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ROCKIN’ 
KINDNESS
Liberty Point club 
uplift s community 
with a ‘take one
or leave one’ policy

ARTS & 
ENTERTAINMENT | A8

GRAPPLING 
WITH CHANGE
Artist captures 
people in the midst 
of life’s transitions
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SUNDAY

Partly sunny
73° / 47°

SATURDAY

Some sun
68° / 38°

TODAY

Partly sunny
80° / 41°

By Peter Roper
The Pueblo Chieftain

Colorado's public schools 
need to be evaluated for security 
and safety weaknesses — and 
the state should be willing to 
pay for needed improvements, 
state Sen. Larry Crowder, 
R-Alamosa said this week.

The same week that Highlands 

R a n c h  r e s i -
d e n t s  w e r e 
honoring a stu-
dent killed in a 
mass shooting 
at  its  STEM 
School on May 
7, Crowder said 

he wants the state to establish a 
task force of security experts to 
review school safety statewide.

The Alamosa Republican said 
he intends to offer legislation 
next January to do that.

"Some school districts in the 
state have good security and 
have the means to pay for it," 
Crowder said. "Others, espe-
cially in rural areas, don't have 
much at all."

Hospitals around the state 
have already done security 

reviews, and Crowder said he 
realized that same approach 
needed to be applied to public 
schools.

"There are experts out there 
who can do this," he said.

Crowder said some districts, 
such as Pueblo City Schools 
and District 70, have police 
resource officers in the halls. 
Other districts rely on security 

guards or a quick response time 
from nearby police or sheriff 
departments.

"Newer buildings are able 
to restrict entry to one or two 
doors — and that helps," he 
said.

At the May 7 shooting at the 
STEM School, Douglas County 

Crowder: Review schools for safety
 Crowder

Franklin fourth 
grader a 
creative achiever

By Jon Pompia
The Pueblo Chieftain

The blank canvas taped 
securely to the table, Ethan Yang 
deftly scoots up in his motorized 
wheelchair.

“So what are you going to draw 
today?” poses paraprofessional 
Lydia Portillos.

“A shark,” Ethan replied, his 
bright eyes steeled to the con-
struction paper that soon will be 
transformed into a deep sea scene. 
“Let’s start with pencil.”

Ethan is a charming and moti-
vated fourth grader at Franklin 
School of Innovation. Born with 
arthrogryposis — a muscle dis-
order that causes multiple joint 
contractures and severely impacts 
the use of fingers and hands — 
the 10-year-old has nonetheless 
distinguished himself as a young 
artist of note.

His classic still life crafted with 
oil pastels was one of Franklin’s 15 
entries — selected from a pool of 
2,000 entries — into the Pueblo 
City Schools (D60) district-wide 
art show.

Another piece, a depiction of 
the Denver Broncos helmet logo 
created with markers, was sub-
mitted for consideration in the 
annual Colorado Kids Create, 
which pairs student artwork with 
stories in a book format. Although 
Ethan’s drawing wasn’t selected, 
he had the honor of having his 
creation judged on the state level.

“He just really loves art and is 
really interested in it,” said Ken 
Thompson, Ethan’s art instructor 
at Franklin and one of his biggest 
champions.

“I like to draw: sometimes 
markers, sometimes paint,” Ethan 
said. “But I only draw at school. 
Mr. Thompson got me interested 
in art. He told me I could be a good 
artist.”

Positioning the pencil between 
his index and middle finger, Ethan 
drops his wrist onto the construc-
tion paper, the table serving as the 
anchor as the shark begins to take 
shape.

“He’s had surgeries on both 
wrists, thumbs and ankles,” 
explained his mother Kristeen 
Xiong. “He doesn’t have control 
over his shoulders and can’t really 
bend his elbows. And since it’s 
hard for him to use his fingers, he 
uses his wrist and gravity to move 
the pencil or marker.”

The precisely-drawn outline 
of a great white shark complete, 

Artful determination

Franklin School of Innovation fourth-grader Ethan Yang, 10, works on a depiction of a shark, which he later 
gifted to his parents. [CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/STEPHEN SWOFFORD]

By Zach Hillstrom
The Pueblo Chieftain

Pueblo County Sheriff's 
Office deputies were called 
to Pueblo West on Thursday 
morning on a report of a men-
acing figure prowling around 
the area.

Luckily for the suspect – 
a curious adult black bear 
– deputies, along with wild-
life officers from Colorado 
Parks and Wildlife, were able 
to apprehend him without 
incident.

Deputies followed the wan-
dering bear for about an hour, 
and the animal was eventually 
tranquilized by CPW district 
Wildlife Managers Gretchen 
Holschuh and Travis Sauder.

“It was a very active bear and 
a very active scene so we needed 
to act quickly to subdue it,” said 
Bill Vogrin, CPW spokesperson.

“Not that it was a threat, but 
it was certainly moving and it 
was agitated, so it wasn’t an 
especially easy capture.”

The bear was unharmed in the 
process and was expected to be 
tagged and relocated to a more 
appropriate habitat Thursday 
evening.

Vogrin said the bear will be 
moved to a remote location in 
the forests south of Pueblo; one 
with food and shelter for the 
bears that is far from Pueblo 
city limits.

The sheriff’s office had been 
called to the scene at approxi-
mately 7:20 a.m. on a report 
that a bear was in the yard of 
a local residence about a mile 
south of Pueblo West High 
School.

Deputies and CPW wild-
life officers tracked the bear 
with the assistance of person-
nel from the Pueblo West Fire 
Department and Colorado State 
Parks.

Fortunately for local resi-
dents, no humans were ever 
threatened by the animal, 
according to the sheriff’s office.

The bear, estimated to be 
about 4 or 5 years old, passed by 
dozens of residences in Pueblo 
West.

In addition to the local high 
school, Sierra Vista Elementary 
S c h o o l  a n d  K i n d e r k i r k 
Preschool and Childcare were 
notified of the predator’s 
presence.

The bear was eventually 

Bear 
tranquilized 
in Pueblo 
West

Ethan Yang’s 
still life 
was one of 
Franklin’s 
entries into 
the annual 
D60 art show. 
[COURTESY 

PHOTO]

“Ethan is so skilled that I 
told myself, ‘I need to watch 
this, to see if it’s really 
coming from him.’ Not that 
I thought someone else was 
doing it, but the work is that 
good.” 

Ken Thompson, Ethan’s instructor

“What’s my favorite thing to 
draw? Anything.”

Ethan YangSee ETHAN,  A2

See SAFETY,  A2

See BEAR,  A2


