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Dear Clients and Colleagues, 

We hope you find this newsletter 

informative, helpful and fun.  
 

We are here to help you, so please do 

not hesitate to contact us.  

480.922.1010 

 

IN THIS ISSUE: 

 Upcoming Community 

Education Events 

 Impact on Dementia 

 Tributes to Glen Campbell and 

Steve Goodwin 

 New Uniform Guardianship 

Act 

 Don’t Fall Victim to the “Deed 

Scam” 

Our Story... 

We exist to provide premier legal services and advice in areas of  

Estate Planning, Elder Law, and Special Needs Planning to better the 

lives of  seniors, families, and individuals with special needs. We are 

committed to providing comprehensive solutions to meet our clients 

needs with a five-star experience that makes clients and colleagues 

know they are welcome and valued. We strive to achieve trust in all 

relationships, to always act with compassion, and serve our 

community. The teamwork, knowledge, experience and dedication at 

Bivens & Associates, P.L.L.C. is where passion and purpose come 

together to provide peace of  mind for our clients.                                          

     - Bivens & Associates, P.L.L.C.  

In July, the Uniform Law Commissioners approved a new 

guardianship act to replace the former Uniform Guardianship and 

Protective Proceedings Act which had been in effect since 1997.  

The changes to the law do not substantially impact applying for 

guardianship, conservatorship or the annual reporting 

requirements.  The highlights  include an update to the legal 

terminology, for instance instead of referring to an “incapacitated 

person”, the proper phrase is now: “adult subject to guardianship” 

and/or “adult subject to conservatorship”.  Additionally, a “less restrictive alternative” includes 

“supported decision making” to assist the adult subject to guardianship as they make their decisions.   

NEW UNIFORM GUARDIANSHIP ACT 



 

Many of you may not know this man but he is 67 year old Steve 

Goodwin who lives in Portland, Oregon with his wife of 47 

years, Joni. Steve has been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease. 

He was an accomplished pianist and composer mainly writing 

music for Joni, family and loved ones but he did not write most 

of his compositions down, he just knew them. So when his 

memory started failing, the songs started fading.   

 

Until, the family began a mission to rescue his work. A few 

years ago a family friend, and professional pianist, Naomi 

LaViolette, wondered if he could play his songs even if it was 

just in pieces, then little by little she could help recompose 

his work. For the past two years, Naomi LaViolette has been 

reconstructing his compositions note by note and now they 

have been recorded so as never to be lost again. And 

although he forgets entire conversations and cannot add 

single digits, he was able to create a new song with Naomi’s 

help.  

 

On Tuesday, August 8, 2017 country music legend 

and local celebrity, Glen Campbell lost his battle with 

Alzheimer’s disease.  Campbell publicly announced his 

diagnosis in 2011 before going on his final tour.  It 

was during this tour that he documented his struggle 

with Alzheimer's in a documentary called “Glen 

Campbell: I’ll Be Me.”  Prior to his death, Campbell 

lived in a long term care facility with round the clock 

care.  On the outside, it seemed like everything was 

managed to Campbell’s benefit.  However, his wife and 

two of his children (from a previous marriage) were 

actually engaged in legal challenges involving his care.  

His children argued that Campbell was kept secluded from them and they were prevented from participating 

in his medical care. (Note, a similar legal dispute arose toward the end of radio celebrity, Casey Kasem’s life.)  

Unfortunately, this scenario is not uncommon for celebrities and non-celebrities alike.  Planning ahead for 

health care crises can alleviate much of the anxiety for both the patient and his or 

her family. 

What can you do to maintain family relationships during an emotionally 

trying time?           To read more - CLICK HERE 

GLEN CAMPBELL: WHAT WE CAN LEARN  

FROM HIS BATTLE WITH ALZHEIMER’S 

 

FAMILY TRIES TO SAVE  

STEVE GOODWIN’S  

MUSIC AFTER HIS MEMORY FADES 
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Is your Estate Plan in order? 

Are you prepared for Long 

Term Care? We can help you.  

Contact us today.  

480.922.1010 



 

CAN CERTAIN BEHAVIORS 

OR HABITS HAVE AN 

IMPACT ON YOUR RISK OF 

DEVELOPING DEMENTIA? 
 

Recent information from medical 

studies suggests that this may be 

possible. A series of recent 

medical studies have a common 

finding: our own behavior could 

influence the brain, and maybe even delay symptoms of 

dementia, including dementia-related to Alzheimer's, which 

accounts for up to 75% of cases, according to the Centers 

for Disease Control and Prevention. This information can 

provide hope and empowerment to those at risk or in fear 

of developing dementia.  Studies have found that exercise, 

both physical and mental, may reduce risk of dementia.  

 

Among recent research on exercise and dementia, one 

study found that providing care to grandchildren may 

reduce the risk of Alzheimer's, as it involves socially, 

physically and mentally challenging behaviors. Another 

study published in the August 2017 volume of the 

Neurology Journal, found that participants in a study who 

spent less time in REM (Rapid Eye Movement) sleep were 

associated with an increase in incidents of dementia.  Good 

quality sleep is known to be important for overall health, 

and now it is suggested it may have an important effect on 

the brain. 
 

To read more CLICK HERE 
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DON’T FALL VICTIM 
TO THE “DEED SCAM” 
 

Our office regularly records 

deeds for real property in  

Arizona.  Once recorded, we 

return the original deed to the 

client.  The act of signing the 

deed officially alters how the property is titled and recording it turns 

the deed into a public record, meaning anyone can visit the county 

recorder and see the recordings.   

Homeowners should be aware of letters mailed to them urging 

recipients to pay to receive a certified copy of their property deeds. 

The official-looking letters come from companies with names like 

“Local Records Office”, “First Documents” and “National Record 

Service, Inc.”  and demand as much as $89 for a certified copy of your 

deed.  While the letters do include disclaimers in the fine print, the 

disclaimers are easy to skip over. This is a deceptive practice.  

You can, if needed, get an  official copy of your recorded deed 

yourself through your local county recorder for approximately $20.00.   

To read more CLICK HERE 

 

 

Tuesday, September 12 

4:00 - 5:30 p.m. 

For Professionals Only 

For more details go to:  

www.bivenslaw.com 

 
All events will be held at 

Bivens & Associates  

Learning Center, Suite 250 

Sept. 6 - “Branding 101” with Damon Andersen (9am to 11am) 

Sept. 13 - “Non-Profit CPA” (9am to 11am) 

Sept. 20 - “Insurance” with Robert Finkbeiner USI (8:30am to 10:30am) 

Oct. 4 - “Grants” with Bethany Taylor (9am to 11am) 

Oct. 11 - “Website Development” with Eric Worden (9am to 11am) 

Oct. 18 - “Event/Fundraiser Planning” with Tara Walcott (8:30am to 10:30am) 

To register: www.npcgroup.org/seminar_flyer.htm 

A new and interesting program for persons with Dementia. 

Horticulture & Horsemanship “Dig Into Your Senses” 

“Dig into your senses” with Horses Help’s Alzheimer and 

Dementia program while enhancing social, leisure, and cognitive 

function through unique sensory experiences.  

 

For more information contact: 

Jen.R@HorsesHelp.org or www.HorsesHelp.org 



 

Thursday, September 14 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m  

“How Not to Go Broke in a Nursing Home” 

Guest speaker: Matthew Martinez III from Dimensional Financial Services 

 

 

Wednesday, September 27 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 

“Understanding Mental Illness - In Our Own Voice”  

by NAMI Guest speaker: Terry McDermott  

 

Thursday, Ocotober 5 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m  

“Your Guide to Making the Best Choices Possible”  

 ~A Caregiver Workshop~ 

Guest speaker/Award Winning Author: Becky Feola 

 (The first 25 In-Person attendees will receive a free copy of her book) 

 

Thursday, October 19 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m  

“Turning 18: The Unique Considerations for You and  

Your Special Needs Child at this Important Milestone” 

Guest speakers: Lori Lashley, L.F., C.N.G. & Stephanie Bivens, Esq, C.E.L.A. 
 

 

For more details and to register, Click here > 

B & A hosts FREE COMMUNITY EDUCATION EVENTS 

Join us In-Person or via Webinar.  

   All events are FREE! Seating is limited - register today.  

                                                  Refreshments and beverages served.  

 Bivens & Associates, P.L.L.C.   

480-922-1010 |  info@bivenslaw.com  

   5020 E. Shea Blvd., Suite 100, Scottsdale, AZ. 85254  
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