
 

COACH K VS. COACH 
ROY. 
Whose salary benefits more from the tax changes? 

UNC and Duke tout two of the most prominent and prestigious 

basketball programs in the nation. Along with two of the most 

prominent coaches in the history of the game. While we see the 

competition between these rivals at least twice a year on the court. 

Let’s look at how the new tax bill effects both coaches’ salaries. 

Based on USA Today’s 2017 season salaries Roy is bringing in a 

cool $2,088,577 of base compensation from UNC with a max 

Bonus of $1,000,000. Winning the National Championship, we’ll go 

ahead and say he got the max portion. Bringing his total 

compensation to $3,088,577. 

Coach K is taking in a staggering $5,550,475 from Duke with no 

max salary listed. This puts Krzyzewski 3rd in the highest paid 

coaches for 2017 just behind John Calipari and Rick Pitino (Before 

his fall from grace). 

Armed with this information let’s look at how the Federal 

Government will view these coaches’ Salaries: 

 
 
 

Coach Salary Bonus Total Salary 
Max 
Tax 
Rate 

Bonus 
Tax 
Rate 

Total 
Taxes 
Paid 

Roy $2.08 
Million 

$1.00 
Million 

$3.08 
Million 

%37 %37 $1.14 
Million 

K $5.55 
Million 

$0 $5.55 
Million 

%37 %0 $2.05 
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Combined $3.19 

Million in taxes paid 

from UNC & Duke 

Salaries! 

 
 

Roy Williams Over 

$1.14 Million in 

Taxes. 

 
 

Coach K Over $2.05 

Million in Taxes. 

   

 
 

New Top Tax rate 

of %37. Down 

from %39.5 
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