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Did you make one (or more) New Yearõs resolutions this year?  Will you keep your resolution? 
Only about 8% of people do.  Want an easy resolution to keep? Create or update your Estate Plan!  

9ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ƛǎ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ ! ǇǊƻǇŜǊ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ Ŏŀƴ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜΥ όмύ ŬƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΤ όнύ ŎƻƴǝƴǳƛƴƎ 
ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ƛƴŎŀǇŀŎƛǘȅ ƻǊ ŘŜŀǘƘΤ όоύ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǝƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎΣ ȅƻǳǊǎ ŀƴŘκ
ƻǊ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǳƭǝƳŀǘŜ ƘŜƛǊǎΤ όпύ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎǇƻǳǎŜΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘΣ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ 
ƳŀƴƴŜǊ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜΤ όрύ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘŀōƭŜ ƭŜƎŀŎȅΤ όсύ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΤ όтύ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ŎƻƴƅƛŎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǝƎŀǝƻƴ 
ŀƳƻƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜƛǊǎΤ όуύ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄ ǊŜŘǳŎǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘκƻǊΤ όфύ ǇǊƻōŀǘŜ ŀǾƻƛŘŀƴŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŘŜƭŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜƻŦΦ  9ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜǎ ŦŀǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǊŜŘǳŎƛƴƎ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄŜǎΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŎǊƛǝŎŀƭ ǘƻ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ Ǉǳǘ ŀ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴ 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ŀǧƻǊƴŜȅ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƎƻŀƭǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭ ŜǾŜǊȅ ŦŜǿ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǳǇŘŀǘŜ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘΦ  9ǎǘŀǘŜ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ŀ Ŏƻƴǝƴǳŀƭ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŜǾŜǊȅ 
ŦŀŎŜǘ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ŀǧŜƴŘ ŀ ǿƻǊƪ-ǎƘƻǇ ŀƴŘκƻǊ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜ ŀ ŎƻƳǇƭƛƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƛƴƛǝŀƭ ŎƻƴǎǳƭǘŀǝƻƴΦ   

 Dear Clients and Colleagues,  

We hope you find this newsletter informative,  

helpful and fun.  As always, we are here to help.   

 
Did you know that attorney Andrea 
Claus, Director of our Estate Planning, 
Probate and Trust Administration Dept. 
serves on the Board of UMOM?  

UMOM restores hope and builds lives 
by providing shelter, services and 
affordable housing for people 
experiencing homelessness.  

 

Learn more about UMOM 
and how you can help 
end homelessness at 
UMOM.org. 

 

 

  

Register TODAY!  

www.bivenslaw.com/upcoming -events  
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Q & A time with Bivens & Associates attorneys.  

�i �� What happens with no estate plan?  

�i �� What is a Power of Attorney?  

�i �� How do I avoid Probate?  

�i �� Do I need a Trust? 

Join us for a FREE Lunch and Learn   
 OPEN TO THE PUBLIC  

Tuesday, February 13, 2018  

12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. 

REGISTER TODAY. 480.922.1010  
or www.bivenslaw.com/upcoming -events 
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The table below provides a quick reference to allow individuals to determine if they are 
immediately financially eligible for ALTCS benefits. IMPORTANT: not meeting all the 
financial criteria below does not mean one is not or cannot become eligible. We can 
help you to plan to meet financial criteria, and save significant assets.   
 

For 2018, the following are the income and resource limits for ALTCS eligibility: 
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�6�L�Q�J�O�H���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W $2,250.00* $2,000.00 

      

�0�D�U�U�L�H�G���$�S�S�O�L�F�D�Q�W $2,250.00 paid to appli-
cant only, or $4,500.00 
combined spousal in-
come* 

The non-applicant spouse (i.e., the community spouse) may keep İ the 
total countable assets owned by both spouses as of the first month in 
which the applicant spouse meets medical eligibility criteria, which may 
not exceed $123,600.00 and will be no lower than $24,720.00, plus an 
additional $2,000.00.    

  *Income Only Trust may 
be used in certain circum-
stances to qualify appli-
cants whose incomes ex-
ceed this amount. 

EXEMPT ASSETS: All applicants may keep certain non-countable assets 
in addition to the above described countable resources. Non-countable 
assets are  generally a primary residence (ALTCS memberôs interest lim-
ited to $572,000.00), one vehicle, certain burial plots/plans, personal 
goods and household effect, and certain small life insurance policies. 

As always, if you want to learn more and/or apply for ALTCS benefits you should seek legal advice from an elder 

law attorney with knowledge and experience in ALTCS planning and applications. Careful planning can save you 

significant assets, money, and valuable time! We have helped hundreds of families qualify for ALTCS which helps 

to pay for such valuable long term care services such as home health, adult day care, assisted living, memory care 

and skilled nursing. �&�D�O�O���7�R�G�D�\���I�R�U���D���)�U�H�H���&�R�Q�V�X�O�W�D�W�L�R�Q���� 

TAX REFORM 
UPDATE  

¢ƘŜ ǿŜƭƭ-ǇǳōƭƛŎƛȊŜŘ ǊƻŀŘ ǘƻ ǘŀȄ ǊŜŦƻǊƳ 
ǿŀǎ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƧƻǊ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǝƻƴΣ 
ǎǘǳŘƛŜŘ ǇǊŜŘƛŎǝƻƴΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ 

Ǉƻƛƴǘǎ ƻŦ ŘŜōŀǘŜΦ  hǳǊ ǘŀȄ ŎƻŘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǎŜŜƴ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
мфусΦ  ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǎǎŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŀȄ /ǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ Wƻōǎ !Ŏǘ   όά!ŎǘέύΣ 
/ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǘƻ  ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀƴŘ 
ŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄ ƭŀǿǎ Φ   

 

ESTATE TAX NEWS: ¢ƘŜ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄ ǊŀǘŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ пл҈Σ 
ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭ Ƙŀǎ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ Ϸр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ϸмл 
Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǇŜǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭΣ ǿƛǘƘ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ƛƴƅŀǝƻƴ ŀŘƧǳǎǘƳŜƴǘǎ ŀǎ ǳƴŘŜǊ 
ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ƭŀǿΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴƅŀǝƻƴ-ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ 
ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ϷммΦн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀƴ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ŀ 
ŎƻƳōƛƴŜŘ ϷннΦп Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘ ŎƻǳǇƭŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ŜȄŜƳǇǝƻƴ ƭŜǾŜƭǎ 
ŀǊŜ ǎŎƘŜŘǳƭŜŘ ǘƻ ǊŜǾŜǊǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛƻǊ Ϸр Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀƳƻǳƴǘǎ όƛƴŘŜȄŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ƛƴƅŀǝƻƴύ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мΣ нлнсΦ ²I!¢ 5h9{ ¢IL{ a9!bΚ  9ŀŎƘ 
ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭ Ŏŀƴ ŘƛŜ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǳǇ ǘƻ ϷммΦн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴƻƴ-ǎǇƻǳǎŜ 
ƘŜƛǊǎΣ ŦǊŜŜ ƻŦ ŜǎǘŀǘŜ ǘŀȄΣ ƛƴ нлму  bƻǘŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƳŀǊƛǘŀƭ 
ŘŜŘǳŎǝƻƴ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ŜũŜŎǘΦ   
wŜŀŘ ƳƻǊŜ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘŀȄ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ- /ƭƛŎƪ IŜǊŜ Ҕ                                                


