Chaplain Jim Oliver
After the installation, the ladies adjourned to their meeting that was a enjoyable time of charades. Each
lady had to select a topic and act it out for others to guess. With that and ample snacks, the ladies had a
great time while waiting for the Temple Business Meeting to end.
The Potentate opened at 7:40 pm and called the Chaplain for our Invocation. The Potentate led all in the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of our Nation. The meeting was then opened by the Potentate in due form.
Ill. Rich called for the required annual reports. The Treasurer presented his annual report and also presented
the 2018 Budget. The Recorder presented his annual report. And the Director of Operations presented the Facilities/Operations Committee Report his Annual Report.
Under Old Business, Noble Don Weiser asked for a status report on the exterior flagpole. The Director of
Operations reported that the required Denver permits and their requirements have required changes to the construction documents. The parties involved are addressing the issue for resolution at which time the flagpole
will be installed.
(continued on page 7)
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EL JEBEL SHRINE

HELP WANTED
I'm a member of El Jebel and I own a beverage
bottling and food packaging company. Currently I have
a brother and his wife in their mid/late 60's working
for me and it's worked out quite well. I need a few
people for light part-time work on the bottling line;
doing such things as:
staging bottles on the conveyor
capping bottles with a capping tool
applying shrink sleeves
placing filled bottles in shipping cases
There is no heavy lifting or janitorial so I feel it's a
good job for a recent retiree looking for extra
cash. The line runs anywhere from 1 day to 4 days per
week generally 8 AM to 4:30 PM so there's a lot of
flexibility. No weekends or evenings. Compensation is
$12 per hour.

LANDMARK FOODS
Stephen Arrington, President
Landmark Foods, Inc.
P 303 345-4169 F 303 948-2299
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Phone (303) 455-3470 Fax: (303) 458-8849
Red Fez Articles—office@eljebel.org
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T-Nobles
By Chris Weymouth, President
Calling all interested parties to join the T-Nobles
of El Jebel!!! We have vehicles and trailers available
for anyone interested in joining our unit. We have a
great group of Nobles that enjoy being together and
participating in parades.
The first parade of the season is St. Patrick’s Day
Parade on March 17th. If you are interested in joining the club, now would be the time to get a car and,
if needed, a trailer. Give me a call at 559-960-8631.
The Club leases the cars for $500 and the fire engines for $700. Trailers are available for a nominal
charge.
Our next meeting is Tuesday, February 13th, at
McCoys Restaurant, 4855 Federal Blvd., Denver,
just north of I-70. We have dinner at 6:00 pm with
meeting at 7:00 pm. Families are always welcome.

El Jebel Shrine emails
Recorder—recorder@eljebel.org
Susan Boles—office@eljebel.org
Red Fez articles—office@eljebel.org
Accounting—director@eljebel.org
Calendar—office@eljebel.org
Points—points@eljebel.org

Membership Report
Total Membership (with Associates)
as of January 31, 2018

1102
3– Restorations
1 Demit
8 Expired

Calling All Ladies

Calendar of Events
February
3-4 WCSC Installation-Grand Junction
4 Super Bowl Party
12 Open Meeting – Valentine Night
March
12 Family Night-Hospital Report
17 St. Patrick’s Day Parade
24 Social Event
24 El Mejdel Installation
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If you are related by birth or marriage to a
Shriner or a Master Mason, you are invited
to El Mejdel Temple Daughters of the Nile
Coffee.
Come learn more about the Daughters of
the Nile and what we do for the Shriners
Hospital for Children.
When: Saturday, April 21, 2018
Time: 10:00 am – 12:00 Noon
Where: El Jebel Shrine Building
Any questions and to RSVP, please contact
our Membership Chair
Barbara Lloyd, PQ
720-255-2846
Email: lloyd14909@aol.com

FEBRUARY
El Jebel Band
Marv Feldman

Clowns
Norm “Skate” Hoff

Jeffco Shrine Club
Jack Russell

Legion of Honor
Beverly Mock
Don Phelps

Provost Guard
Jack Bird
Jim Oliver
Chuck Petersen

RV Roamers
Mona Eckley
Marilyn Hepp
Maureen Harrison
Don Gardner
Harold Potter
Ken Johnson

Radops
Harold Bethune
Milt Bonham
Ron Budzitowski
Jim Fitzpatrick, P.P.
Cathy Villhauer

Sports
Art Anstine
Richard Hecox

VIP’s
By Wayne Covert
Here we are already starting in new year of 2018 with a heavy heart. The black camel has taken another
member. BROTHER KENT DAVIS. He was a very active member in the Shrine. Very supportive and generous to our hospitals. He was the parade captain of our unit and always contributed to the unit. I would like to
personally thank Jim Oliver for the wonderful sermon he delivered, to the consistory for their performance,
and to Randy Penn. Randy did a great job of the grave site ritual. Kent will be missed.
2017 is behind us and in the history books, or should I say on the Internet. 2017 was a year that El Jebel
made many changes. We have many people to thank for the outstanding job they did on our move to our new
building. We also have to recognize the hardship, failing health, of many and the terrible tragedy that Susan
suffered. I hope the new year will be a great year for all of us.
We enjoyed a good turn out at our Christmas Party. It was held at Highland Hills Country Club. We enjoyed
a great meal, and great camaraderie with the V.I.P. membership. As soon as all of our members due are paid, I
will be making a new contact list and send it out. We have retained our officers from 2017 for this year, I am
looking ahead for a better year in participation from our members. An organization is only as good as it's
members. It was a choice you made when you joined. REMEMBER WE ARE MASONS FIRST! KEEP IT
ON THE SQUARE AND LEVEL.
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Recorder’s Desk continued
In

closing, the Potentate stated that Temple activities are coming up rapidly and all members need to
be familiar with the El Jebel Calendar and attend as
many events as you are able. As of this date, it remains a working calendar and it should be finalized
soon. For now, please consider attending the following events:
Stock Show El Jebel Night
Unit Officers Meeting – 20 January

There was a friend whose heart was good
He walked with men and understood
His was a voice that spoke with cheer, And
felt like music on the ear
His was a smile men loved to see; His was
a hand that asked no fee for friendliness or
kindness done. And now that he has journeyed on, His is a fame that never ends,
He leaves behind uncounted friends
Passed thru the Unseen Portals

In Memoriam
“Our beloved Brethren live on in a new and
more glorious life and service. We carry their
influence in our lives and their memories in
our hearts. They are not forgotten.”
Kent O. Davis
Gary C. Dean
Robert L. Gilbert
Robert E. Lavoie
Fahey D, Law
Leroy J. Marx, Jr.
David D. Swift
Johnnie Wasson
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WCSC Trip - 3-4 February
Super Bowl “Tailgate” - 4 February at the
Temple, no cost, bring food to share.
February Family Meeting – 11 February with
Brunch at the Temple. Replaces the 12
February (Monday night) Meeting.
The meeting was adjourned by the Potentate in
due form, peace and harmony prevailing.
JANUARY INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

OPTARS
By J & J Taylor
Twelve members and spouses met with the Optars
photography club for dinner at the Village Inn, and a
meeting with program at the Shrine Building. At the
meeting there was good news about Ron Williamson,
who has had multiple surgeries on his ear, and Wendell Martin, who is in good spirits after eye surgery
and skin cancer surgery. We have since learned that
Joan, Marv Sellinghausen’s wife, has finally gotten a
kidney transplant, and is doing well.
Ron Dunsmore, Optars President, suggested three
future months of activities, which will include photo
shoots and active participation by members. The
program at this meeting, January 2, was
“Photographers Shooting Photographers”.
Ron had us all go to the main meeting room on 2nd
floor, and with the lights out, instructed us to just
start “shooting” each other. We were to bring our
cameras, but some people used their cell phone cameras. After about 15 minutes we re-assembled, and
Ron said we were to send about 6 of our pictures to
Jim Taylor to assemble for a showing at the February
dinner meeting on the 6th. It turned out to be quite a
bit of fun!
The next part of the meeting was showing how
Ron’s portable light box worked. See the enclosed
picture and you’ll see Ed Hamm, photographing the
detail on the face of Ron’s ring! His light box is put
together with 1” PVC pipe and corners, white foam
board sides and bottom, and a lamp or two. Works
great!
The next Optars dinner meeting and program will
be at Davies’ on 26th Ave., one block west of Kipling, at 5:00 pm. We have moved the time up to allow for the programs to finish by 8:00 or so. We will
show and critique pictures of the “Photographers
Shooting Photographers”.
Meeting will start at 6:00 and run until 8:00 at the
Shrine. Please RSVP to Ron at 303-279-6272.

Dune Buggy Patrol
By: Don Weiser
January was a slow month for the Dune Buggy
Patrol.
January 8th found many of us at the El Jebel Shrine
meeting for the installation of the 2018 Divan. The
usual installation of Unit Officers was also accomplished, with Illustrious Sir Rich Silver administering
the oath of office to all.
January 10th was the meeting of the Dune Buggy
Patrol, held at the Garrison St Bar and Grill. Our new
President, Ron Dunsmore opened our first meeting of
2018 with 10 members, and 4 ladies present. We were
honored to have 3 additional Divan members attend.
What a great start to our new year!
Our Sec. / Tres. Ken Jones reported that due to his
having been elected to the Divan, he feels that he
needs to resign his Unit position. If anyone would like
to be considered for replacing Ken, please contact
President Ron Dunsmore, 303-519-3321. Also, Ken
has decided that he is selling his Buggy and becoming
a social member, as he is also starting a new Inner
Body Parade Unit. If you know anyone that is in the
market for a Dune Buggy Patrol car, have them contact Ken Jones, 303-588-4785.
We are beginning to make plans for 2018 CSSA,
which is in Branson, Mo. this year. We already have 2
buggies that are making the trip and would like to see
at least 6 going this year. With 6, we can compete in
Competition Drill, as well as in Show Car and Obstacle course classes. Let’s all look at our schedules and
make this happen!
We voted to admit a new member, Tom Mehsling,
to our Dune Buggy Patrol. It was reported that he has
purchased the Car from Earl Craddock, and has began
the needed repairs to get this buggy back on the road
again. Congratulations to Tom!
Upcoming Events:
February 3 / 4th is the annual trip to Grand Junction for
the installation of officers for the WCSC. There are still
seats available on the bus, so call in your RSVP and make
this fun trip.
February 11th Valentines Day Brunch / Family Shrine
Meeting, 12:00 noon social, 1 pm dinner, 2 pm Meeting
Lets all come out for a new meeting day and time. This is
part of the new and fun activities that are planned for this
year.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO ALL
February 1st Gary Loberg February 5th Jay Bobick
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El Jebel Shrine Bands

Gene W King, BOD VP
gene@bigbluetoy.com
* Band Officers for 2017: President, Marv Feldman,
Vice President, Gene W King, Secretary, Norm
O’Kelly, Treasurer, Don Long, Sergeant-at-Arms,.
Board of Governors, Rich Frohlick, Charles
Schaeffer.
EL JEBEL BANDS SCHEDULE
BOTH BANDS ARE DARK FOR JANUARY

Jeffco Shrine Club
By Jim Cram
After having been dark for three weeks to
celebrate the Holidays, we had a very successful
meeting on January 10th. We were pleased to
welcome our Divan Rep. Jim Oliver who made an
excellent report of current and future activities,
events, and what needs to be done. Herb Schillereff
gave the year-end financial report and announced
that the books are open for members to review. A
copy of the 2018 roster was handed out.
A Get Well Wish to Wendell Martin who recently
had surgery on his forehead to remove a melanoma.
The surgery was extensive enough to require a skin
graft.
Jack Russell reported that Ginger McCullough
won the “number-of-wins-for-the season” Bronco
contest, having predicted 5 wins. This was real insight as some people had predicted as high as 16
wins. What’s next? Perhaps March Madness will
provide opportunity to forecast the Sweet Sixteen
and Final Four and the winner of the NCAA Basketball tournament.
Noble Access to WebFez w/Mobile View
WebFez currently has 12,000+ registered users.
Nobles Please remember to register so that you can
update your membership information, print a dues
notice or temporary membership card or display a
current membership card on your smartphone.
Registration and login directions are available in
WebFez in PDF format.
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HOWEVER, if your unit would like us to play for
one of your events, contact Marv Feldman, 303-7712889 0r Gene W King, 303-589-4996.
HEY, DO WE HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU!!!!!
Did you at one time play a musical instrument???
And stopped to have a career and/or family??? Want
to get back into it????
We have many members that were in that exact
situation and are now productive musicians having a
great time playing in the Family Band.
Don’t have an instrument anymore??? Check with
us, we have a selection of instruments that were donated by Shriners for just this kind of situation. We
have several retired music teachers that would be
happy to help you get back into the music establishment.
Contact Marv Feldman, 303-771-2889, or me at
Gene@BigBlueToy.com, 303-589-4996.
Happy Birthday:
1/24 Pearce Ken
2/11 Feldman, Marv
3/12 Shaeffer, Charles
7/4 Trevathan, Michael
8/10 O'Kelly, Norm
8/16 King, Gene
10/15 Frohlick, Rick
11/15 Steve, Munsinger
12/17 Hahne , Hank

Englewood Shrine Club

by Don Phelps
We met on January 13th. at the Eckley's to celebrate the
Stock Show in a western dress. We had some pulled
pork and chicken. Our February meeting will be on
February 10th., again at the Eckley's. We will be celebrating our Love (Valentines). We are also planning to
go to Johnstown and the Candlelight theatre in
April. We have a great time together and would like
you to join us. If you would like more information let
me know at 303-471-2481 or
donphelps9652@gmail.com.
Visit us and have a good time.

El Jebel Computer Club
By George Van Trump
The Jan 9 meeting was started with lunch at the
Village Inn Restaurant in Aurora. Following lunch,
the group convened to El Jebel for the business
meeting and a program with 10 members and guests
present. A Pledge was given. Minutes of the previous meeting and the current treasurer report were
read and approved. A discussion was held about
replenishing the supplies needed for Club’s photo
shoots. This was tabled until the Shrine established
a list of photo shoots that they desired.
Jim Taylor, in the absent of our div Rep, gave a
brief report on the happenings at El Jebel: Shriner’s
Night at Nat’l Western, unit officers meeting, and
the annual trip to Grand Junction.
After the business meeting, Ed Hamm gave a program on “How Email Works.”
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, Feb 13
with lunch at 11:30 a.m. at the New York Deli Restaurant, 7105 East Hampden, Aurora. A meeting
will follow at the El Jebel. A program will be given
on “How to Handle Passwords.”
All Shriners are invited to attend and join our
Club; dues are just $12.00 per year, first dues $6.00
per year if a new member joins after Jul 1. Wives
and guests are always welcome.
If you have any questions, please contact George
Van Trump at 303-232-3542 or at
Jo42George@outlook.com
.
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Sandblasters of El Jebel
By Claude Akridge
The Sandblasters of El Jebel meet on the last
Wednesday of each month at the Golden Corral Restaurant at 11:30 AM located in the (River Front shopping complex at South Santa Fe Drive @ West
Hampden Ave). Come visit us, guests are always
welcome.
President Randy Penn with Vice-Pres Carl Gaumer
have planned a winter trip to the beautiful Arizona
Golf Club in Mesa, AZ for March 7th thru March
14th. To date 36 sandblasters and wives have signed
up to go. President Randy wants to extend invitations
to all members of El Jebel and their guests that would
like to play golf with the Sandblasters to give him a
call (303-635-0357) for all the details. It is very affordable and he promises a good time.
Our Sec/Treasurer, Dan Kamunen has received 40
Green Saver golf discount books for the 2018 golf
season. The books are on a first call/come basis, call
Dan 303-972-3790 or e-mail him @
dankamunen@comcast.net to reserve your copy. The
books will be available at our Jan 31st meeting.
Several of the Sandblasters were at the January stated meeting and enjoyed dinner and fellowship at the
installation of Potentate Rich Silver and his Divan for
2018. We wish them well and give them our support.
If you have any news of interest for the Sandblasters, Please call me at 303-369-5756 or e-mail to
akridgeducks@aol,com

Sports

By Greg Rindone
Well its 2018 so let’s make this a great year for
the Sports, Happy New Year to all. The parades
will soon be starting with St. Patrick’s Day parade
to kick off the season March 17, 2018. It’s getting
to be time to get your vehicles cleaned and ready.
We held our Monthly meeting November 8, 2017
to nominate and elected your new slate of officers
for 2018. Art Anstine was voted in as your new
President and Greg Rindone as the Vice President.
Both did not understand the question when asked
to take on the new roles but I know Art will do a
great job. Hos Varner will continue to be Sec/
Treas, John Kesig is our Captain and Vic Olson is
our Chaplain. A big thanks to Rich Wingate for
the past two years as President. If you own a convertible, like to have fun, and are looking for a
Shrine unit to join, give us a call. We meet on the
second Wednesday of the month. We are changing
our meeting time to noon as was voted on at our
last meeting. To check for the location of the
meeting, call our President Art Anstine (Mary) at
303-841-2572.
Legion of Honor
by Don Phelps
We meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month at
Black Hawk Lodge. The meeting starts at
13:00. All veterans and active duty armed force
members are welcome.
We have more than twenty members, but some
are still working and can't attend the meetings.
Our meetings are to plan for attendance at
parades and to present colors for other events. We
support our brothers and sisters in the Military. Our 2018 commander is Ed Richards
(303-908-1399) and I Don Phelps (303-471-2481)
am the Adjutant. Call us for more information.
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NORTHEAST COLORADO SHRINE CLUB
Ancient Arabic Order of the Nobles

of the Mystic Shrine
An Inner Body of El Jebel Temple in Denver, CO
Gerald Thorndyke, President
Jerry Wardrip, Secretary
By Jerry Wardrip
The gathering this morning was cold and crisp, my
thermometer said 19 degrees. It is forecast that it
will warm up above 50 degrees today and even
warmer tomorrow. I still had to scrape ice off my
windows this morning.
We had a good report on the upcoming work
scheduled in some of the different lodges. It appears
that January is going to be a busy month. There is
also work scheduled for February and dinners etc.
planned for the following months.
Our gathering at the Home Depot to help with the
Santa Kids Workshop went great, we assisted over
500 kids with their projects. It went very well and
there are plans to do it again next year, maybe in
some other stores also.

After covering all the questions and schedule we
could think of as upcoming it was time to close and
get to our daily grind. The meeting was closed at
7:18AM, peace and harmony prevailing.
Under Sickness and distress: It has been reported
that Nobel and Brother Dale Blake has passed away.
He went to Texas for some stemcell work and he had
some problems develop. He passed away on January
7, 2018.
There being no further business to come before this
body of Nobles, Noble Gerald Thorndyke adjourned
the meeting at 7:18 AM, peace and harmony prevailing.

Western CO Shrine Club—WCSC
By Jerald Conyers
The WCSC meeting was called to order by President Steve Ganskow on January 9th, 2018 at 11:45
AM with the invocation given by Ray McDaniel and
Pledge of Allegiance lead by 1st VP Linn
Armstrong. President elect Linn Armstrong set up a
committee on working with the Blue Lodges and
Youth Groups to try to get more people in Masonry
and then joining the Shrine. This committee
consisted of Linn Armstrong, Gay Weiszbord and
Jerald Conyers, we held our first meeting right after
the club meeting. We only had 3 trips to the SLC
Shrine Hospital in December. We figure that was due
to the holidays. Our Hospital Coordinator as down
sick with the flu and was unable to attend the meeting. IHOP is already working to get donations for the
Hospital they are trying to get more donations than
they did last year so they started early.
The IHOP Pancake Day will be February 27th,
2018 with Lucky (Daren Mahoney) running the
show. Should be fun. There was not much any other
activity going on right now except we are getting
ready for the installation party on February 3rd and
looking forward to seeing all the Nobles from Denver for fellowship once again.
The meeting was closed in due form at 1:00 PM
Clowns by Steve Thomas:
Since doing the 2 Scottish Rite kids Christmas parties the clowns have been in hibernation. We are all
looking forward to the Installation Party Feb. 3rd and
the installation of our new clown rulers. Right now
we don't have a lot on the calendar until the WCSC
circus in GJ June 1st and 2nd.
Sickness and distress: Mugsy had double hernia
surgery Dec. 29th (Kinda a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year all in one) All went well, however
my veterinarian says I may never play the piano
again. Our secretary Gary Brown was down with the
flu hope he is back up and his normal self soon.
We used this time to fine tune the little cars and get
ready for a busy parade season and lots of fun.
Tri-County by Steve Thomas: As we were dark in
December there is not a lot to report. Our Jan. meeting is set for the 20th so I will have more to report on
that next month. Haven't lined anything up for Feb.
just yet.
12

Mountain Men News
By Perry Mittler
Frozen Toes Rendezvous Saturday February 24th,
2018 leave the Lazy Heart Ranch at 9:00am to go to
Fort Lupton for event. A shoot is available for $5.00
fee. Lunch will be afterward, on the way back home.
Contact Perry Mittler with questions
303-437-0287.

JANUARY INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS

Pipe Band
By Kent Burns
There was a small glitch in the Pipe Band article for
last month’s (January 2018) issue. Sometimes when
those who are the most competent are also the busiest, they get a little overwhelmed and things fall
through the proverbial cracks – especially when their
private life is turned upside down through a tragedy
which was not fault of theirs. Such was the case of
the following, which is now presented in its entirety
only a short month later. Then follows the newest
installment of sometimes current and always random
thoughts of things related to the Pipe Band.
January 2018
And thus ends the so-called holiday season for 2017.
Hope all had the merriest of Christmases and that this
New Year will be the happiest ever for all!
RV Roamers
By J & J Taylor
The Roamers met on the biggest snowstorm of the
season, January 21, 2018, for a Dinner Meeting at
Davies’ Restaurant. There were 13 people who
braved the blizzard (not in their RVs, of course!), including our Divan Rep, Jim Oliver. Since our Secretary, Bruce Hepp, was not present, Tony Dattilo took
the minutes; and since he took such complete notes,
this Red Fez article should be a whiz! But we still
need monthly Reporters…
The “Sickness and Distress” news included former
member Will Salz, who is now in Hospice care; Linda Fishel, diagnosed with cancer; and of course Susan Boles, still without a house of her own. Other
news is that Potters have sold their motorhome, and
are finally in their new home (after their devastating
fire a couple of years ago).
Ideas for “outings”, “innings”, activities and fundraisers during such events were suggested: a Roamers raffle item (for the August Shrine Raffle), and a
Brown Bag Raffle (which netted about $600 at the
So. Dakota Caravan). Any other ideas? Future
events include next month’s “inning” at Cinzetti’s on
February 18th at 1:00, March 18th at the Spaghetti
Factory in Westminster, and April 29th Candlelight
Dinner Playhouse. Remember, you don’t have to
own an RV to join us as a guest or as a member; just
let us know ahead of time to make your reservation.
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It was a slow year for the Band. We received fewer
requests for our “services” than in any other previous
year – far fewer than in any of the forty-odd years I
have been a member of this unit. We did, however,
confer more third degrees than usual. Hopefully
some of those Brothers raised by the kilted ones will
wish to become likewise kilted – and thus join the
best philanthropic fraternity ever. In our on-going
effort to keep the Shrine in the forefront whenever
possible, the Band will be sojourning to Aspen for
our usual appearance with Air Force Academy Cadet
Drum and Bugle corps concert at Winterskól. This
year it will be Saturday, 13 January 2018. Hopefully
the weather will be somewhat conducive to pipes –
the last few years were rather comfortable, but this is
Colorado, it will be January, and Aspen is a ski resort
depending on snow, so it might be interesting. Will
let you know how it turns out.
Recently there was a listing of the various charities
circulating around the internet, and how much of the
contributed dollar actually reached those for whom
the charity was founded. Sadly most of the donations were used up in those “expenses” associated
with the charity – most were proud to report about
half the monies made it to be used for their intended
purpose, but some “expensed” their funds to the egregious extent of way over half. After the Shrine in
“efficiency” come the Salvation Army and St. Jude.
Some of the more familiar ones end up with only a
dime out of a dollar spent on benefits. One of the
best ways the Shrine accomplishes that efficiency is
through the fact that we are all volunteers. Unlike

The Red Cross and United Way and others, our
“CEO” is un-paid and drives his own vehicle. The
Shrine does not compensate executives in six figures,
nor does it provide luxury transportation. Nor does it
charge for services rendered. While the same can be
said for St. Jude and the Salvation Army, most
“charities” are somewhat less than “charitable.”
Interestingly, the Shrine was not mentioned in this
article about charities. But there have been several
anti-Masonic “specials” making the rounds on the
more obscure channels. These little tidbits beg the
question why are there so many negative programs
and articles and such concerning Freemasonry and
the Knights Templar? We have been spared more of
the DIA conspiracy theories of late, but remember
when they were rather popular? One of our members
who worked at DIA in customer service told stories
of the many requests he received for directions to the
secret doorway to the underground entrance for the
demonic masonic hidden city. There was one ridiculous TV program wherein the narrator took a taxi to
DIA and noted all the construction, material stockpiles, earth piles from excavation of foundations, etc.
along the way and claimed that was all evidence of
the construction of our “great white world order command center.” But the problem is that there is some
truth to that old adage “where there is smoke, there is
fire.” Some out there are specifically targeting things
Masonic and trying to make us appear as devils in
white aprons. Remember that Hitler targeted the Masons as well as the Jews (hence the blue forget-menot which was hidden under the lapel and only found
when possibly-sympathetic SS-types grabbed the
about-to-be prisoner by the coat surreptitiously feeling for the little pin).
But there is one great big positive for Masonry and
Shriners in particular. For those who have cable or
other-that-air television programing, there is a great
channel called FETV (Family Entertainment TV,
which is channel 82 on DISH). They have many of
the old programs that really are suitable for all ages.
(My favorite is Perry Mason, which I record.) There
is a great advertising campaign for the hospitals on
this channel. The children are all really up-beat, happy, out-going and very positive (unlike those on ads
for St. Jude where the children are all tear-jerkers).
This campaign should have been in effect ten or fifteen years ago, but it finally is here. Kudos to those
who launched it and for the very up-beat theme they
are using. It would be interesting to know exactly
how effective such ads are. For years, the Southern
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states have been pushing the Shrine and our hospitals
with major ads, Standing Tall on most of the rear
doors of 18-wheelers, Shriners standing at off-ramps
and intersections with boots and buckets à la Jerry’s
Kids, businesses with plagues proudly proclaiming
discounts for Shriners and those making contributions to the Shrine, and more. Hopefully these ads
are raking in the dough!
“Whatever it takes to keep the hospital doors open”
should be our unspoken motto. With fewer and fewer Nobles to carry the load, it just makes the load all
the more worth carrying.
February 2018
There are few performances which make all the
work, practice, rehearsals, travel, expense, late
nights, and early mornings really worth it. One such
was Aspen Winterskól this January. When the Air
Force Academy Cadet Drum and Bugle Corps played
the fanfare for our opening tune, all cares disappeared, all worries evaporated, and we were carried
away by the majesty of the music. The cadets had
rehearsed well and were in top form. And everything
fell into perfect place. Add to all this weather that
was sunny and fairly warm. And we were to play an
hour earlier than usual, which meant that the sun
would still be out and the pipes would not be subject
to the cold – cold which results in freezing reeds,
numb fingers, and a less-than-stellar sound emanating from those stubborn air bags we all loving call
“pipes.” But as Robbie Burns has been known to tell
us, the best laid plans oft go astray. Just prior to
show time, the sun went behind a cloud, the wind
sprang up, and the temperature dropped. Even with
all this, the pipers soldiered on and the “concert” was
a hit. We have a few “groupies” that always show up
in Aspen (one couple from as far away as Nassau, the
Bahamas) and these intrepid souls know all about the
on-going battle between temperature and reeds. And
they always give rave reviews as they did for this, the
second weekend in January.
While awaiting our turn to play in Aspen, I ran into
the lady who used to contact us for the Mardi Gras
celebration in Snowmass. She has just recently taken
that job over again (which answers the question about
why I could never get a reply to queries about this
year’s parade) and formally invited us to participate
in their festivities in February – Tuesday, the 13th to
be exact. This is another of our “favorite” performances and we are happy to be going again. The format will be a little different – they have dispensed

with the parade in the mall, and we will be playing several 10 minute spots up and down the mall instead.
They will still have the bead throwing however, which is not necessarily good news. Those beads can hurt if
they hit you just right.
Our newly elected line officers were duly installed by our new Divan Rep – new in this position, but definitely not new to El Jebel. Bobbie Marner has been around and, although forced to take a sabbatical for family issues, is now back in full form.
Following installation the Band prepared for a fairly busy February and March. After the trip to Snowmass
for Mardi Gras as noted above, we will play for the DAV Auxiliary Memorial service and the Veterans’ Passport to Hope Gala, both in February. March has us leading the graduates of the Port of Entry Academy, then
two concerts with the Rocky Mountain Brassworks to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.
The Winterskól performance yielded another chance to work with the cadets. They will be in Denver to help
us welcome home the Rocky Mountain Honor Flight in May. When we play together, we are known as
RP&B (Red, Plaid, and Blue). Last year this same weekend we started off the day by playing for the American Legion “burger burn” which is a fund-raiser to benefit senior veterans living at The Veterans Community
Living Center at Fitzsimmons, and then on to DIA for the Honor Flight return. We are hoping to do the same
thing again this year. The Cadets especially love being around the veterans, asking questions, learning about
what service is really like. Nor can the veterans can get enough of the cadets, their reverence, their inquisitiveness. It is really special to see the interaction.
Nor we can ever do enough to honor those who left the comforts of hearth and home, traveling to the far
ends of the earth defending America, her citizens, and our way of life. They never questioned their duty, nor
shirked their responsibilities, nor wavered in their resolve. And for that, we all owe them a debt that can never
be repaid in full. So whenever we get a call to play for a veteran organization, we gladly go and hope our
presence will, in a small way, show the appreciation of a grateful nation.
For any who are interested in trying to conquer the bagpipes, or learn Scottish drumming, we are at the
Shrine every Thursday evening at 1900. Come on out and join us.
DONATIONS

TRANSPORTATION FUND
DONOR
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Davis
Davis
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Kent
Kent
Kent
Kent
Kent
Kent

Didja (Did ya) know?
BY EJGW
We are experimenting with a new idea for a column; a sort of informational/folksy/fun Q and A session which we hope will be educational and interesting. Since we are shooting in the dark (so to speak),
the first such one will focus on something I know
about and on things which I am quite frequently
asked to explain. Hopefully you will find it interesting and not totally self-serving.
Whenever we in the Pipe Band are in public, there
are inevitably questions ranging from the not-sooriginal “What’s under the kilt?” to more intelligent
ones concerning the uniform, traditions, and/or other
things Scottish. First, let me explain why it is called
a kilt. To answer the mundane comment about why
we “wear a skirt,” I respond by placing my arm
around their shoulders and slowly tightening my grip
as I ask “Do you know why we call it a kilt?” And
upon receiving the usual shrug or “I don’t know,” I
explain that those who call it a “dress” or “skirt” get
kilt. They generally get the idea.
Everything about the Scottish military uniform has a
practical use or an historical significance. Let’s start
at the bottom with shoes. Have you ever noticed that
true ghillies, sometimes called brogues or ghilliebrogues have no tongue and lots of holes in them?
Take a man’s wing-tip shoe, which is based on the
Scottish brogue. Wonder about all those holes?
There are many bogs or marshes in Scotland. Walking in the country means one will inevitably step in
one of these and withdraw a foot in a shoe full of water. All the holes are simply a way for the water to
drain out.
Next is the spat. White spats are worn to remember
those Scots who froze their feet while going over the
mountains in the snow to fight the British. Which
brings up the next thing – the sgain dubh (pronounced
skane dew), meaning black knife or hidden knife. After the British defeated Prince Charles Edward Stuart,
or Bonnie Prince Charlie, at the Battle of Culloden in
1746, the government proscribed against the wearing
of the kilt, plaid, tartan, or other dress of the Highlands, and carrying weapons of any kind. The Scots,
being fond of fighting and of weapons, took to hiding
a small knife upon their person, usually in the hose or
long stockings. Today the sgain dubh is generally
worn in the right hose top, with just an inch or two
showing.
The hose or long stockings are often of the same
tartan as the kilt. (Drummers and drum majors sometime where the red-and-white checkered or diced
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hose, although it is usually left up to the individual
regiment or band.) These are fairly expensive, which
is a problem to a Scot, being thrifty (which is a polite
way of saying “tight,” a characteristic I can claim as I
am Scottish). Socks wear out, usually developing
holes in heels and toes. The cost-effective remedy is
to wear cheap socks and what we call hose tops,
which are basically the same as stockings without the
“foot” part. Definitely cheaper in the long run (no
pun intended). Either with hose tops or full hose,
they will fall or droop, especially when dancing or
stomping around. A simple answer would be gaiter
or garters, such as a well-dressed gentleman would
wear to hold up his dress socks back in the thirties
and forties. But they might look a little funny, so the
Scot wears garters with flashes on them – another
spot of color. Originally, socks were held up by tying a ribbon around the sock high on the calf near the
top. That part of the ribbon that hung became the
loops and ends of the modern flashes. These can be
red, green, yellow, black, blue – whatever suits, and
usually have two such loops although occasionally a
single one or even three have been worn.
The kilt has no pockets. In the army, the soldier
would receive his daily rations and would put them
in a pouch which he tied about his waist. The gentry
who had coins to carry did much the same thing – a
pouch worn on a thong or strap around the waist.
This is the sporran, which comes in several varieties
– day sporran, a simple utilitarian pouch; evening
sporran, more ornamental, sometimes with tassels,
often made out of some animal, not unlike Davy
Crockett’s coonskin cap; the military or horsehair
sporran, which our Band wears and which has several “extras.” The Scots were fond of fighting; but
they were also pragmatic enough to know that they
shouldn’t kill each other off – after all, there were not
all that many Scots, and a whole bunch of English to
the south just waiting to come north and take over. If
you know anything about our own western history,
particularly before the white man came, you know
the Indian custom of “counting coup,” whereby the
Indian brave would run in and tap his enemy with a
coup stick rather than kill him. It was proof of individual bravery and didn’t decimate the population.
Well, the Scots did a similar thing. When a foe was
vanquished, rather than kill him, the victor would
simply put the looser on his horse facing backward,
cut off the horse’s tail, and send him on home. The
horse’s tail shows up on the sporran, sometimes as
one of a pair (usually black tail on white) or sometimes as a small white “tuft” on black. The military

or horsehair sporran is made entirely of the hair
from the mane and tail of the gentle giant of Scotland, the Clydesdale. However, rest assured that no
horse is harmed in making these sporrans – they just
pluck a few hairs or more likely comb the mane and
tail and take the loose hairs out of the brush.
The Scots are a frugal lot. They may have well
been the first to recycle. For example, they would
prowl the battlefield after the fighting and pick up
the broken sword blades. They would then wrap
leather around the broken end to make a handle or
hilt, and use them for close-in fighting. Such is the
origin of the dirk, worn generally on the right hip. If
you look closely at these short swords, you will see
these layers of leather thongs on the handles. However, there is a tradition that you never draw the dirk
without drawing blood. So on some dirks (usually
those carried by officers) you can see a small knife
and fork to be used in the field as eating utensils.
The kilt itself is generally around eight or nine
yards of wool material, specially woven so that there
is no need for a hem. The edges are smooth and finished right from the loom. The tartan (in Scotland,
there is no such word as plaid pronounced “plad” as
in “glad”) is the distinctive pattern used to differentiate the various clans or families. There are many
such patterns – even within a clan there may be several variations such as weathered, hunting, or ancient. The word plaid used to describe this pattern is
an American vulgarization of the word. The wearer
would spread the material out on the ground, lie
down on it and roll across it gathering it around his
body, stand up and throw the left-over portion over
his shoulder, thus forming the plaid (pronounced
“plade”) and securing it with a big pin, or broach.
At night, they would take this length of wool down
to the creek, wet it, then wrap up in it and let it
freeze. The resulting cocoon was actually fairly
warm for sleep.
The military dress uniform uses a doublet or tunic
over which the plaid (pronounced “plade”) is worn.
This plaid comes as a separate part from the kilt. It
had several pleats sown in it, and is worn with these
pleats opening up and sometime used to secrete
coins. It likewise is secured with a broach. The
cross belt (originally used to hold a sword) is worn
under or over the plaid, depending on regimental/
band customs. Out Pipe Band wear this cross belt
under the plaid, with the edge of the buckle slipped
over the crossing plaid.
Each shoulder of the tunic has an epaulette which
actually serves two purposes. When carrying a pole
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(or tree trunk or similar log generally used either as a
support for a tent or as a battering ram) this epaulette
helps prevent the log from rolling off and thus keeping it on the shoulder. Also, when fighting with
swords, it tends to help deflect a downward blow off
away from the arm and thus prevent injury. Pipers
take the liberty of wearing only one epaulette – the
one on the right, or exposed, shoulder. The left one
is under the plaid and makes it cumbersome to tie the
plaid.
For very formal dress, the soldier wears a feather
bonnet. The feathers are plucked from ostriches and,
as in the case of the sporran, no bird is killed to make
these bonnets. The hackle, or colored feather, on the
side serves two purposes. The color of the hackle
denotes the wearer’s position – line pipers generally
wear a white hackle, the pipe major wears a red hackle, and the drum major wears a purple hackle. The
infantry use of the hackle is evident when fighting in
the European style prevalent during the seventeenth,
eighteenth, and nineteenth centuries. The battle lines
were drawn with two or three rows of musketwielding infantry. The front line was generally
kneeling, having fired its volley and in the process of
reloading. While attending to the reloading duties,
they of necessity had their heads down looking at
their weapon. The hackles were then all more or less
horizontal. When the reloading was complete, the
infantryman would look up, thereby making the
hackle vertical. The officer in charge would watch
from the right-hand side of the ranks and, seeing all
hackles vertical, would order “ready” whereupon the
rank would stand, “aim” which was the order to take
aim, “fire” which resulted in a volley of musket-fire.
This was repeated ad nauseum. Sounds like a lousy
way to fight a battle, but it was what they all did.
Often, the bass drummer and sometimes the tenor
drummers wear a leopard skin. Again, this is a nod to
history. Back in Napoleonic time, when the Scots
were fighting in North Africa, the king of Ethiopia
was known as “the leopard” and was the only one
allowed to kill a leopard. The king was so impressed
with the bravery of the Scottish soldier that he gave a
leopard skin for them to wear. (At this point, I generally say they just picked the biggest and dumbest to
wear it.) The bass and tenor drummers wear this skin
to protect their uniforms. I am happy to state that the
one El Jebel uses is one hundred percent polyester. I
refused to wear a real one. After all, the leopard
needed it much more than I.
(continued on page 18)

When not as formal, pipers will forego the feather
bonnet in lieu of a glengarry, a “garrison cap,” or
Balmoral or tam. There are times when formal wear
is not necessary, and the tunic, feather bonnet, and
plaid are hung up in favor of a simple shirt, either a
simple military-style shirt or the so-called peasant
shirt, with thong-tied neck and billowing sleeves.
And, as far as what we wear under the kilt, my best
answer is “socks and shoes, just like you do.”
Daraja
By Paul Altimier
Daraja was represented this month at our “Standing
Room Only” Unit Officers Meeting and El Jebel
Calendar Review.

JANUARY INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS
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Our company is called OvationCare, a non-medical homecare agency. I’ve
attached a copy of our logo. Here’s a brief list of the services we provide:

•

Personal Care

•

Personal Hygiene

•

Bathing and Dressing

•

Light Housekeeping

•

Laundry

•

Meal Preparation

•

Companion Care

•

Protective Oversight

•

Medication Reminding

•

Respite Care

•

Accompaniment to Doctor Appointments

•

Flexible schedule based on your needs
Noble Mark & Darlene Haddock, Owners
Website: ovationcare.com
Phone: 303-537-7479

1oz Masonic Coin great for a gift or for that special Mason in your life. $30.00 each. Call me

Perry Mittler, if interested at 303 437 0287

I have a Mills 1930’s Castle Front .05 cent
machine in good condition. $2900.00,
I also have a Mills Castle Front to be restored .10 cent machine as is, $1700.00.
Perry Mittler
Perrymittler@gmail.com
303 437, 0287, pictures available upon request.
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February 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3
WCSC

Installation
WCSC Installation

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

Super Bowl
Party

11
Valentine
Brunch

Divan Meeting

I-HOP Grand

Junction
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