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Serving Arizona since 2004

Dear Clients and Colleagues,
We hope you find this newsletter informative,
helpful and fun. As always, we are here to help.

Voting is open and we would love your support. Bivens & Associates has
been nominated in three categories: LAW FIRMS, LAW FIRMS:ELDER
LAW and LAW FIRMS:ESTATE/TRUST. If you like to vote for us, please
use this link: https://azbigmedia.com/vote-ranking-arizona/#/gallery?group=263926
This link takes you to the Financial and Professional Section and from there, you will see
the category list on the left-hand side. Select a category such as, “Law Firms” and vote, then scroll down to the next two categories which
are “Law Firms:Elder Law” and “Law Firms: Estate/Trust”. In each category
Voting is quick and easy and you can vote
click the VOTE button for Bivens & Associates.

every day until midnight on July 31, 2018.
In case you want to see more information, here is the link to the main
page . https://azbigmedia.com/vote-ranking-arizona/#//

We feel privileged to have been nominated in these areas.

Your vote counts.
Thank you for your continued support!

“Adulting 101: Powers of Attorney
for the College Student”
Register today to attend one of our FREE Workshops.

Saturday, July 21 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. or
Wednesday, July 25 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Is your student getting ready to go off to college? Powers of Attorney for
your student (medical and financial) should be on the checklist of items

needed. All student attendees will leave with their own POA’s.

Bivens & Associates is collecting school supplies such as; folders,
notebooks, paper, backpacks, markers, pens, pencils and much more.
Donations may be dropped off to our office between regular office hours
or at our Adulting 101: Powers of Attorney for the College Student events.
If you would prefer, you may donate gift certificates to Target or Walmart.

https://umom.org/

All donations will go to UMOM, which restores hope and rebuilds lives by providing shelter, services and
affordable housing for people experiencing homelessness. These supplies will help homeless children have
what they need to be successful. Thank you for your support.

For more details and to REGISTER, go to www.bivenslaw.com/july-events/

Deadline to participate with donations for UMOM is Friday, July 27.
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Diagnosed with Dementia – Now
What? How to get things in order.
Having a dementia diagnosis means that now, more
than ever, you need to make sure that your estate
planning is in order. You will not want your
incapacity to cause family tension or unnecessary
Court involvement pertaining to your health,
wealth, or general well-being. A properly
established estate plan not only provides for the
disposition of your estate at death, but it will plan
for your incapacity.

It is commonly believed that a dementia diagnosis
terminates your ability to execute a Will or Trust.
However, that is a common misconception. The
diagnosis does not automatically mean that a
person has lost the ability to create or update their
estate plan, even with early stage dementia someone
may have legal capacity to sign estate planning
documents. In certain instances, it is prudent to
obtain a letter of capacity from your treating
physician or neurologist evidencing your ability to
enter into estate planning matters.
If you or a loved one has dementia, you also want to
understand your long term care options, such as
where you might want to receive care in the future
and how to pay for that care. You should consult
with an elder law attorney to learn your options,
and consider asset preservation planning as well.
Below is a list of things to do if you or a loved one
was recently diagnosed with dementia.
1. Review Your Estate Plan and Long Term Care
planning options with an
Elder Law Attorney –
meaning your Trust, Will
and all Powers of Attorney.
2. Review Your Assets to
Confirm Proper Trust
Funding – meaning the title
and/or pay on death
designations for each of
your assets.
READ MORE > https://www.bivenslaw.com/blog/
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What are the differences between a
Healthcare Power of Attorney, Mental
Healthcare Power of Attorney, and
Living Will?
End-of-life considerations are important
ones. Unfortunately, as a nation, we have several
public examples of what can happen when there
are no healthcare or end -of-life directives in place.
To avoid situations like the Terri Schaivo case, a
person (“Principal”) is able to name an Agent to
act in their stead, in the event the Principal were
unable to communicate wishes
themselves. Arizona recognizes two different
types of health care powers (medical and mental),
in addition to allowing for creation of a Living
Will. A brief description of the differences in these
documents is outlined below:
Healthcare Power of Attorney
A Healthcare Power of Attorney (“HCPOA”) is the
document used to nominate an Agent able to make
healthcare decisions for you in the event you are
unable to make decisions yourself. Your Agent is
able to consent to medical care and, if necessary, to
make decisions regarding life-sustaining
treatment. In Arizona, however, the Agent
nominated under your HCPOA does not have the
ability to admit you to an inpatient psychiatric
facility, the type of facility where those with
advanced cases of Alzheimer’s or other forms of
dementia receive diagnosis and/or care. Without
this authority, an Agent acting under a HCPOA
must go to court to obtain Guardianship over the
incapacitated individual.
Mental Healthcare Power of Attorney
The Agent named under a Mental Healthcare
Power of Attorney (“MHCPOA”) can apply for
admission to an inpatient psychiatric facility for
evaluation and treatment without going to
court. If mentally ill, the Principal cannot easily
revoke the power because, in the document itself,
the principal agrees that if he or she is determined
to lack ability to give informed consent, he or she
cannot revoke the document or disqualify the
agent.
READ MORE> https://www.bivenslaw.com/blog/
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Tuesday, June 5 - AZ Society of CPA’s Conderence
Desert Willow Conference Center, Phoenix
Ms. Stephanie Bivens presenting on “Elder Law - Protecting Yourself and Your Client”. Register: www.ascpa.com/confregform18
Thursday, June 21 from 10:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m
“Estate Planning Myths” - Don’t get caught by one...know the
truth!” Q & A with Andrea Claus, Esq. Refreshments provided.
Register: https//www.bivenslaw.com/june-events/
Tuesday, June 26 from 7:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m.
Bivens & Associates Learning Center, Suite 250, Scottsdale
For professionals only - no registration required.
(No meetings in July and August)

Thursday, June 28 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
“5 Step Checklist for a Successful Estate Plan” - Lunch & Learn
The Newton, Phx with Attorney Andrea Claus
Register today: https//www.bivenslaw.com/june-events/
“Adulting 101: Powers of Attorney for the College Student”
Two Free Workshop to choose from:
Saturday, July 21 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. or
Wednesday, July 25 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
Both held at the Bivens Law Learning Center, Suite 250
Is your student getting ready to go off to college? Powers of
Attorney for your student (medical and financial) should be on the
checklist of items needed. All student attendees will leave with
their own POA’s. Mo re info rma tio n o n the next pa ge.
Register: https//www.bivenslaw.com/july-events/

Our Office will be Closed
Wednesday, July 4
Hope everyone has a SAFE
and FUN Holiday.
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Congratulations to Stephanie Bivens Esq. C.E.L.A. for being recognized by North Valley
Magazine as one of the Top Lawyers for 2018 in Estate Planning and Probate.
“When you find yourself in need of a lawyer, knowing where to turn when times get tough
is challenging. You want to make sure your money is spent wisely and that you get the
legal outcome you deserve.” North Valley Magazine June/July 2018

Autism and Resistance to
Changes in Daily Routine

“Adulting 101 - Powers of Attorney for
College Students” (continued)
We are hosting two free 1-hour workshops (July 21
and July 25) to provide free Powers of Attorney
documents to college-aged students (18-22).
While these documents are more commonly
associated with older folks, they are essential for
younger people too. Without then, parents do not
have authority to make health care decisions or
manage financial matters for their adult children,
even if the parent is paying the tuition, still has
their child on their health insurance plan and
claims them as a dependent on tax returns.
That means that if a young adult becomes ill or is in
an accident and becomes incapacitated, even
temporarily, a parent might need court approval to
act on his or her behalf. Even if the child is not
incapacitated, it also means that the parent may not
be able to help their student out with routine
financial matters, such as auto claims, apartment
lease issues, banking, or credit card matters.
This event is open to the public and will educate
young adults on what they need to have in place.
We will give a brief educational presentation, then
have the documents filled out, signed and
notarized at the event.
There is No Charge; this is a charitable event
for UMOM with donations and back-to-school
supplies requested.
Invite your friends and colleagues to join you.
Register today: www.bivenslaw.com/july-events/

By Stephanie Weber, Psychologist
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center
“This article originally appeared on the Autism Speaks website and is reprinted by permission of Autism Speaks and Dr. Weber.
Autism Speaks does not provide medical or legal advice or services. Rather, Autism Speaks provides general information
about autism as a service to the community.”

Change is hard for everyone, but harder for some. Insistence on
routine and resistance to change are particularly common among
those who have autism. Your grandson may feel that putting on
his coat is an important step in his daily routine. In other words,
not completing this step might cause anxiety because it goes
against his need for consistency – despite the changing weather.
I hope that he is receiving behavioral intervention for his autism.
His behavioral therapist is best suited to assess his challenges and
strengths and use them to personalize a therapy program that
addresses the issues behind his reluctance to transition to warm
weather clothing. No doubt, these transition skills will help him
more broadly in life.
Meanwhile, I can offer some research-based strategies for helping
your grandson deal with this change in his daily routine. In
helping someone with autism make a difficult change, two things
are important: Clear communication and reinforcement. It’s also
crucial to tailor the approach to match your grandson’s
developmental level.
Tailoring the approach to developmental level
In younger children and people more cognitively impaired, a basic
behavioral strategy is to use a favorite toy, activity or other small
and immediate reward to support his efforts.
READ MORE >
https://www.autismspeaks.org/blog/2017/06/05/autism-andresistance-change-winter-summer-clothes
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